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UNrTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS HUNTER,

OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN -PORTABLE SHIELDS FOR RIFLEMEN..

Speciﬁcatian forming pm:isj of -Letters Patent No. ‘3'6,'781, dated October 28, 1862.

To a,ZZ whom it Maly concermn.:

connected to the inner or under surface of

Be it known that I, THOMAS HUNTER of | the same by means of a pivot, d, so that it
the city, county, and State of New York, have | can be turned out to the posmon shown in

invented a new and Improved Portable Ar- | Fig.

mature, Table, and Bedstead Combined; and I
~do hereby declare that the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this speclﬁeatlon in
which—

Figure 1 1epresents a longitudinal vertical
section of my device arranged as a ‘bedstead.
Fig. 2 is a similar section of the same arranged
Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of the
same arra,nn*ed as rifleman’s armature. Fig.
4 is a side elevat. on of the same folded up and
ready to be carriéd from place to place.

- Similar letters of reference in the several

~ views indicate corresponding parts.
| The object of this invention is to produce

a shot-proof armature or shield which is capa-
-ble of being carried from place to place and
put up in the desired spot with ease and con-
venience, and of protecting one or more rifle-
men, and affording a firm and convenient rest
for thelr rifles while taking aim, sald arma-
ture being constructed in such a manner that
it ean readlly be folded up when it is desired
to move the same from place to place, and that
it ean be converted into a bedstead or into a
table, as occasion may require. -
- To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe it with reference to the drawings..

My armature S is made of three sections, A
B C, which are connected to each other by
hmges a b. The sections A B C are made of
thin hardened sheet-steel capable of resisting
a rifle-ball, and the hingesa b are so arranged
that the device can be readily brought in

either of the positions represented in the four

figures of the drawings. Between the hinges
a b, and on the under or inner surfaces of the
outer sections, A and C, are the legs D, con-
nected to oscillating bars ¢, 8o that they can
either be turned out to the position in Fig. 1
or turned in close under the Inner or under
surfaces of said sections, as shown in Figs, 2
and 3. Bolts E E', which are secured to the
~ under or inner surface of the middle section,
B, serve to render either or both the sections

A C rigid with the middle section, B. The
sectlon CIS provided w1th a rest, F WhICh 1S |

¢

*

2 of the drawings, or that it can be turned .
in under the edge of section C.
When this device is to be used as a bedstead,

| the sections A. B Care spread so that they are

situated in the same plane, and the legs D are
turned down to the position shown 1n Fig. 1.
1f desired, the sections may be rendered rigid
by the bolts E E’s but the weight of a person
stretched on the bedstead will have a tendency
to keep them rigid. .
In order to convert the bedstefzd into a ta-
ble, the legs D are turned -up close to.the un-

,der or inner surfaces of the sections A and C,

and sald sections are turned down to the pos1-
tion shown in Fig. 2. The middle section, B,

forms the table- t0p and the outer seetmns, A
C, the legs of the table.

"Whehnever it is desired to have a shield and
rest for the rifle, the two sections B C are
brought in a vertica,] and the section A in a
horizontal, position, and the two former sec-
tions are made rigid by means of the bolt E.

| The rest F is now turned out to the position

shown in Fig. 3, and the shield or armature is
ready. The upright sections B C protect one

or more men perfectly against rifie-balls, and

riflemen posted behind my armature are en-

‘abled to take deliberate and sureaim by plac-

ing their rifles on the rest F.

When not uséd, my deviece is foldéed up, as
shown in Fig. 4, and it can now conveniently
be-carried from place to place, or it can be'
stored away easily on a wagon.

Having thus filly descubed my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure b}
Letters Patent, 18—

1. The porta,ble foldmﬂ armature S, made
of three or more shot- proof sections, A B C,
connected by hinges «a b, substantiall V as de-
scribed, so that the sa,me can be used as an
armature table, or bedstead, in the manner

specified.

2. The application of the rest F, in combina-
tion with the section C of the armature S, as
and for the purpose set forth.

THOMAS HU\TTER

ﬂVltnesses
- R. GAWLEY,
M. M. LIVINGSTO\"‘
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