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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY H. ELWELL, OF SOUTH NORWALK, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 88,645, dated October 14, 1862,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENrRY H. ELwELL, of
South Norwalk, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Oonnectlcut pave invented a new
and useinl Implovement in Locks; and I do
hereby declare that the follow:mﬂ* is a full,
clear, and exact description of the s same, 1ef
erence being had to the aceompanying draw-
Ings, making a part of this specification, in
which—

Figures 1 and 2 are face or side views of my
invention; Iig. 3, an end view of the same;
Fig. 4, a t0p view of the same; Ifigs. 5 and 6
detached views of the strike pel tmnmn 66 the
same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

This invention relates to an improved lock

of that class designed to be applied to doors |

that open either to the right or to the left—
that 1s to say, capable of being so adjusted as
to -be applied either to a right or left hand
door. | |

To enable those skilled in the art to fully

understand and construet my invention, I

will proceed to describe it. |
A represents a lock, the latch or catch-bolt

B of which 18 provided with two bevels, ¢ «,

atb 1ts outer end, one bevel being dlreetly over
the other, and having reverse positions, as
shown clearly in Figs. "3 and 4. This lateh or
cabch-bolt may be operated by a knob in the
ordinary way. The bevels ¢ ¢’ arenotin con-
tact. A space, b, is allowed between them
for the purpose hereinafter mentioned.

C represents the strike or nosing of the
lock, which receives the bevels ¢ «'. This
strike may be constructed in two different
ways. One way, as shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2,
has two slots or openings, ¢ ¢, made in its in-
ner edge, a slot or opening bemn near each
end, but not atthe samedistance from theends.
These slots or openings ¢ ¢ are designed to
admitof the free entrance of the bevel a or ¢/,
the one which 1s not in use in the strike.
For instance, by referring to TFig. 1, it will be
seen that theslot ¢ of the strike isin line with
the bevel a of the latch or catch-bolt, and con-
sequently said bevel may enter the sfrike
when the door is closed, the bevel ¢’ acting

I

against the strike and being shoved back as
the door is closed, and then thrown by the
usual spring into the strike below slot ¢ , SO a8
to form the cateh. Thisadjustment of the lock
shows that it is applied to a left-hand door,
the bevel of a being outward. In dpp]ylﬂﬂ‘
the lock to a right- hand door the former i is re-
versed, as shown in Fig. 2, and the strike C is
inverted, so that its slot on opening ¢ will be
uppermost and in line with bevel ¢/, and ad-
mit of the latter passing freely in and out of-
the strike as the door i1s opened and closed,
while the bevel ¢, in consequence of passing o
into the strike C above the slot or opening ¢,
forms the catch; hence the slots or 0pen1nn‘s
¢ ¢ are at such pomts in the strike C as to co-
incide with the bevels a «. |

The strike C is secured to the jamb of the
door-frame in the usual way, and in order to
avoid the exposure of one of theslotsor open-
ings they may, instead of being both at one
side of the strike, be at opposite sides, as
shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2, so that either may be
used, as desired, by reversing the strike in--
stead of inverting it, as described. |

The space b, between the bevels ¢ ¢, is to
allow for the sagging or settling of the door,
so that the bevels will not on that account .
be liable to catch against the ed oes of the slots
or openings ¢ ¢.

By this invention 1t will be seen that in ap-
plying the lock to either a left or right hand

door no adjustment of the internal parts 1S re-

quired, and the lock may be manufactured
equally as reasonable as those of ordinary
construction. |

I do not claim, broadly, the invention of a
double-beveled bolt but,

Having thus described my 1nvention, Wh“tt_
I claim asnew, and desire tosecure by Lettercs
Patent, is—

H‘wmn’ the bevels ¢ '« arr ano*ed one above
the other upon the bolt B, so that the inelined
surface of ecach bevel will extend entirely
across the face of the bolt, all as set forth.

- HENRY H. ELWELL.

Witnesses:
B. H. BOUTEN,
W. T. CrAw.
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