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To all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaAM 'W. HUSE, of
Brooklyn, Kings county, and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in the Process of Stripping To-

- bacco-Leaves; and I do hereby declare that :

the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription thereof. |

In the preparation of tobacco-leaves for the
manufacture of chewing-tobacco, it is neces-
sary to strip off the stalks or ribs, and it is
1mportant in doing this not to tear the leaves.

It has heretofore been the universal practice
to soak the tobacco in bundles by steeping it
1n vats-of water, and then to hang it up to al-

low the surplus water to drip out, so as to get ;

the tobacco properly moistened, to admit of

stripping off the stalks or ribs without mate- | to be worked up.
rial injury to the leaf. This mode of treat- |

ment occupies too much space in a factory and
consumes too much time, and, besides, the
leaves, after having been stripped, require to
be partially dried before the after processes.
I have discovered that by a direct application
of steam to the dry leaves they immediately
soften, so as to admit of stripping them with-
out injury, and that as soon as they are re-
moved from the presence of the steam they
are 1n a suitable condition for the succeeding

process in the manufacture of chewing-tobaceo.

The apparatus which I have used with suc-
cess in working my said improved process is
- represented in the accompanying drawings, in
which Figure 1 is a plan, Fig. 2 a longitudi-
- nal vertical section, and Fig. 3 a cross verti-
~ cal section. |

1In the said drawings, ¢ represents a trough

1

with a steam-pipe, b, extending horizontally
throughit. Thispipecommunicates withany
suitable steam-generator, and is provided with
a cock or valve, ¢, by which the supply of
steam can be shut oif when desired. That
part of the pipe which is within the trough is
pierced with small holes for the escape of the
steam into the trough, which is covered with
a woolen cloth, d. This cloth forms a table,
on which the tobacco-leaves are placed and

worked, and as the steam issues from the pipe
1nto the trough it rises and passes through the
pores of the woolen cloth and acts on the to-

bacco-leaves lying on it and softens them, so

that they can be stripped at once, and 80 soon
as they are stripped and removed. from the in-
fluence of the steam they are sufficiently dry

Cotton or linen cloth I have found to be ob-

jectionable in working my said process, forthe

reason that the steam condenses on the sur-
face and wets the leaves; but woolen cloth,
elther woven or felted loosely, I have found
to answer a good purpose, and I prefer woolen
cloth to all other substances, although I do
not wish to be understood aslimiting my claim
of Invention to the use of c¢loth of any special
Iiind. | S

- . What I clalm as my invention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is—

Theprocess ofstripping tobacco-leaves while
under the influence of steam, substantially as
and for the purpose described. o

- WILLIAM W. HUSEH.
Witnesses: |

A. DE Lacy, .
WM. H. BisgoPr,
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