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IMPROVEMENT IN APPARATUS FOR STEAMING OYSTERS.
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. Specification forming art of Letters Patent No. 35,511, dated June 10, 1362.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY EVANS, Jr., of
the city and county of Baltimore, and State
of Maryland, have-invented a new and useiul
and Impmved Apparatus for Steaming Oys-
ters, Vegetables, &e.; and Ido hereby declare

~ that the same is deeertbed and represented in

the following specification and drawings.
To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-

~scribe its construetion ‘and the mode of asing

it, referring to the drawings, in which the

- same letters indicate like parts in each ot the

figures.

Figure 1 1s a plan or top view of the mppa
ratus. Fig. 2 is an elevation of one side with
the door open.
without the car.

The nature of my invention wnelsts in the
combination of a steam -Dbox with rail cars
and tracks, arranged to operate in the manner
hereinafter desecribed. |

In the accompanying drawings, A 18 the
floor, upon which a strong etefmm bex, B, 1s
p]eeed large enough to receive a carfilled with
oysters. This box may be made in the form

- shown, orin such other form as will answer
| filled with oysters run over it into the steam-
‘box B to be steamed. Thus, by having a se-

the purpose, and provided with a door, B/,

which may be firmly fastened and packed with
felt or some other material, so as to make the
joint between the door and the box as near

steam-tight as convenient.,

C O are rail-tracks, fastened to the floor and
leading into the box B, for the car D to run
on, which car is made te contain about twenty
The bottom of this car 1s
made of bars E E, with spaces I I¥ between

 the bars, to allow the steam from the pipe &

to pass up between them, in, among and be-
tween the oysters to eoek them, so that the
shells will open freely, and allow the oysters
to be removed with far less labor and in far

less time than would be required to remove
- them before they were cooked by the steam.

The steam-pipe G passes into the box B
down to the floor, and is bent in the form

- shown Dby dotted lines in Fig. 1, so that the
~ car will stand right over 1f when 1t 18 in the
box, and the upper side of the pipe is perfo-

Fig. 3 is an end elevetmn

ratéd with a series of holes for the steem to
issne and pass up between the bars of the bot-
tom of the car, as before mentioned.

H is an opening in the floor, and I is a lat-
eral transfer-table, arranged te traverse on
the rails J J in the. opening H, to transfer the
car of steamed oysters from the track C C to
the track K K, parallel to C C. -

The wheels et the transfer-table are shown
at Li L, Fig. 2.

The relle CCand K K ehmﬂd each be made
long enough to hold three or more cars between
the tr enster table I and a similar transter-ta
ble at the opposite ends of the tracks U .uad

| K, so that the cars may be loaded with oys-

ters on the track C C, and run ifito the box B,
and steamed until the shells open freely, then
run out onto the transfer-table I, and {rans-
ferred to and ran onto the t1aeke K K, and

| the oysters taken out, and the car run onto the

transfer-table, {at the opposite end of frack
from the table 1,) by which it is transferred to
the track C C, and loaded or filled with oysters,
and run forward into the steam-box B.

After the car of steamed oysters was run off
of the table I onto the track K the table was
run back to the track C €, and another car

ries of four or six cars the laborers can be con-
stantly .employed loading and unloading in
succession as they are. eteftmed and emptied,
and a regular and continnous business carried
on. The end of the box B to which the door
is hinged may be made perpendicular, if pre-
ferred.

I believe 1 have described and represented
the improved apparatus which I have invented
for steaming oysters so as to enable any per-
son skilled in the art to make and use if.

I will now state what 1 desire to secure by
Letters Patent, to wit: .-

In eombmetmn with a steam-box, t,he cars
and tracks, constructed and ermnﬂed substan-
tiaily as deserlbed
HENRY EVANS, JR.
Witnesses: | |

I. DENNIS, Jr.,
W. THOMPSON.
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