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o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, CONRAD STAUF and
URISTIAN JOSEYF STEINBACH, of the city of
St. Louls, county of St. Louis, and State of Mis-
souri, have tnvented a new and useful Improve-
ment in IFire-Arms, called the ¢ Portable Bat-
tery,” applicable toany description of fire-arms,
from a pistol to a cannon; and we do hereby
Ceclare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the constrauction and op-

eration of the same, reference being had to the |

annexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, in which the battery and all its parts
are shown, the different parts being marked
with the letters of the alphabet.

The following is a description of the battery
or improvement. It consistsofa cylinder, A,
from two inches in thickness to any thickness
desired and from two inches in diameter to
~any diameter reqaired, revolving horizontally.
This c¢ylinder may be pierced with seventy-five
or more chambers, aceording to its thickness.
It may be loaded or charged as it revolves,
thus making it a perpetually - repeating gun.

Instead of the chambered horizontal ey linder
Atrevolvingonavertical axis,asshown,acham-
bered spherical breech of the same diameter
may be used, revolved upon a transverse or
horizontal axis, or, as an obvious equivalent,
two or more disk or annular cylinders, A, in-

tersecting each other at a transverse axis, in |
the manner of meridiaa lines, may be used,

thereby greatly increasing the number of
charges held by the battery. The charges are

- placed in this eylinder, and in front of it are |

the barrels, twenty-five or more in number,
which are stationary, and arranged in a fan-
like form, in the segment of a cirele, as . seen at
C in diagram. Each chamber in the cylinder

r

|

be fired in one minunte.

corresponds with and comes opposite to a bar-
rel at the moment of discharge. They are fired
or discharged by means of the locks H. It
may be fired as fast as it can be loaded, and
as many as four hundred and eighty balls may

If the invention be applied to pistol or mus-
ket barrels, the cylinder should be pierced for
twelve balls, Fora cannon, the improvement
is placed upon four wheels,as in ordinary cases,

and by means of a gage-screw, G, it may be

elevated or depressed in a moment to any an-

gle desired.

The improvement may also be placed below
the axle, thus doubling the number of guns.

The guns may be fired either with percus-
sion-caps or by means of a mateh.

The entire improvement or part of it may be
covered with sheet-iron, so that the men and -

horses shall be protected from the shots of the

enemry. By a peculiar mode of attachment
(shown on the diagraw; letters D and E) the

| horses may move the eannon either backward
{ or forward, and in time of an engagement need

not be detached from the gun,as with ordinary
cannon. '

‘What we claim as new,and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— :

A portable battery or platoon gun consist-
ing of a horizontal chambered cylinder, or its
equivalent, with divergent barrels, all con-
stracted and operated substantially as de-

‘seribed, aund for the purposes set forth.

CONRAD STATUF. ,
CRISTIAN JOSEYF STEINBACH.

- Witnesses:
FrANcCIS MINOR,
JOHN T. HOLMES.
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