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o tavern, or other public place.
S were prowded with suitable 1001{5 and were
. kept locked except when opened by the mes-
~ senger, who was provided with.a key and at

| 'bV the mails from cities and towns were
~ posited in the dmp—letter box of the post-
~ office.
- which atteﬂded the populm*lzamon of postal
o facilities made manifest the inconvenience of
“ o carrying or sending every letter to the post-
oo office by a 513601&1 messenger.
© . viated in part by 1IlC11V1C111&18 and companies
. who established a system of collecting letters

~at various points in recelving-hoxes bearmﬂ |

JOHN B. WIURRAY OF NEW" YORK N.Y.

IMPROVED MODE OF COLLECTING LETTERS ON STREET-RAILROAD LARS

Spemﬁcatlon f01m111 palt of Lettels P&tent No. 35 323 dated May 2(} 186‘3

| '__fa 6&ZZ whon it ma __/ concern:
- Beitknown thatI, JOEN B. WIURRAY of the_
o clty and county of New York, in the State of
- New York, have made certmn new and use-
oo fad Improvemeuts in Means for Collecting Let-
o ters and other Mail Matter for the Mzuls in
- Cities and Towns; and I do hereby declare

- that the following 13 a full and accurate de-
- seription thel“eof reference being had to the
o annexed dmwmg% making a part of this speci-
ﬁeatlon, and to the lettersof.reference thereon..

Formerly letters intended to be dispatched
r-[eﬂ

The great increase of mail matter

“This was ob-

their name and stationed in some corner %tore

These boz._es

. St&ted tlmes vigited the boxes, removed the

~ post-off

ate mail matter therefrom, and conveyed it to the
R Althoun'h ‘a small .charge was
Lot made for ﬂllS service, it was eons1de1u1 )
- great convenience and saving of time, and
e Lhe practice was continued by private indi-
. viduals until the business became of consid-
~ erable 11111301’*13&1109 both: peeunmrﬂy and with
| ---;'1"efel*enee to the convenience and comfort of
- the community..

ce.,

The want of 1“espon31b111ty
of the private persons and companies engaged

: in this business led to the approprmtlon of it
~+ by the Government, and it became a part of
ST the business of the Posb—Ofﬁee Department.

In the progress of time the Insecurity of the

0 letter-boxes in the corner groceries and tav-
~~ -~ erns in which they were kept and the em-
<0 barrassment which attended access to them
w0 by females and children, led to the adoption
Coodne o of east-iron boxes pl&eed upon the street-
-+ lamp posts, which are reasonably secure and

. accessible to the publie; but although the lat-

. ter mode of collecting letters for the mails in
b towns and eities is a mamtest 11111:}1"017611116111:
8o fam as the I'eceptlon &nd Secumty of the let-

‘ner stores, let were
1not possess any advantage over the old mode
in point of (Jelerlty of conveyance of the let-
ters to the post-o

ter is concerned, over the old tin boxes in COI’- o
formerly used, it does

1ce, which is one of the most

‘Important 1‘equ1rements Of any loeal letter-

“cireuitous route of the messenger.

collecting system.
Letters deposited in the lcmmp -post: boxes

must wait a longer or shorter period, in pro-
Pportion to the number of times per day the

messenger visits them, before they commence
their journey to the post— office, to which they
do not even then go directly, but pursue the
Hor this
reason the practice of dlspatchmg letters by
special messengers to the post-office is contin-

‘ued by thosewhosenecessitiesrequire prompt

transmission of their letters by the first mail.
For this purpose I take advantage of means
already in use for the public conveyance of
passengers from point to point within cities,

towns, &c., such as street-railway cars and om-

nibusesrunning on regularstated routes. The

routes of such conveyances in cities, inorder to

accommodate the necessities of Glty travel, are
usually arranged so as to converge to the

- business eenters near which the post—ofﬁce 18

generally loeated

My said invention consists in improving
the means of collecting letters and other mail
matter for the mails in tewns and cities by

combining the before-mentioned letter-boxes

provided Wlth suitable locks with street-rail-
way passenger-cars or other similar public
and constant; passenger-vehicles such as are
used on stated routes in said cities and towns

for the local conveyanece of passengers, sub-

stantially hereinafter deseribed.

