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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

~ JOSEPH H.DUFFIELD, OF GLASSBOROUGH, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN CASES FOR RAILROAD-TICKETS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent ﬁo. a4,2495, dated January 28, 1862.

o all whom it inay concern:

- Be it known that I, Josepa H. DUFFIELD,
of Gzlassborough,in the county of Gloucester
and State of New Jersey,have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Cases for Rail-

road-Tickets; and I do hereby declare that the

following is a, full clear,and exact description
of the constl netion and operation of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, makmﬂ-‘ part of this specification,

in whleh-—-

Figure 1 is a front elevatmn Kig. 2 a cen-
tral vertical section, and Fig. 3 a sectional
rear view, of a ticket-case having my improve-
ment applled thereto, like lettels indicating
the same parts when in the different ﬁﬂ'ures

The best ticket-cases in use in railr oad-—sta,-

‘tions, theaters, &c., require that the operator:

shall apply his thumb and finger directly to

the top and bottom tickets, respeetwely? of |

the paclk in the case and by frietion with the
finger cause the bottom or required ticket to
be 1)1 ought sufficiently in advance of the oth-

ers to enable him to withdraw it entirely.

This mode of advancing or protruding the re-
quired ticket is ob,]eetlon&ble, because it 18
1Inconvenient and, unless the finger be moist-
ened, sometimes difficult. Itis true there has
been produced a registering apparatus ‘in
which a slide, an inclined plane, and several
gear - wheels are so combined that while a
single ticket 1s pulled forward by the oper-
ator an index 1s operated and the said ticket
registered; but this device is necessarily
very complicated, and therefore costly and
very liable to derangement. Toobviate these

objections in ticket-cases is the purpose of

my invention.

It consists simply in the application to any
sultable ticket-case of a sliding spring-stem
constructed and arranged as hereinafter de-
seribed and set forth, Whereby on removing
the pressure of one’s ﬁnﬂ'el or thumb apphed
to push the said stem inward the reaction of
the same shall bring forward the single ticket
required.

In the drawings, A repr esents the case; B,
the pack of tlckets as placed therein; C, the
stem, which 1s adapted to slide in a hole in
one of the sides of .the said case, and also in
contact atits rearend with the twolowest tick-

The case A may be constructed of any size
that the dimensions of the pack of tickets
may require, leaving an opening a’ in front
and in the same plane with the upper side

of the bottom of the said case of the full width

and thickness of any one of the tickets B.
The front and bottom of the said case may be
fitted with suitable flange-plates ¢* a® to sup-
port and retain the pack B, as seen in the
drawings, or the said front and bottom may be
closed, so as to leave only the necessary nar-
row opening a’in front and the supply-open-
ing at the top a¢*. A narrow smooth piece of
wood or wire ¢’ may be fixed in a vertical po-
sition against the middle of the back of the
case,as seenin Iigs.1and 2, to keep the pack
of tickets B from direct contact with the said
back to diminish friction or to allow the pack
to sink more readily when the bottom ticket
is entirely withdrawn from the case. A small
weight E should also be laid upon the pack,
substantially as seen in Figs.1and 2, to make
its descent absolutely certain.

The stem C, which 1s adapted to slide in a
hole 1n one of the sidesof the case and in con-
tact with the two lowest tickets of the pack,
consists of a projecting thumb-piece ¢/, which
in the interior of the said side piece of the case
1s diminished in diameter, so as to move with-
in a spiral spring F, (see dotted lines in Fig.
2,) and also form upon it a shoulder to abut
against the one end of the said spring, while
the other end of the spring abuts against the
case in such a manner that when the stem C
is pushed inward it shall compressthe spring
and when the pressure 1s removed from the
stem o’ the reaction of the spring shall throw
the said stem out again to its normal position,
as seen in the drawings. After passing
through the spring and back of the case the
stem Cextends first obliquely downward, then

under the case, and connects with a block G,

which by means of tongues and grooves or
otherwise 1s caused to preserve a position
parallel to the bottomn of the case and the pack
of tickets as it 1s moved backward and for-
ward in operating the stem C. The said block
G projects above the bottom of the case inan
opening therein for the purpose exactly the
thickness of any one of the tickets in the pack
B, and is attached to the stem C, so that when

ets of the pack, and b’ the protruded ticket. | the latter is pushed back at ¢’ to its limit the
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o front edge of the said block G shall pass but | access will be 1nstant1y had to the tlcket% as
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