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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 34,481, dated February 20, 1862.

T0 all whom it may concermn: |

Be it known that I, JoEN CHRISTY, of Bal-
tic,in the county of New London and State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Smoothing-Irons; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
making a part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a plan of my invention. }ig. 2

18 a side elevation of the same, the “iron’ be-

ing shown in a longitudinal section.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

The object of this mventlon is to provide a

ready means of detaching the handle from

the iron to enable 1t to be kept cool while the

“iron is being heated, and also to make one

and the same handle answer for a whole set
or a number of irons of different sizes; and it
consists in a simple combination of parts
whereby the desired result is effected 1n an
easy and expeditious manner,as will be here-
inafter fully deseribed.

To enable others skilled in the art to fully
understand and constr uet myinvention, I will
proceed to deseribe it.

A represents the iron, which may be of the
usual or of any desired shape or size, and ot
cast or. malleable or of any other suitable
metal. In the top of thisiron and extending
Jongitudinally thereof through the middle is
an oblong mortise B, in which the legs of the
handle are placed and spread apart to secure
the handle to theiron. Theiron at each end
of the oblong mortise is undercut equal toone-
half the depth of the mortise from the bottom
up, forming ledges a b, with which the feet ¢
d of the 1ews resl)ectwely engage whenspread

apart 1n the mortise.

E represents the handle of the iron and C
D the legs of the same, which are attached—
the former at the front by a pivot ¢ and the
latter at the back end-—rigidly in any suit-
able manner. The leg Cabove the pivotter-
minates in a bar G, which shuts in a groove
formed in the top of the handle, and when

‘shut therein corresponds with the contour of

the handle. This bar projects over the back

end of the handle in the form of two ears g/, |

between which a gravitating cateh 21s pivoted
and engages with a latch pro;jectlon 7 on the

outside of the leg D to secure the bar in a |

closed condition and with it the handle firmly
to the 1iron,

The legs C D being the exact |

width of the oblonrr mortise in the iron and
when spread apart ﬁttmﬂ* nicelyin the ends
the same, secure the handle to the iron as
firmly as if it was permanently attached in
the usual manner.

The iron being placed over the fire to heat,
the handle is detached from it by t&kmﬂ
hold of the leg D with the left hand and lift-
ing the OatCh%Wlth the one finger of the right
hand which disengages it from the latch pro-
Jeetlon when by llftmn' the end of the barto
which the eateh is att:a(,hed by means of the

cateh the leg C is partly withdrawn from the

mortise in the iron, (shown clearly by red
lines in Fig. 3,) led.-VlI]ﬂ' the other leg free to
be moved fmwmd in the mortise to relieve
the foot, when the handle is free to be re-
moved from the mortise and iron.

To attach the handle to the iron the legs

‘are first placed in the oblong mortise and

spread aparl by g rasping the parand handle |
in one hand and pressing them together. The
cateh. i, when the legs are properly adjusted
in the mortise, being forced down by its gravi-
tating end, engages with the lateh projection
7 0n the leﬂ‘ D and securely locks the handle
and iron ton‘ethel

The pnnclpal advantage to be derived from

| having the handleso auanﬂ‘ed that it can be

detached from the iron at ple&sule is that 1t
enables the laundress or other person using -
the iron to always have a cool handle to take |
hold of, instead of having to wrap a hot han-
dle with a cloth or holder to keep the hand
from being burned.

Making one handle answer for a whole set
of irons enables them to be furnished at a
much cheaper rate than when each iron has
its handle permanently attached, as isusually |
the case.

I do not claim, bm&dly S0 constructing a
smoothing-1iron that its handle can be de-
tached at plea,sme but

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— '

The handle E, bar G, gmwtatm@ catch 2,
latch 1)rOJect1011 7,and legs C D, provided with
feet ¢ d, in combination with the oblong mor-
tise B, ledn'es a b, and iron A, when a,uancred
to opelate in the manner :;md for the pur-

pose set f01th
J OHN CHRISTY.

Witnesses:
CHRISTOPHER FLYNN,

GEORGE SMITH.
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