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Toe all wchom it may concern

Be 1t known that I, J, D. OWEN, of Carlin-
ville, 1n the county of Macoupin and State of
111111015, have invented anew and useful Ma-
chine for Kxcavating Post- Holes: and I do
hereby declare that “the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the eonstum
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a
p.;ut of this specification, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

The object of this invention is to excavate
holes in the ground for theinsertion of posts;
and it COI]SIStS of a metal eylinder, which is
forced 1nto the earth to the depth quuued for
the reception of the post, and is then with-
drawn with the inclosed soil, somewhat after
the manner of a hollow pun(,.h or a sugar or
buttontap. Theearthissubsequently punched
out of the cylinder by striking on a rod fitted
Into a follower within the cylinder.

Figare 1 1s a plan, Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
section, and Ifig. 31s an elevation, of the said

m‘lchme of my mventlon whichl 11%13113 term
a ‘“post-hole excavator. 2

The cylinder ¢ ¢ is made with its interior
slightly enlarged or flaring like a Lell -mouth
toward the lower edge. 0 b D are braces sup-
porting the head c¢. d is a follower fitting

loosely within the cg,lmder and eeis a 10(1 J
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' passing through the head ¢ and resting upon
the follower d
The operatlon of my machine is as follows:
The follower d is plaeed upon the ground in
the position where it is desired to excavate
the hole. The eylinder « aisthen placed over
it, and forced into the earth Dy striking on
the head ¢ with a maul, or in any otber smta-
blemanner. When lthas beensunk sufficiently
deep? as 1s represented in Ilig. 3, it may De re-
moved with its contained mth by prying it
up with a lever inserted between the braces
b b under the head; or it may le lifted by a
couple of men. When it has been pulled up
the earth may be removed from its interiorby
msertmg the rodethroughthehole in the head
¢, a8 18 shown in Fig. 2, aml striking 1t with a
mau] which will cause the follower d to torce
out the earth,
Having thus deseribed the nature and op-

eration of my said invention, what I claim as

my invention, and desire fo sewre by Letters
Patent 18—

The combnmtmu of the cylinder ¢, the fol-
lower d, and the rod ¢, when constr m,ted and
a1mnged subatantmll; as described, for the
purpose of excavating holes for posts.

Witnesses: J. D. OWEN.

J. P. W0oO0DS,
ALLIN COCKRELL.
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