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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL BARNES, OF ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN.

IMPROVED MILLER’S STONE-STAFE.

Speéiﬁcatiml forming part of Letters Patent No. 36,444, dated September 16, 1862,

To all whom it may concern: SR
Beit known that I, SAMUEL BARNES, of the
village of Rochester, in the county of Qakland
and State of Michigan, haveinvented a new and
Improved Miller’s Stone-Staff; and I do here-

~ by declare that the following is a full and exact

description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon. | |

A ““miller’s stone staff’’ is an instrument or
tool used by millers for the purpose of enabling
them to ascertain and mark theuneven surfaces |
of the stones, so that these uneven surfaces
may be picked away and the face of the stone
made perfectly level, and is ordinarily made
wholly of wood, with a perfectly level or even
face. This face is painted over, and while the
paint 18 fresh upon it the staff is passed over
the surface of thestone,marking only the raised
spots; but inasmuch as the stones are usually
heated from running and wet from frequent
washings during the process of picking by fre-
quently applying a staff wholly of wood, the
particles of dampness entering the wood cause
16 to expand more or less, and the least parti-

statf some slight curve, expansion, or contrac-
tion, and thus render it wholly unfit for the
time being for use. _ |

Now the nature of my invention consists in
applying to a wooden face a Lack, of iron or
other metallic or equally firm and inflexible
material, and attaching the same firmly by sev-
eral screws ar pins, so as not to penetrate thor- |

firmly and prevent this wooden face from either
warping,expanding,or contracting. This back
of iron is supported by a flange or brace, and \

in this back is set an ordinary spirit-level, so
that as the staff is passed over the stone, (and
more especially the bed or nether stone, which
1sfixed, ) forthe purpose of indicating the raised
spots, the operator can at the same time as-
certain if the face of the stone is level, or if
the setting of the whole stone is level. .
Figure 1 i8 a lateral view of my improved
miller’sstone-staff. Letter A showsthe wooden
surface or face. Letter B is the iron or other
mefallic back. Letters C C C Cis the flange
or brace supporting such back. o
Fig. 2 is an upper or top view of my miller’s

| stone-staff, lettered as in Fig. 1, with the ad-

dition of letter D, which designates the loca-
tion of the spirit-level under a brass plate.

Thisdescription isdeemedsosimple thatany
other description or direction how to make and
use my improved staff is deemed unnecessary,
unless it be to say that the staff should be of
the ordinary length of other staffs, and it is
faced and kept faced by the use of the ordinary
proof-staff in the ordinary manner.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The application of a back of iron, or other
equally firm and inflexible metal material or
substance,to a surface of wood or other porous
material capable of holding paint or other col-
oring-matter, for the purpose indicated, with-
out warping, expanding, or contracting, and
also the application of the spirit-level to such
instrument, for the purpose indicated.

. - SAMUEL BARNES.

Witnesses: |
I. L. JOHNSON,
- U, SANDT.
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