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WILLIAM W. GINGRICH AND C. S. COATES, OF MEXICO, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKS FOR MAIL-E

AGS.

Specification fﬂrmiug p_art of Letters Patent No. 37,164, dated December 16, 1862,

1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, W. W, GINGRICH
and C. D, CoATEs, of Mexico, in the county
of Juniata and btdt@ of Pemm}, lvania, have
Invented certain new and useful Impmve-
ments in Mail-Bag Locks; and we do hereby
declare that the fo]l(mfmﬂ 18 a full, clear,
and exact de%ulptlou of the sa Ve, leierence
being had to the accompanying dre ‘LW]Il“‘b, and
to the letters of reference 1]']?1-1"1{{?;(1 thereon.

In the annexed drawings, making part of

this specification, A and B represent two me-
tallic jaws, which are hinged together at a a,
and which are coustructed very mach like the
clasps 1n ordinary pocket-books, only on a
much larger scale. These jaws are secured
to the mail-bag m any of the known and con-
venient ways., The jaw A 18 provided with
2 Jock for securing the two jaws together.

D and K are two parts of this lock, which
consist of two metallie plates, constructed as
represented n the drawings, Figs, 3 and 4.
These plates lie close together, and are se-
cured to the jaw A by means of suitable loops,
50 that they can have a free endwise motion.
Theplates are each provided with catchesece,
the tforms of which are more fully shown in
Iig. 2. T'he plate D is provided with a series
ot slots, e ¢ ¢, through which the catches of
the plate E pass, allowing the plates to fit

close together, and allowing the catches of
the dlﬂt‘:lbllt Dhl'[eb to face each other, as seen,
Plg. i

A spring, s, presses against the edges of
the two pl%tﬁs, as seen, Blﬂ 1, s0 as to keep
them together and 1n pro pel place. The
springs ¢ and m press against the ends of the
plates, serving to give them endwise move-
ments in opposite directions. Secured to the
Jaw A 1s a spring, o, one end of which catches
into a noteh at g J in the plate D, wheu said
plate 1s moved 11 one direction.

On the plate K, near one end, will be seen
an inclined smmue from 2 to 2. Thlb inclined
surface is 1ntended to press against the Spring
o and release the bar I) from sald spring at,
the proper time, as will be set forth., « a a
are loops or staples upon the jaw B, which

press between the catches ¢ ¢ and are held by

sald catches until released, as will be set forth.

In using this lock the key is inserted at the
key-hole zmd I8 partially revolved from lett to
right, This moves the plate D endwise un-
tll the spring o catches into the noteh at ¢
and holds said plate in this position. The
key is then reversed and the plate I is moved
by It endwise, withdrawing its catches ¢ ¢
from the 100[}&3 a a. The e: 1tehes of the plate

D are withdrawn from the loops « « when

rald plate becomes secure upon the SPring o.

- As the plate I is moving back, as was de-

scribed above, the two jaws are drawn apart,
and, the Lateh%hmuuﬂ* been altu"lmtelydmwu
out Of the loops, thev readily separate.. The
key, when turned a little farther than is neces-
sary to loose the catehes from the loops, moves
the plate & so that its inclined portion from

£ 1o z presses against the spring o and releases
th(, plate D, allowing it to assume its normal
position. By the time the key bhas been
moved halt around it has ceased to operate
upon either plate, and they are both in then;
normal condition.

The key may be revolved around and
around 1 either direction without moving
the catehes from the loops. They can only
be moved by partially rotating the key from
fett to right, then reversing ’rhe key and draw-
Ing the two jaws apart at the proper time, as
has been described.

Any number of Ldt(,lles, and as many loops,
may be used on the J.:Lnb to pmpr:r]y secure
them. together.

Having thus fully described our 1nvention,
we 01.:1,1111—-

LThe arrangement of the e jaws A B, the plates
¥ D, and the springs s, m, ¢, and o, the sev-
eral parts Dbeing constmuted .;md used for
locking the mouth of the bag at several points
at one tlnw, as 18 herein ful]y set forth.

In testimony whereof we claim the fore-
going we have set our hands, |

WM. W, GINGRIGH.

Witnesses: U. 8. COATERS,

JOHN MOTZER,
JNO. I. APPLEBAGH.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

