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UNITED STATES

PATENT

OFFICE.

 ROBERT PORTER, OF PHILADELPHTA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENTIN SHEET-METAL CANS FOROILS, VARNISHES, &c.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 36,259, dated September 2, 1862.

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ROBERT PORTER, of the
city of Phlladelphm, in the State of Pennsyl
vania, have invented a new and useful lmi-
provemenb in Sheet-Metal Cans for Holding
Varnishes, Oils, and other Liquids; and I do
hereby declfue that the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description of the constluc
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawmﬂ‘s malk-
ing a part of this specification, In whlch———-

Figure 1is a perspective view, Fig. 2 a plan
view, and Fig. 3 a vertical central section,
showing the improvement applied, like letters
mdlca,tmcr the same parts when in the differ-
ent figures.

The object of this invention i is to rendeér the
common cylindrical sheet-metal cans which
are used for holding varnishes, oils, and other
liquids better adapted for the pouring and
draining out of their contents through the
cork-tubes withous objectionably dlmlmshmg
the advantage such cans possess for being
packed economically.

It consists in placing the cork-tube in or

near the center of the top plate and indenting
the plate with narrow radial grooves, 80 as 130_

slightly raise the same from its periphery to

its center and produce drain-grooves between |

them on its inner side, leading from its said
periphery to the cork-tube, substantially in
the manner hereinafter described.

In the drawings, A is the top plate of the
can; B, the coik tube ¢ ¢, the narrow radial
ﬂlooves and d d the drain- -0T00Ves,

Sheet-metal cans having flat ends are much

- more economical for packmn' in boxes, &c.,

than those having funnel or conical tops; but
the difficulty of pouring and draining 11qu1ds

~ from the former is a serious obJectlon which

is entirely removed by constructing the top

plates to have radial drain-grooves in their

inner sides leading to the outlets or cork-
tubes, as represented in the drawings. In the -

' construction of these grooves the indentations

¢ ¢ in the outer side of the plate A are in their
transverse sections made nearly angular at
their bottoms, and consequently produce be-
tween them on the inner side of the plate the
series of broader radial grooves d d, which, -
when the can is being drained, serve as chan-

‘nels for directing the liquid from every parb

of the top plate, A to the orifice or cork-tube
B, the said plate bemg slightly raised from its

_perlphely to its center or cork-tube B, sub-

stantially as is represented in Figs. 1 and 3.

The corrugated and raised condition described
of the plate B also adds greatlyto its strength
as against weight or pressure from above,
which in some instances it 18 of considerable
importance to provide for in packing, while
the cost of construction is bub little, if any,
oreater than that of the common eylmdncal
can having both its ends fiat.

- Having “this fully described my improved
can and pomted out its utility, 1 wish 16 to be
understood that I do not desire to confine my-

self to the precise form and relative arrange-

ment of the grooves and cork tube as set: f01 th;

'but

What I claim as my invention, and desne to

secure by Letters Patent, is—

Providing a sheet- metal can with drain-
orooves d din its top plate, A, the said grooves
leading directly from the. pellphery of the lat-
ter to its cork-tube B, and the said plate be-
ing slightly raised toward its said tube, sub-
stantially as described and set forth, and for
the purposes specified. |

ROBT. PORTER.

Witnesses:
' BENJ. MORISON, -
JAS. MCcPEAX.
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