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UNITED

STATES PATENT OFFICE.

A. C. FUNSTON, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELT AND THOMAS
| L. MORSS.

SLATE-PENCIL SHARPENIER.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 82,940, dated July 30, 1861.

To all whom t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, A. C. FunsTow, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylv‘mm have invented
a new and Impr oved Instrument for Sharp-
ening Slate-Pencils; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, cleal, and
exact description of the same, Ieference be-

1ng had to the accompanying drawing and

to the letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention consists of an instrument
described hereafter whereby slate pencils
may be recduced at the end to a uniform
taper and readily pointed as they become
Worn.

In order to enable others to make and use
my invention I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation.

On reference to the accompanying draw-
ing which forms a part of this specification,
Figure 1 1s a longitudinal section of my in-
strument for shwrpenmo* or pointing slate
pencils. Fig. 2 an extemal side view of the
same, and I I‘1o 3 an end view.

Similar letters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

A is a plate of steel, brass, or other metal
or alloy of metals possessing the necessary
elasticity. This plate 1s bent to such a form,
and 1s of such a width as to be easily held
between the finger and thumb, the bent
portion of the plate being enlar Ged as seen
in Fig. 2, so that the opening “alluded to
hereafter may not Impailr its elasticity.

Fach end of the bent plate 1s furnished on
the mside with a block B of steel, and each
block has a recess, concave 1n form when
viewed transversely as in F'ig. 3 and increas-
ing oradually in size from the outer to the
inner end of the block as seen 1 Iig. 1.
The recess of each block is 1n fact of such
a form that when the blocks are nearly
contact with each other the two recesses com-
bined present a space of the same conical
form as that to which 1t 1s desirable to re-
duce the end of the pencil. Ifach block
(when viewed transversely) 1s so 1nclined

from the edges of the recess to the edges of |

the b.
in ot

ock as to present two cutting edﬂ‘es z .
der that the blocks may retain their

one may at all times coincide with that of
the other, one of the arms of the bent plate
A 1s furmshed with a wing « on each edge
these wings embracing the blocL on the other
arm of the bent plate as seen 1n I1g. 3.

An opening large enough to admit a slate
pencil of the or dmfuy size 15 mace i the
bent end of the plate A, at a point central
with a lime drawn horizontally through the
center of the conical opening formed by
the recesses of the blocks B, B.

In handling this instrument the plate H
15 held between the finger and thumb of one
nand, at a point near “the blocks while the
slate pencil 1s held 1n the other hand, passed
through the opening in the bent 1:}01131011 of
the phte and its end nserted into the conical
opening formed by the recess of the blocks
the latter being in the first instance a short
distance apart from each other and more or
less force bemng exerted on the plates by the

finger and thumb while the pencil 1s turned .

around or backward and forward, so that
the eutting edges 2 will soon impart the de-
sired shape to the point of the pencil. As
the pomnt is reduced by the cutting edges the
pressure on the plates 1s increased until the
blocks nearly touch each other when the pen-
cll will have received a point of the desired
sharpness.

It 1s 1mportant that the pencil should be
retained 1n the same longitudinal position
during the above 0perf1t1011 otherwise the
point “would be in danger of breaking hence
the 1importance of the opening 1n the bent
end of the plate A the said opening serving
as a guide.

It should be understood that prior to com-
mencing the sharpening process a slight ta-
per a.ppl"oximating to that which it has
subsequently to assume should be 1imparted
to the point of the pencil by means of an or-
dinary knife the above described instrument
being intended more for retaining the pencil
in a properly pointed state than for reducing
1t 1n the first instance.

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

1. The bent plate A, with the opening in

proper lateral position so that the recess of | the bent portion of the blocks B B3, each
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block having a tapering recess and cutting | name to this specification, in the presence of
cdoes @ 2, the whole being arranged and | two subscribing witnesses. .

~operating substfmtmll as set forth. -
9. Tn combination Wlth the bent plate A | = . - AG FUNSTON
5 and its blocks B B, the wings ¢ @ arranged as | Witnesses: -
-set forth for the pu1 pose- spemﬁed - . Hexry Howson,

In testimony whereof, 1 have signed my | = Jornx WHITE.

e .
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