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UNITED STATES

GEORGE G. EVANS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT [N SHOULDER-STRAPS FOR OFFICERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 87,242, dated December 9, 1862,

Lo all whom it VLY COTLCEFTL:

Be it known that I, GroreE: G. IHVANS, of
Philadelphia,county of Philade] phia,and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented anew an l use-
ful “Shoulder-Strap CUase, for Army Officers :
and I do hereby declare that the following is
atull and exact deseription thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thiereon.

The nature of my invention consists in a
combination and arrangement of a border
p-ate or frame, a detachable back plate, and
certain other attachments by which the two,
when combined, may be affixed to the shoulder
part of the coat of an army officer. |

The purpose of my invention is to support
and carry a shoulder-strap, to enable it to be
either readily connected with o disconnectead

trom the shoulder part of the coat of an officer,

and alse to enable the border-plate to be
readily detached from the strap for the pur-
pose of being cleaned without i jury to the
strap. | |

The strap case, which eonsists of the orna-
mental border-plate A and its back plate, B

b

1s intended to contain the strap, which is to
consist of a rectangular or other properly |

shaped piece of cloth, ornamented with bars
or other devices, to indicate the rank of an
officer. Heretofore, the strap-case has Deen
connected to a backing of pasteboard, covered
or lined with cloth, and the hole has been
sewed to the coat of the officer. This COn-
struction and application of the strap-case
does not admit of its ready removal from the
coat. I is now deemed Important, prior to an
action or engagement with an enemy, that an
officer should e able to detach easily trom iig
shoulders the insignia ot rank ; and, further-
more, in order that the border-frame may be
cleaned, or a new cloth 1nserted, it is desirable
to have it 80 connected with the back plate
as to admit of its being readily detached from
the latter and the strap fastened thereto.

My invention also affords the advantages

of an easy removal of the shoulder-strap,
when worn or defaced, and the substitution
of another or perfect one in the place of the
worn or defaced strap, the frame or case be.
ing thereby saved, or in case of promotion of
an officer he can retain his frame or case and

put therein a new shoulder-strap or device
Indicative of higher rank,

Yo enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

igure 1is a topview. Tig.2is a longitudi-
nal section. Tig. 3 is a view of back plate
and screw-studs. Fig. 4 shows two views of

‘the fastening-studs.

I'ig. 1 shows the ornamental border-frame

A, which is to be of metal, either cast or

struck up in a die or dies, and with such
an oruamentation on its outer surface as cir-

cumstances may require. D is the shoulder-

strap, inclosed in the case.

Fig. 2 is a section showing the border-
plate A and the blocks e at each end soldered
into it. Into these Dblocks the studs ¢ are.
screwed., D is the shoulder-strap, inclosed
vetween the back plate, B, and border-plate
A. The studs ¢, being put through the back
plate and shoulder-strap, arescrewed into the
blocks of the border-plate and hold all firmly
together. In the coat I are blaced eyelets g,
corresponding in position tothe studs ¢, These
studs have a shifting slotted link, as shown
more plainly in Iig. 4, which ig capable of be-
ng placed in a direct line with the shanlk, as
shown at K, I'ig. 4. The stud ecan then be in-
serted through the eyelet on the coat, and the
linkthen turued, as at L, Tig. 4, securely fas-
tening the case to the coat. | |

Kig. 3 shows the back plate, with the studs
¢ protruding through and fastened; also, the
hole through whiech the pis of the bars or
other devices may be inserted.

¥ig. 4 shows the stud. It is made with a
tube, m, inclosing a spring, %, and a slotted
ink, L. This link is kept in the position
shown at I by the SPring # pressing it up
againstthe pin o, the said pin fittin gintoanotch
in the center of the link, Before inserting the
stud through the eyelet the link is slid along
to one end of the slot, and turned up into the
pusition shown at K, in a straight line with
the shank. It is then put through the eyelet
and afterward turned again, as shown-at L.
To this portion of the stud above described is

attached a collar, P, and screw R. The Iink
'L, when turned atright angles,as at L, enables

one to screw the stud into the border-plate
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with the thumb and finger, dispensing with
the use of a serew-driver, and combining a
“thamDb-screw and stud in the same article.
This stud is adapted to putting devices and
other military ornaments on army clothing.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
‘secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The combination of the border-plate A,
the detachable back plate, B, the studs ¢, and

eyelets ¢, arranged and operating substan.
tially as described.

2. In combination with the above, the stud
composed of the slotted link L, tubem, spring
n, collar P, and screw R, substantially as de-

scribed.
Witnesses: GEORGE G. EVANRS.

G. B. JONES,
J. M. BLOOD. -
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