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10 all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, A. H. MERRILL, of bos—.'
ton, in the county of Suﬂfolk and btate of Mas-

Saehusatts, have invented a certain new and

useful device constituting an implement or
instrument for handling lamp-chimneys and -

for placing or removing and adjusting them
to or from or on their seat on the lamp; and
I do hereby declare that the following, taken

in connection with the accompanying draw-
ing, which forms part of this specification, is

such a full and clear description of my inven-

‘tion as {o enable others of suitable bLlll to
- make and use the same. -

There are few using lamps of various kinds
in which a chimney ﬁttmg over the flame is
emploj, ed who have not experienced the great
inconvenience and risk which attends the

“handling of the chimney. Sometimes there

is alittle trouble and delay in fitting the chim-

ney toits place on thelamp after the latter has

been lighted, and in putting it on and adjust-
ing it the ehlmney, which 18 usually made of
thin glass and shaped at its lower end to lie in
olose proximity to the flame and gradually
tapering to a smaller diameter upward, be-
comes 80 rapidly and much heafed as to make
the handling of it by the fingers extremely
mconvement or painful, and 1f not speedily
adjusted it is often necessary to lower or ex-
tinguish the flame and give time for the chim-

- ney to cool before again attempting to adjust

it. The same .or falmllddi‘ objections and in-
convenlences apply to removing the chimney
when the lamp is burning or shm tly after it
has been extinguished for the purpose of
trimming the wick, replenishing the lamp with
oll or ﬂmd or for other purposes, and in then

handling the chimney there is not only.dan- |

ger of bu1 ning the fingers, but also of break-
ing the chlmney by belnﬁ' torced to drop it
prematurely, owing to the ﬁnﬂ'ers on firstcon-

tact not being fully Sen81ble to or of the ex-

treme heat of the chimney. 1 accordingly
have contrived a device or implement which

~ forms a removable handle to the chimney ca-

pable of easy gear with and tight but soft

~ grip of it and facilitating the placing and re-

moving or adjusting of the chimney at all
times and however hot without risk of burn-
ing the fingers or breaking the chimney, all

| of metal or other suitable

| avoided except through the interposition of

the aforesaid chlmney-handle or chimney-
gripper forming or provided with a handle.
In the accompanying drawing, which rep-

‘resents a view in perspective of one style or
form of iny chimney-handling implement in
the act of being applied to the adjustmentof

a chimney on a lamp, the portion marked A
indicates a ring or other shaped frame, made
material, and of
somewhat larger cross-dimensions than the

Jlamp-chimney or lamp-chimneys generally, so

as to freely or loosely surround the same when

| fitted on or over it, as shown in the drawings,
and to adapt the 1nstmment to different-sized

chimneys. This frame A may be suitably
constructed to form the handle, or it may
have a branch handle B fitted onto it to fa-
cilitate the application of the implement and

through ig the handling of the chimney in

the varioud ways or for the ditferent purposes

“before specified or otherwise.

C are lower elastic jaws or blades connect-
ed with the frame A. These jaws, of which
there may be any number, but preferably
not less than three, may mehne inward . at
their upper porbions or from their junction
with the frame, but should incline outward
at their lower ends, so as to form a bell-mouth
or easy-recelving space to facilitate the slip-
ping of the implement onto and over the
chimney D, and to insure at a point or points
above the lower ends of said jaws a gradual
elastic grip on or of the chimney, free from all

liability of fracturing thelatter when roughly
or rapidly applying the implement. Upper

jaws or elastic blades K are also shown as pro-
vided on the frame A. These upper jaws
should beof such thickness or so shaped and
arranged as to be less elastic than the lower
jaws, or when the implementis fitted onto the
lamp-chimney so as to yield with less freedom
away from it and preferably to tighten their
grip on the chimney when the latter is lifted
by theimplement, and inthe adjustmentof the
chimney to or on its seat to have a tight hold

{ on it. IFor this purpose or these purposes

said upper jaws, which may vary in number,

are shown set inclining inward upwardly at |

a much quicker angle than is the taper form
of the chimney, so that in lifting the chim-

handhno' of the latter by the fingers being | nes’ there will be & parblal tendenay of the




chimney to bend down or inward the upper
ends of said jaws or less inclination for them
to slip from their grip on the chimney than
there is in the case of the lower jaws, and
theyare furthermore made serrated or forked
at their upper ends to give them better bite
on the chimney and to insure their firin grasp

of it, as before described. DBy these means
- or their equivalents the implzments may be

readily applied to any chimney without risk

of fracturing the latter, and be held by the
one hand, leaving the other hand at liberty

to adjust the spring or other stop, if any be
used to secure the chimney to its place; also,

the chimney, however hot, may thus be han-
dled without inconvenience or risk of burn-
ingthe fiugers or hand and be adjusted round
.'11:8 seat or be lifted on or off with certainty

of hold and dispateh. Providing the imple- |

32,170

| ment with both upper and lower Ja,WS effectu-

ally prevents tipping of the chlmney when
being held or acted upon by it, alike when the_
chlmney is on its seat as When off.

‘Having now described my invention, I
claim— -

As a new article of manufaeture, a lamp-
chlmney-handhng device formed of or form-
ing a gripping-frame and handle, combined

for application and use %ubsta,ntlally as here-

in described.
In testimony whereof 1 have aned my

name to this specification before two subscmb- _
Ing witnesses.

VVltnesseb
I‘REEMA.N UPHAM,
CHAS. B PHILLI,PS
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