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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

TAMES M. WALLIS,

OF MILTON, TOWA. -

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE FENCES.

- Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 25,993, dated July 1, 18062.

To all whom t& may concern:

Be it knowun that I, JAMES M. WALLIS, of
. Milton, in the county of Van Buren and State
- of Iowa, have invented a new and Improved
Portable Fence; and 1 do hereby declare that
the following is o full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawmgs, forming a part of

this specification, in which—
- Figure 1 1epresents a face view of my in-
vention. Iig. 2 i1s a ftransverse vertical sec-
tion of the same. Fig. 3is a diagram showing
- the position of the panels on top and bottom.

Similar letters of reference in the three
views indicate corresponding parts.

This invention consists in giving to the up-
- right posts or standards to which the longi-
- tudinal rails are secured alternately an ineli-
nation in opposite directions, so that each
panel presents a warped surface, and that
when the tops of the several uprights are
brought in line their bottom ends or feet form
a zigzag line, whereby the stability and firm-
ness of the fence are considerably increased;
also, in a peculiar manner of combining the

top 1&113 with the inclined posts, as will be’

hereinafter more fully explained, whereby a

firm fence 1s produced and only one brace to

each standard is required. |
- 'To enable those skilled in the art to make
~and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe 1ts consmuetmn w1th refelenee to the
drawings.

My fence is composed of the upright stand-
ards A and the longitudinal rails B.

The standards A consist of two upright
posts, @, and inclined brace b, and the posts
~are fastened together at the ‘bottom by the
foot-piece ¢ and at the top by a cross-bar, d,
(this cross-bar may, however, be left off when
desired,) and the brace b is secured with its
upper end to one of the posts by means of a
nail or spike; and it 18 also steadied by cross-
bars, ¢ f, that are attached to one of the posts

and to said brace at certain intervals by meaue |

of nails or in any other desirable manner.
‘When the fence is put up, the standards are
placed .in such a position that their braces
point alternately in opposite directions, and
the posts a a* of the several standards A A’F
are inclined toward the feet of their braces, as

| clearly shown in Fig."2 of the drawings.

| with one end on the end of the first rail, 1%,

It
is obvious, therefore, that when the tops of
the several standards are br ought in line their
bottom parts will form a zigzag line, as clearly
indicated in Fig. 3, where the line g h indleates
the position of the top and the zigzag line ¢ j
the position of the bottom parts of the stand-
ards. |
- The rails B are placed between the posts @
in the manner as clearly represented in Iigs.
1 and 2. The lowest rail, 1, rests with one
end on the foot-piece ¢, and its other end rests
on the end of the lowest rail, 1%, in the next
preceding standard. Thesecond rail, 2, rests
of
the next suceeeding, and with its other end 1t
rests on the end of the second rail, 2%, in the
next preceding standard. The third ratl 18
arranged precisely like the second rail. The
fourth rail rests with one end on the cross-bar
fand with its other end on the end of the rail
4* in the next preceding standard, and the
ifth rail rests in asimilar manner on the cross-
bar ¢ and on the end of the next preceding
rail, 5%, and, finally, the upper rail, C, is in-
serted between the posts ¢ and above the brace
b, the ends of the adjoining rails C C™* being
placed side by side, as clearly shown in Fig. 2
of the drawings. When desired, anadditional
set of rails may be placed on the upper cross- .
bars,d,inthestandards. For fences of ordinary
hewht however, these cross-bars and the ad-
dlthl’l‘ﬂ rails can be dispensed with. It will
be observed that the rails fill completely the
several spaces between the posts ¢ and cross-
bars ¢ ¢ f, so that no rail can be raised to ad-
mit swine to trespass. Furthermore, by plac-
ing the ends of the sixth or top rail C C* side
by side a tie is formed, so that no panel can
be upset withount entlrely overturning the
whole fence, and that one brace on each stand-
ard is quite sufficient to render the fence firm.
The principal feature of my invention con-
sists in the inclination given to the posts «,
which, when placed alternately in opposite di-
rectlens cause the panels to assume warped
surfaees, and when the tops of the several
posts or standards are brought on line their
bottom parts form a zigzag 1111e thereby 1m-
parting to the fence additional Smblhty and

| firmness.
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