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Spécification forming part of Letters Patent No. 36,199, dated August 12, 1862,

To all whom it may concern
Be it known that I, JAMES CLEMENTS, of

Ann Arbor, in the county of Washtenaw and |

State of Michigan, have invented a new and

~useful Improvement in Covered Cans; and I

do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact-deseription of the same, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, making a part of this specification, in
which— _ .
I'igure 1 is a sectional elevation of my in-

- vention, taken in the line z 2, Fig. 2; Fig. 2, a

plan or top view of the same; Fig. 3,a detached
view of one of the sockets in which the glass or

- other transparent material is placed.

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.
This invention consists in providing a cov-

~ered or close can with one or more openings, in

which glass or other transparent material is

placed in order to show the quantity of the

Huid substance within the canand also the kind

- or quality thereof.

The invention is designed to obviate the
trouble of tilting or Sh&klnﬂ“ the can in order
to ascertain how much fluid there is within 1t,
and also to avoid pouring any of it out in order
to ascertain what kind of flutd 1t 1s.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully

‘understand and construct my invention, I will

proceed to describe 1t.
A represents a sheet- metal can such as are

~ commonly termed a‘‘covered’’ or ‘‘close ’’ can,

provided, as usual, with a spout or nozzle, ]3?
and an opening, C, to receive a cork or stop-
per. This can is perforated at one or more
points between its base and upper end, iIn
which perforations metallic sockets D are fit-
ted and permanently secured by solder or oth-
erwise. In these sockets D glass i or plates
formed of other ,tmnspmfent material are
placed,. one in each. These sockets may be

formed of sheet metal bent or swaged in cup
form, and having an aperture, ¢, made in their
outer ends, the transparent plates E being se-
cured in the sockets by annular plates b, which
are secured in or ab the inner ends of the sock-
ets, an annular packing, ¢, being placed be-
tween the plates b and the transparent plates

E, as shown in Fig. 1. By means of these

transparent plates fitted in sockets secured in
the can, as described, it will be seen that the
quantity of fluid within the can may be read-
ily ascertained by simply looking through the

transparent plates,and the kind of fluid which

the can contains can also be ascertained.
The improvement will not materially ang-
ment the cost of construction, and-will prove
to be not only a great convenience inascertain-
ing the qn(mtlty and kind of fluid within the
can, but will also obviate accidents of frequent
occumence where inflammable or explosive
substances are kept in cans—such as cam-
phene, burning fluid,&c.—as such substances,
when the cans are known to contain them, will
not be brought in elose proximity to a 110ht_
or fire. M.my persons annually lose the1r
lives orare permanently injured and dwellings
burned in consequence of these 111ﬂa,mma,ble
substances being poured out by mistake from
cans in close proximity to a light or fire.
Having thus described myinvention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat_

ent—

As an improved article of nmnuffx,ctme a
covered or close can provided with or havmcr
inserted in its side one or more plates of glass |
or other transparent material, substantially as
fmd for the purpose set for th |
| JAMES CLEMENTS.
Witnesses:

SILAS H. DOUGI ASS,
JOHN W. HUNT,
C. H. VANCLEY. E.
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