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Speciﬁcatibn forming part of Letters Patent No. 33,990, dated November 26, 1861.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN M. MULLER, of
Richmondville, in the county of Schoharie and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Tanning Leather; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same.

This invention relates to an improvementin

tanning leather whereby the work may be very
expeditiously done and leather of a very supe-
rior quality produced.

The invention consists in using a decoction
of common tansy and hemlock or oak bark, as
follows:

I use tfrom two (2) to four (4) ounces of tan-
sy and about four (4) pounds of hemlock or
oak bark for every hide to be tanned. The
hides are placed in the liquor, and are handled
once & day for four days. The hides are then
placed in fresh liquor amd allowed to remain
therein for three days. The hides do not re-
quire to be handled the threelast days or after
being placed in the fresh liquor, which is pre-
cisely the same as the first.

This is the whole process, and it will be scen
that the time required for performing the work
18 extremely short, seven days being sufficient
for ordinary calf-skins. Heavy hides may re-
main in the liquor a few days longer, if neces-
sary. Sheep-skins can be tanned in two days.

Tansy, besides ¢ tannin,” possesses an oil |

which 18 extremely ¢ nourishing ” to leather—
that is to say,it imparts pliability toit—effect-
nally preventing it from cracking. The tan-

- ning properties of hemlock and oak bark are

well known, and are in common use among tan-
ners, and they perform their usual funetion in
this process. Either bark may be used.

Although I have described in the process
that two liquors are used, the second being ap-
plied on the fifth day, still this is not essen-
tially necessary inordertoobtain good leather.
It 18, however, more profitable for the tauner
to use two liquors, as the leather thereby re-
ceives more oil and its weight is proportion-
ately increased.

I would remark that the liguor formed of
bemlock or oak bark and tansy does not
‘“sour,” and hence may be used indefinitely,
the diminution caused by the absorption of it
by the leather beingsupplied from time totimo
by fresh liquor.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secare by Letters
Patent, is— S

The employment or use, forthe tanning of
leather, of tansy, in combination with hemlock
or oak bark, sunbstantially as set forth. |

J. M. MULLER.

Witnesses:

W. C. LAMONT,
JOEL CONYL,
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