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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY HOWSO\T of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvann have invented an
Improvéd Safe or Box for Matches, &e.; and I

do declare the following to be a full clear, and

exact description of the same, 1eferenee being
had to the accompanying drmvings and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention consists of a tilting receptacle,
having a projecting front, and hunu to a sta-
tionary frame of such a shflpe as to form the
coverforthesaidr eeeptqcle which isrendered,
hy weighting or otherwise, self-closing qcra,lnst,
the cover, the whole bemo constructed :zmd ar-

ranged Substfmtnlly as dQSCl ibed hereinafter
for containing matches and other articles, pre-
serving them from exposure and per mlttmﬂ"
their re&dy removal.

In order to enable others to make and use
‘my invention, I will now proceed to describe
168 (301]&13111(3’61011 and operation.

On referenceto theaccompanying drawings,
which forms a part of this specification, Fig-
~ure 1 is avertical section of my improved box
or safe for contqiu’inn matches, &e.; Fig. 2, a
front view; Fig. 3, a view of the plate for form-
g the statlonary frame; Fig. 4, the plﬂte for
formmo the tilting 1eceptacle and Figs. b and
0, :modl ications of the box or safe.

Similar lettersrefertosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

The safeis made of two parts—the stationary
frame A and the receptacle B for the matches.
The frame, as seen in Iigs. L and 2, has a hori-
zontal top or cover 12)1’1138 a, w1th a turned-up
flange, b, and end plates, ¢ and ¢ ,2which, in the
present 1ns’mnce are of the ancvulmr form rep-
resented, and between which the receptacle B
fits smlgly, but so as to vibrate freely, this re-
ceptacle having an inclined or projecting front,
d, a rounded rear, ¢, an opening, f, at the t0p
zmd pbelng closed at each end, one end being
pr(}vlded with a projection, &, passing thr 0un*h
the plate ¢, and the other w1th 3! snmhr Pro-
jection p"tssmo through the plate ¢’ of the outer
casing. These proj 6{313101]8 form the axis on
Wth]l the receptacle B vibrates, the rear of
the latter forming the segment of a hollow cyl-

. 1in the turned- -up flange b.
, to be taken from the receptacle the fi

ceptacle preponderates and tends to maintain

the upper edge of the inclined front ¢ in con-
tact with the undel side of the top plate, «, of
the frame. This preponderance of the rear of
the receptacle may be increased by a a weight,
¢, Or & spring, 2, (shown by dotted lines )may,
beintroduced for effecti ng the desired purpose.
The safe thus constr ucted may be securedtoa
wall, ¢, by nails or tacks passing through holes
When a match has
nger is
placed on the upper edge of its projecting »front
d, (a part of the top phte @, being cut away for
the purpose,)and the 1eeeptaele iIsdrawndown
t¢ the position shown in dotted lines, which is
stch as to permit the ready withdrawal of the
match by the same finger or fingers which
caused the depression. WVhen the 1eeeptaele
is released from the pressure of the fingers 1t
will instantly recover its former posﬂslon the
upper edge of its projecting front resting
against tho plate A of the frame, which thus
serves as a cover for maintaining the matches
free from exposure, and 1)16%111311]6 their ac-
cidental ignition. The upper edge of the
rounded rear ¢ of the receptacle should be as
near as possible to the under side of the plate
« of the frame, which may be provided with a

‘projection, m, for limiting the depression of

the front of the receptﬂ,e]e

In forming the above-deseribed safe of sheet-
iron, tinned plates, or other metal easily bent,
two pieces only are necessary-—narnely, that
shown in Fig. 3 for forming stationary frame,
and that represented by Iig. 4 for forming the
receptacle—as will bereadily understood with-
out further description.

When the safe has to stand on a desk, table,

. &c., the end plates of the frame mmy be made

in the form represented 1n Fig. 5, or that seen

~in Ifig. 6, the latter showing the form in which

I propose to make the safe of cast-iron.

The top plate, a, of the frame or the front of
the receptacle, or both, muay besanded or other-
wise roughened, so as to present a proper sur-
face against which to strike the matches.

Although I have described my invention as
a repository for matches, for which purpose it

inder, of which this axisis the center, and the | is especially well adapted it will be evident
| latter being so situated that the rear of the re- | that it is 3;13];}110%10]6 to other purposes.
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... instance, it may form a useful adjunct to the | and open top when so hungto,and so combined - = = =
oo tollet-table for containing  pins, &e.,ortothe | with an outer frame or casing, A, of such a SR

oo writing-desk. for: containing postag e stamps, | shape that ;the-latterfshall;form:aseover:for the o

e e &es :In fact it forms a serviceable self- -closing |"said receptacle, and when the latter is rendered -
.+ boxforany artlcles whlchhavetobefxequentlyr by a weight or otherwise self-closing against

o cccremoved. o | -.:thecover Substantmlly%ssetforbh fmthepu'"”ff”“”
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... ofthe stationary fmme which may be consid- | In: testlmonywheleofl havemoﬂed my name: i

oo erablymodified. Wlthout losig-any of its prop- | to this Speclﬁcamon In the pl esenee of two sub AERREERRES

erties as a 'Sllpp01t and cmerforthetllbmgifscrlbmgW1tnesses
receptacle, which may be also modified in| - - o
form, ~ HENRY HOWSON‘ |
R Iclmmasmvmventmnanddesre:t-oseeur?e CWIItnesses:
| by Letters Patent— | JOHN WHITE, o
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