The drawings illustrate my invention as

adapted for use in connection with a street-

raillway car, Figure 1 being a side elevation,
and Hig. 2 a tmnsverse section, of the same.

Letter a. represents a receiving letter-box
located. near one end of the car, under the-
seat for passengers. It is provided with a

proper aperture or slide, b, through which
letters may be introduced 1]:11:0 the bozx from
the exterior of the car by any person stand-
ing on the platform or On thc, street besu:le-
the car. ~

Letter ¢ represents the door to the letter—
‘box, provided with a lock, d, whieh is kept



that purpose.

1o cary the letters

B 353393

i f S @lwked to pi event the ‘[)&Sbellﬁ er*s Wltlnn the§

m* fronl access to the letters.:

o The Opemtmn of ' my 11‘Went1011 18 that let—~;
SEREEEERE ?te*t*s dropped in the box immediately move to- |
i ward 'the posteoffice, and when they arrive at!|
-1 theend of the route of the street-caror other:|

11 publie vehicle by which they are eonveyed, or |
cohat tlmt pfu*t: of the route nearest to the 1)081}—5

1 office, may be taken fromthe carimmediately:
o the.lmst-nﬁiee.b;_ a messenger, who is pro-
o iwiaded with a ]{(,v and intercepts the ear for

SERERERERERE 1f the lettersareto be removed:

0 from the box before the ear reaches the end:
b of itsiroute, it will beconvenient to have tlie!

i door of ithe box on the outside of the car in:

i pesition as shown by dotted lines; Ifig. 15 and:

St s evident that many changes may be made:
i in the situation of the  letter-box  without:
i ehanging nmtelmﬂy 18 relative eonv: emenee%
SEEEE R *’111(1 seeurity asa repository for letters. 1
atmn.that{mé
EERREREN mﬂw.ﬂ,} rourties between eities and towns rail-
i way-carriages have been set apart for the es-
i pecial conveyance: of imails, to the exelusion;
o of passengers; and I am also aware from 1n-
~ formation that some yvears ago the experi-
riooiment was tried of  using a _pmmh for the re-

i ception of letters in connection with suel a

5 Dbeing: brought: by special: mes-

Now, [ am aware from inform

yengers: from: various parts Of the mty of

LW tshuw ton to said car at the railway-station,
'rom which it departed daily for Baltimore,

What I claim as my invention: is— | | |

i Collecting and conveying letters and other
;nmll matter to the post-office (in: towns: and o
cities Dy means of properly-secured; letter-
boxes: or other suitable 1*cp051t01*1cs forthere ;1 1
ception of drop-letters, in combination: with . .
ot other :suitable: public .
vehicles isuch as: ELI‘G used for: 1()6&1 passenger: o
conveyance on istated routes in: t{)wn% ::m{l EEE R RN

streetsrailway cars

;(311;1@%, sub&tmmmuv as deseribed.

JOHN B. uURRAY?*f%ffj:efg

XVltlli}Sq(LS"“:‘::”5?”55‘:"'
J on CLARK

the letters: being introdueed into: smd (,ar
hrough-a hole in the side, and received inan. ..
open box or pouch inot protected from aceess .0
by a lock; and in a private apartmentoeccu-: 1 1
pied by a mail-agent; whose business it was .
to transfer the lettears as they came: through . . .
' the hole in the side of the car immediately to
the proper mail-bags in the said privateapart- . |
ment, which was alocomotive post-office and 0
not b{ﬂtdble for the purposes for which myin- . .1 1 1
éventwn isadapted,and1 therefore dl&@l&llﬂ 11:
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