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UNITED STATES PATENT

(OFFICE.

J. A. McCREARY, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

I MPROVEMENT IN DEVICES FOR HOLDING BLIND-SLATS.

Specification fornnmg part of Letters Patent No. 36,960, dated November 18, 1802,

To all whom it may concerrs

Be it known that I, JAMES A. McCREARY,
of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New Ymk have invented a new and Im-
proved Device for Holding the Slats of Win-
dow-Blinds; and I do heleby declare that the
following IS a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, 1610(1‘*11{36 hemn had to the ae-
companvmg drawings, fmmmg a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a face view of a win-
dow - blind with my improved attachment.
Fig. 2 is a horizontatal section of the same,
talen In the plane indicated by the line z z,
Ifig. 1.

blmll"’tl letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

This invention consists in the mmnfremenb
of a hinged swivel-rod, in combination with a
1'rietion-_slide and with the slat-bar and frame
of a blind in such a manner that said frietion-
slide 18 permitted toaccommodate itself freely
to the position of the slat-bar, and the slats
are retained in any position in which they
may be brought, and at the same time the
slats can be set to any desired angle by mov-
1ng the slat-bar in the ordinary manner.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe 1ts construction and operation with ref-
erence to the drawings.

A represents the frame of a window blind,
which is construeted in the ordinary manner,
and in the side strips of which the tenons a of
the slats B have their bearings. -

C 18 the slat-bar,which is hinged to the sev-
eral slats by means of staples & in the ordi-
nary manuer, and which serves to turn the
slats up or down to the desired position. - If
the slats turn loosely on their tenons, and
they are turned into 2 horizontal or anﬂ*nlar

position, the weight of theslat-barcauses them

to turn on th;ell tenons and they cannot be
made to retain the desired position, and if the
tenons of the several slats work hard in their
bearings, so that the slats will retain the po-
sition in which they may be brought, the ex-

posure of the blind to the weather will cause

the slats to bind, and they will work hard or
cause the trame to split.

Thevariousattempts madeto overcome these
difficulties by the application of friction de-
vices have not been quite successful, because

such devices have been applied to the wrong |

I place—viz., one of the slats—whereby the

whole strain caused by the iriction device 1n
operating the slats is thrown on one pair of
tenons and on one slat, causing the device to
get out of order very easy, or when applied to
the slat-bar they have not been successful,

because they interfere with the free motion of
the slat-bar, or because the fricvion created by
them is not sufficient to retain the slats in the
desired position, particularly during a high
wind. These defects are obviated by my de-
vice, which consists in a slide, ¢, which is sub-
jected to the action of a spring, d, and which
moves up and down in an open metal case, e,
similar to a well-known device used for fast-

. ening curtains. The case e isrigidly attache:d

to the slat-bar, and the spring-slide connects
by means of a rod, f, with a staple, g, that 1s

firmly inserted into the upper cross-bar of the

frame. Thelower end of the rod f is inserted
into the spring d, so as to turn loosely in the
same, and to interpose the least possible re-
gistance to the lateral motion of the slat-bar.
If it is desired to open or turn down the slats,
the. slat-bar is pulled down in the ordinary
manner, and as the slat-bar moves down the

slide ¢ is drawn up in the case ¢, and the slat-
bar and with it the slats are retained 1n any
position in which they may be brought. The
case ¢ is secured to the side of the slat-bar, so
that it does not in any way interfere with the
opening and closing of the blind, and by bring-

‘ing the conuection-rod f to the frame and at-

taching it to the spring d, so as to form a
swivel, the slat-bar is left perfectly iree to
move latel ally or to oscillate in either direc-
tion without causing the slide ¢ to bind and to
interfere with the unobsbl ucted adjustment of
the slats.

Having thus {reely described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

The arrangement of theswivel-rod f, in com-
bination with the spring-slide ¢, frame A, and
slat-bar C, all constructed and operating sub-
stantially as and for the purpose shown and
described.

JAMES A. McCREARY.
Witnesses:

I. W. CooMBs,
JAMES JLAIRD.
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