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--’l all whom it maJ concerm. S

Be iv known that I, CHRISTIAN SHARPb, ef
Philadelphia, Pennsylvame, have invented a.
new and useful Improvement in Breech-Load-,
ing Fire-Arms; and I do'hereby declare the
following to be 2 full, clear, and exact descrip-

. "tion of the same, referenee being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters ef B
_ | -forms the breech of the fire-arm has an annu-
My invention relates to an 1mpr0vement 111-f

_..hreech loading fire-arms in which a barrel or
~ Darrels armnrretl to slide to and fro on the
o __-stoeL are used and my improvement consists:

- reference marked thereon,

 in a device, deserlbed hereinafter, for locking

- and relea,smn' the lever whleh operates the'i |
5 a portlon of the under side of the barrel and

. “barrel.

o In erder to enable others skilled in the ert
~ tomakeand use my invention, 1 will now pre--|
. ceed to describe its construction and operation,
- Onreference to the accompanying drawings,

~whiceh form a part of this specification, Figure

~ 1isalongitudinal section of my improved fire-
- arm; I‘m- 9, a transverse section on theline 12,

¥ig. 1 11 ig. 3, a-transverse section.on the hne
3 4 Fw 1 Fig. 4, a transverse section on the

hue 50, thh the barrel removed; Flﬂ' 5, an ex-
| state that it serves the purpose of extracting

_te1101 v1ew of the fire-arm.
A represents the stock and B the bdrrel ef

| the fire-arm, the projecting 1)01'131011 a of the

former havuw a longitudinal recess or grogve

adapted to a 10n<r1tud1nal projection on the

~under side of the: bauel the said projection

and reeess: bemﬂ' of such eferm that the barrel

can slide fr eely in the projecting portion ¢ of
the stock in a line parallel, or thereabout, with
its bore, but can have no ether movement in-.

To a pin, e, passing throue'h the prq] eetmﬂ"

. __-13011;1011 @ of the stock, is. hmﬂred the lever. C
the bent arm ¢ of whmh is of sueh a, shape as_

to form a trig wex-ﬂllard This lever C has an

- angular 1}10_]eet10n, one side, f, of which con-
- sists of a gradual 11101111%1011 adapted to anin-
~ clined recess in the under side of thé barrel,

~ the otherside, &, of the angular projection. be-—'-
~ing more abrupt and foumncr part of the cir-
| ,cumte1enee of a cirele of. wlueh the falerum-
pin € of the lever is the (.ent,er, the end of the
- recess in the barrel being of a form to cemc1de-

o with {his- Ul(l of the 1)10J€:Gt101’1

‘To a pin,4,-which passes through 2, projec-
twn Qt the ley er C is 301nted one eud ef bhe

T rod D, the eppesme end of Whlch 18 connected -

to a pm, 4, passing through a projection on
‘the under side of the barrel. ~ As this lever-
‘arrangement for operating the barrel is de-
Ser 1bed in my patent for breech-loading fire-

' Pl&[ld.tvl()n will be unnecessary. - .
The projecting portion % of the stoek Whlch -

lar recess for the reception of the end of the
ba,rrel and within this recess is a second for

metallic cartridge 1 ,...f, which 1s of the ordinary

constraction. . )
‘Within a recess, ‘\I formed by cuttmg away

a portion of the stock in the neighborhood of
the breech k, is hung an arm, N at the outer =
“end of Whmh is a prmeetmn, n, with a notel
at the top for catching awa,mst the inside of
‘the enlargement [ of the ca.ltmdfre a spring, p,
secured within the said recess beermo- against
the arm, and tending to maintain its notehed
projection in close centmet with the cartridge.

| As this spring-arm N forms mno part of my

present improvement it will suffice here to

the spent cartridge from the barrel as the ht
tel is being meved forward. .

\Vlthlnareeess P, formed in the under side
, Q, having twopro-
jections, q and q. the 101:"111(,1 of whleh hasa

of the stock, 18 hunn* a dog

Tounded end and a shoulder for catching hold

| other projection, ¢/, of the dog Q being so ‘situ- -

| ated as to be readily teuelled by the tmﬂ er or

l thumb of the operator. The hold of the pro-
jection ¢ on the proj icction ¢ is maintained by |
a spring, w, which 18 secured to the dog and
pears ag ainst one side of the recess P. |

F

position shown in Fig. 1 the fire-arm is ready

ger arrangements—devices w hich are so well
known that is has not been deemed HGCBSS’ll y
to illustrate them in the drawings. :

‘arms, granted January 25, 1859, fmthel ex-

recelving the collar or enlargement I of the o

| of a shoulder formed on the rounded projec- -
tion ¢ on the bent end ¢ of the lever C, the

When the parts above deseribed are in thej .

tor being. dlschmned which may be accom- N
‘plished by any of the usual hammer and trig-

After the discharge of the ﬁle arm the op- -

| erator pushes the 1)103eet10n q of the dog Q,
| and thereby releases the projection g fr om its
i hold on the prOJGBtIOIII} ot thelever C Whlch is



- on the bent end of the guard which it previ-

~ seen, therefore, that the under side of the stock

2 .~ | 32,7990

now at liberty. 1t will be observed that this |
projection ¢ is in proximity to the trigger-
guard, and that it occupies such a position in
respect to the stock that when the operator
applies his thumbd to the guard with the nail |
in contact with the nunder side of the stoek, the |
end of his thumb must - first push the projee- |
tion ¢' and release the gnard before the body
of his thumb is in actual contact with the bent
- end of the said guard, thus insuring the re-
- lease of the latter before the operator com- |

mences to depress the guard, in doing which
~his thumb continues to maintain that position

ously held prior to its depression. It will be

1s the guide in the first instance for the posi- |
tion of the operator’s thumb, and that he has-|.
no movement to make for the purpose of un-
locking the guard other than that absolutely
necessary for seizing and operating the guard
itself. = S .

"1 do not desire to claim, bro.adl)’g a catch for

- locking and releasing the lever which operates

the sliding barrel of a breech-loading fire-arm;
but - - | |
I claim as my invention and desire to secure

by Letters Patent— o
The spring-dog.Q, with its projections ¢ and .

¢, in combination with the projection ¢ of the
guard-lever O, when the said projection ¢ is
sipuated in respect to the under side of the
stock and the bent end of the said guard-lever,

as and for the purpose herein set forth.,

. In testimony wherecof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. |

~ CHRISTIAN SHARPS.
 Witnesses: =~ '

HENRY HOWSON,
JOHN WHITE.
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