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‘0 all w}’wm it may concerm: -.

Be it known that I, WILLIAM BURNETT, of
Joston, in the county of Suffolk, in the State
of "\Idbsachusgtts have 111vented certain Im-
arovements in WquLets and I do hereby de-
clare that the followi ing 1s a full and exact de-

seription thereof, reference being had to the

accompanying dr'l,mnﬁ‘s, making part of this

specification, and to let‘rer& of reference
marked thermn.

The nature of my invention consists in pro-

viding a sunitable hand-hold at or near the

breech of a ' musket or other like fire-arm far-
nished with a sword or bayonet, which will

rendertheinstrament more effective i ina hand-

to-hand encounter; as, when exigenev rve-

quires, a lenger reach may be obtained, and

1) thrusb may ‘he made with oreater central

~ force and cermmty of effect, whlle Q ﬁrm hold

of the musket is still seeur (:-d
. To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction by 1Ltelence to the ac-
companying drawings.
Figures 1 and 2 are A, side and tOp view of
a muelxet constructed on my lmproved me

Fig. 3 1s a section thronnh A B, Fig.

Thls musket is constr ueted throunhout in
the usual manner, except that the blee(*h 1S
provided with a suitable opening,
which, as ol)poltlmlty may oifer, the hand may

be leadlly inserted, and afirm hold of the mus-
ket beine thus secured at its extreme end it
- may be Jdunched or thrust forward with oreat

force and rapidity, and with a reach far be-
yond that which can be obtained with a mus-

ket as ‘usually constructed.

The many cases in which a musket pr ovlded
with this improvement may be used with supe-

‘rior effect will be quiteapparentto those famil-

iar with the use of such arms, and in the hands
of infanfry practiced in its use it will be a
weapon of the most formidable character, The
end of the stock, which would be otherwise

~ weakened by reason of. the opening C made
through it, is sultftbly strenn*thened by a cap :
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C, mto_ |

| or sheathing of metal, D, which 18 firmly se-
cared to the stock by SCrews. The wood E of

the hand-hold is separate from the stock, the
fibers running longitudinal with the openmﬂ* C.

Fig. 4 exhibits another mode of construc-
tion, whlch may be adopted, and is perhaps

_prefel able tothat just descrlbed as the dimen-

sions correspond to those now employed in the

- construction of ordinary muskets, while all

necessary strength is secured. The metal
strap or mounting ¥ is-fitted nicely to thestock
and secured by proper screws. The wood @G,

which formsthe round of the hand-hold is also

“held firmly in place by screws. Instead of this
~wood G sheet metal may be employed, the

same being bent into proper form and then
brazed hunly into 1ts place.

The opening through the stock might, if de-
sired, be made 1011w1tudmally as represented

in I‘Jﬂ 4.-by dotted lines H, and would sub-

serve a good purposein mmly cases by length-
ening the reach and furnishing a more secure
hold, the hand-hold thus provided being also

ased as occasion ‘might s_uggest,instead of

orasping the musket at the small of the stock
J, which is usual; or a combination of these
£ o openings G and H in one might be em-

ployed, ther eby sccurmg all the advmntawes of

each.

T do not confine myself to the 1Jreci'%e form
'md arrangment of the hand-hold as here rep-.
resented, as any other form and arr angement

of the same which will secure the end contem~

plated, would be equally embraced within my

sald invention. |
What I claim as my invention, and desire

‘to secure by Letters Patent, is—
. Providing a musket or Gther like fire-arm -
furnished w1th a sword or bayonet with a suit-

able hand-hole at or near the breech, substan-

| tially as and for the purpose herein Spemﬁed |

WM. BURNETT.

Wltnesses'
ROBERT B. HNE
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