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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

W. DE WITT, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO.

IMPROVEMENT IN HARVESTERS.

Speeification forming part of Letters Patent No. 34,090, dated J anuary 7, 1862,

- To all wham zt ma I/ CONCern:

Be it known that I, W. Dt WirT, of Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State of
01110 have invented certain new and useful
Impl ovements in Mowing-Machines; and I do
hereby declare that the fo]lowing is a full and
complete description of the construction and
operation of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, making a part of
this specification, in which—

Figurelisaplanview. Fig.2isasideview.
Fig. 3isan end view. Iig. 418 asectional view
of Fig. 1 in the direction of the line x x. Fig.

b i1s a view of the cam-latch or key.

Similar letters of reference refer to like parts
in the different views.

The nature of my invention relates to a de-

vice for raising and helding a flexible cutter-
~ bar, 8o as to pass readily and easily over ob-

structions, and at the same time allowthe cut-
. ter-barto fall below the level of the wheels, and
to render it firm, sothat it cannot be depressed
at any point of its elevation, as hel einafter de-
scribed.

Figs. 1, 2, and 3 1eplesent the general view
of a hmvestel to which my 1mprovement 18
attached.

A and B are Sprmn -bars secured to the un-
der side of the frame, to which the brace C,
that supports the ﬁnn er-bar, is secured.

D is the shoe of the fing er-bar I, connected
to the brace C by pivots or pins D" on which
1t moves.

B is an ad]ustable cam-lateh or key connect-
ed to the brace Cby apin, I, or its Lquwalent |
passing through the slote, I‘igs 2 and 5, 1n the
key. Yo the upper end of this key 1s attacbed
the chain H, that is secured to the lever L at
J, by means of which it is operated, the lever
L moving in the socket or fulerum M secured
to the top of the {frame. Thekey I# 15 formed
of one or more inclined planes, constituting a
projection or lip, N, of such a Shape asto form

a fulerum, when power is applied to raise and
lower the finger-bar, rendering 1t flexible only
in one direction, and at the same time pre-
venting it from being depressed at any point
of its elevation. 'When the finger-bar is par-
allel with the ground, the key is in the posi-
tion shown in Flﬂ‘s 1 2, and 3; but the key
will admit of the nn"f ‘er-bar bemﬂ let down far-
ther in the dir eetlon of the 11]16 A’ in Fig. 3,
if desired. When the cutter-bar is first e,le-
vated by raising the lever L, the key moving
on the pin I, and by means of the lip N, under
the brace C actmg as a fulerum, the lower end
of the key is made to press ag ainst the shoe
D, as shown in Fig. 4, inclining the shoe and
cutter-bar upward. They are then lifted in
that position asindicated by the dotted lines
in Figs. 2 and 3.

With this arrangement the cutter-bar can be
adjusted to mow belaw the lower plane of the
wheels, or above 1it, thus being particularly
well adapted to an uneven surface, for if one
or both wheels are elevated the bar can be ad-
justed to cut below them, and it can be ele-
vated to pass over any obstacle. | |

As the cutter-bar isinclined upward toward

! . . ; _
the end, it is not necessary to raise the shoe

and heel of the bar so high as in the ordinary
way 1n passing overobstacles. Consequently

| less lifting 1srequired. The inclination of the

cutter- b"u:' upwardand its elevatlon are simul-
taneous.

What I clalm asmy improvement, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 18—

The adjustable slotted cam-latch or key I,
‘connected to the machine at or near the heel
of the finger-bar, and operated in combination
there*mth by means of the lever L, in the man-
ner and for the purpose Speelﬁed

W. DE WITT.

Witnesses:

W, H. BURRIDGE
A. McCLELLAND.
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