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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE A. MEACIHAM, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN BUTTONS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 24,897, dated April 8, 1862.
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1o all whom it may concern.

>e 1t known that I, GEORGE A. MEACHAM,
of the city, connty, mld State of New '101‘]1,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Buttons; and I do hereby de-
clare that the followi 1110 18 a full and exact de-

seription of the same, “reference being had to

the accompanying drawings, in whic

Figure 1 18 a back view of the button be-
fore 1t is placed on the shank. Fig. 2 is a
section of the same. Iig. 31s back view with
the shank secured in place, and IFig. 418 a
section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures.

Myinvention 1s an improvement on the but-
ton patented by me January 10, 1860.

The nature of my invention consists in a
headed stud or faztening so constructed as to
be capable of being fixed to the garment in-
dependently of the bhutton proper and allow
of the button being subsequently attached
thereto when used in combination with a solid-
faced button-head adapted to be so attached,

‘whereby the fastening may be firmly fixed to

the garment and the button loosely attached
to and capable of turning thereon, and also
allow of different buttons being attached to
the same fastening, if desired.

The nature of myinvention also umsmtb 1
the employment of a movable key or locking-
piece within the button, in connection with
and so arranged relatively to an opening in

the baclk of.the button that the head of the

stud or shank may be placed in the said open-
ing after the stud has been fixed to the gar-
ment, and may be securely fastened thervein,
so that while the button 1s at liberty to rotate
upon the stud and to be rocked to a limited
extent thereon it cannot be removed without
unlocking or destroying it.

To enﬂblo others skilled 1n the art to malke
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe 1ts construction and operation by the
aid of the drawings.

D is a headed c\hanlx *’LIMII is acollar [1tted
thereto. |

I is a nut or washer. The cloth G is placed
between the washer or nut I and the eollar
H, and by screwing or riveting the shank D

to the washer I the whole is fir mly attached

to the garment, as represented.

A is the face of the button proper, and b

- the back, firmly attached one to the other,

and leaving a space in the interior, as repre-
sented. The back B is pterced with an open-
ing M m, of such form that the head of the
stid D may be inserted in the larger part M,
and then be moved to the smaller part m at
the ecenter of the back of the button. Within
the space between the back I3 and face A, 1
place a disk C, which is free to rotate rela-
tively to the button, and is pierced with an
opening N 7, corresponding to M m. A slot
S in the back B allows the inserting of any
suitable instrument for the purpose of turn-
ing C relatively to B.

To attach my button to a garment, shank
D 1s first firmly fixed to the cloth of tﬁe oar-
ment G. The head d of the shank D is larger
than the smaller portion m n of the openings
in I3 and C and smaller than the larger por-
tions M N of the same. When, therefore,the
openings M and N coincide, as shown in Kig.
1, the head of D is inserted through both, and
then slid into the part m n of the said open-
ings, which correspond withthe center of the

button. Now, by inserting an instrument in
“the slot 5 the piece C is turned into the posi-

tion shown in IKig. 3, completely locking the
shank D to the bufton, so that 1t cannot be
removed therefrom, though it is free to rotate
therein. To prevent any possibility of the
piece C becoming turned baclk to its original
position,so astoreleasethestud D,I make with
a sharp-pointed instrument one or more 1n-
dentations L in the back B and center piece
C, which locks the parts C and B together, so
that C 1s no longer capable of being turned
relatively to B. This prevents D from being
subsequently removed without first destroy-
ing the button. |

By constructing the stud D so asto be fixed
to the garment separately {from the button 1t
may be screwed or riveted firmly thereto
without injuring the face of the button. The
carment may be finished and pressed before
putting on the buttons, which are therefore
out of the way ‘while pressing, and when for
any reason it is desired to change the button
the face or head A B C may be broken and
removed and any desired style of button at-
tached to the stud D without removing the

| latter from the cloth or interfering in any



- _Imanner Wlth 1fs attachment thereto.
. narily buttons cannot be replaced aftera coat |
18 finished without either sewing through the

~lining (and in somé msatance% lmmﬂ' and
- pockets) or ripping open: and resewing a 1@1 oe |
. :pmtwn of the garment. o

- By means of the lockmﬂ demce C I am en- |
~abled to produce a fdce-button WhICh has all
o the advantages of the button patented byme |
- January 10, 1860, among which are ease in
- buttoning, owmwto the looseness of the but-
. ton on the sh&nk less strain on the fastening
~ from the fact thatno twisting force can be ap- |
. plied, and less wear on the button—-hole from |
- the faet that the button is free to move with
—~ - the portion containing the button-hole in- |
- stead of being rigidly fixed to the other pmtlon 1
—of the ﬂalment |

2 , | 34,897

II&VIHG‘ Now fully d(}bcl ibed my mventl-on

o vhat L clalm as new therein, and desire to se- |
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A stud or iastemnﬂ D d, so constr ueted

~as to be capable of bemﬂ securely attached to | -

Ordi-|

the garmentindependently of the button and
admit of the button being subsequenfly at-
tached thereto, in combination with a but- =
| ton-head having a solid or continuous face
and adapted to be so attached in such man- =

‘ner that it may swivel around freely thereon, -
substantially as and for ’rhe pm*poqe herem A

Set forth.

substantially as herein set forth.-

G A. MEACHA\T

VVltnubses’
THOMAS D. STETSON---- NS
WM. B, SMITH.

2. Abutton having the key or 10(,1{111rr—pm(* o
C rotating or otherwise movable within itand o i
80 ,;Lrlanﬂed relatively to the opening M min = - o« -
the baek of the button and to the head d of
the stud D that afterthe latter has been fixed
to the garment the button may be seeurely =
fastened thereto with liberty to move thel eon,

In testlmony whereof I have heleunta sef myf B
| hand in the Plﬁ‘Senee OE two subbenbmn w11;-- S
| “neqcseq S |
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