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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

O. R. BURNHAM OF NEW YORK, N Y.

IMPROVEMENT I'N HOOP SKIRTS

Speciﬁbation formin‘g part of Letters Patent No. 34,?’37, datedMarch %5, 1862.

To all whom it ma 1/ COTLCETT:

Be it known that I, O. R. BURNHAM, of the

city, county, and State of New York,. have in-
vented a new and useful Impmvement in
Hoop-Skirts; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, 1eference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming partof this
speelﬁeatmn 10 whleh-

Figure 1 is a side view of a skirt w ith my
impr ovement Fig. 2 is a vertical section
~ taken at the intersection of one of the hoops
and suspending-tapes, exhibiting the parts
larger than natural size. Fig.3 1s a face view

of a portion of one of the hoops on a scale

corresponding with Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a per-

spective view of one of the Plasps for secur-

ing the hoops to the suspending-tapes.

blmllal letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures.

- This invention consists in the construction
of skirt-hoops each of two or more narrow
strips of steel or other metal arranged edge

to edge and united by braiding or weaving

them together with cotton or other ihrous

mater 1&] by which construction several im-
portant advantages are obtained, to wit:
first, facility 1is “afforded for 111‘3611311’10‘ the
clasps through the hoop; second, the hoopq
are render ed more uniformly eldsmc and Jess
liable to get out of shape, for any sott place

“in one of the strips will be strengthened by

the adjacent parts of the other or others, it
being very improbable that soit portmna, of

two Strlps will be presented at the same part
of a hoop; third, the hoops, while being stiff
~and elastic in a horizontal direction, are less
stiff in a vertical direction, and so less liable
to stick up when the wearer sits down.

It also consists in a certain combination of
stich hoops with tapes or straps and metallie
- clasps, by which a very strong and durable
skirt is produced. o

In the example ot my invention represented
in the drawings, the hoops A Aare composed

each of three narrow strips of flat steel set edge .

to edge and woven together, the weaving being
effected by arranging the said straps in the
loom as aportion-of a warp with warp-yarns of

cotton orotherfibroussubstancebetween them,

and operating with a filling of fibrous yarn,

| as in ordinary plain weavmﬂ* but mstead of

being woven together they may be braided
togethel. with threads of cotton or other
fibrous material in a braiding-machine. The
hoops thus made need not be any or much
wider than the steel hoops commonly used.
I prefer to use three strips a o @ for the con-
venience of inserting through them the two
prongs b b of the claqu B B which are em-
ployed to secure the hoops to the tapes or
straps C C, the said prongs being inserted
through the hoops between the middle and

| the two outer strips @ @ a in the manner

shown in Fig. 2.

The clasps B B are made of fin- pl&te or -
other sheet metal with pointed prongs which
pass easily through the suspending tapes or
straps and tthUﬂ*h the fibrous covering of

the strips a a «, a,nd are afterward bent to-

ward each othel over the mlddle sh}p, as

| shown in Fig. 2.

I prefer always to hme the Suspendmcr .
tapes or straps woven double and open in
those partsof it where the hoops are to be at-"
tached, so that the hoops may be inserted .
through them in the manner shown in Fig.
2,and woven single between these parts. The

prongsof the clasps pass through the tapesor
_stmps on both sides of the hoops | A
What I claim as my invention, and de%ne R

to secure by Letters Patent, is—
1. The construction of skir t~hoops of stups
of steel or other metal arranged edge to edge

and woven or braided together With"ﬁbrous -

material, so that each hoop shall be com-
posed of two or more Stri ips, Substantmlly as

herem specified.
. The combination, in a skirt, of tape% or

stmps C C, woven double at the place% where

the hoops are connected and single between
those parts, hoops which are composed each
of two or more strips of steel united by weav-

{ing or braiding, as described, and are in-
serted through the double portions of the

straps, and metallic clasps passing through
both the tapes or strapsand the hoops, allas
he1em speclﬁed :
0, R BURNHAM
¥V1tnesges '
EDWARD W. IIOI)GSON
- JAMES LAIRD. |
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