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MACHINE FOR FOGLDING CLOTIL

Specification of Letters Patent No. 32,761, dated July 9,

1861,

1o all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, J. D. Exvrtor, of Grai-
ton, in the county of Worcester, in the Htate
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
usetul Improvement in Machines for Meas-
uring and Folding Cloth; and I do hereby
declare that the followu'w is a full and exact
description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings . and to the
characters of reference marked thereon.

Similar characters of reference indicate

the same device 1n all the figures.

‘To enable others skilled in the arts to com-
prehend, make and use my 1nvention L pro-
ceecl to describe its nature, constmctmn and
operation.

The nature of my invention consists in a
pair of reciprocating blades, constructed and
operating so as to fold (‘:Ioth or similar fab-
rics upon a table, with jaws at either end
arranged to catch and hold fast each fold as
it is laid upon the table and so arranging
the said table that in the passing of the said
blades under either jaw the table shall drop
away from the jaw in advance of the blade
so as to prevent the rubbing of the blade on
the cloth, and pulling the cloth from under
the opy Josite jaw; also to facilitate the re-
moval of the cloth folded from the table.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view. Hig. 2 1s

101101t11dma.1 section showing 1n black the
machme as 1n operation, f*nd in blue when
at rest or preparatory to receiving the cloth.
IFig. 3 represents card teeth filled up more or
less with olue, shellac or any substance that
will adhere to the leather .:111(1 teeth, to pre-
vent the teeth from growing loose in the
leather and to hold them 1N ihen position, as
well as to prevent the teeth Trom holding on
to the cloth when the table 1s dmpped or
jaw hoisted to remove the cloth when rolded.

A is the frame of the machine, B B bars
over which the cloth to be folded passes:

'C (C? are two blades connected together at

both ends and between which the cloth
passes.

D is the driving shaft. 1 I the cranks,
I K the pitmen connectuw the cranks E E

with the blades C C%, G and G are rods hung
at the lower end H and to the end ot the

blades C C? for the purpose of raising them
from the table M while passing irom one
extremity of their motion to the other, given
by the cranks It I&; I 1s a rod made fast to
Lhe end of the blades C C2 and PAssing up
through the swivel L, and serves to turn the

plades while 1n motion, M 1s a movable
table, N 1s a movable jaw hung at P, Q 1s a
fixed jaw, B R are guide 1ods to hold the
movable table M 1n phce' > 1s a cam on the
shait I for operating the t-able M and the
jaw N through the levers T, and U rods V
and W and their connecting levers X, Y—
A'—B'—(C’—D’ and the ratchets I£" and I’
and the pawl G and H’; A* 1s a shoe on
which the pawl G" rests when not acting.

K and L are shafts on which are the levers
A’ and B” M" and N’ and the ratchets E’
and I, the red lines on the levers M” and X
repr esent spiral springs with one end fast to
the shaft I and L, the other end made fast
to the levers M’ and N’ which are loose on
the shaft IX and L.

O’ is a movable rod attached to the sta-

tionary jaw O and operated by the lever P’
through the cord R’ and lever §'—T'—U"’

Bt

and spiral spring 3.

The machine 1s operated as follows: The

table M being in position as denoted by blue
lines, pass the end of the cloth as indicated
by the heavy blue lines over the bars B B
down and between the blades C C? leaving

then with the foot press down the lever P’
to the catch 4 which through its connections

by the cord R’ to the levers M and N’ winds

up the spiral springs A® and B? which are
sufficiently strong to turn the shafts K and

the end on the table M and under the jaw O
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L which turning serves through the connect-

ing levers B’ C” A’ and Y to raise the table
M. to a position denoted by the black hnes
also raising the rod O” from under the jaw
O through “the cord R’ and levers S and T”
and the end of the cloth will be held fast
between the end of the table M and the card
teeth on the under side of the jaw O—which
teeth are shown at Fig. 3. Then by turn-
ing the crank in the direction of the ATTOWS,
the blades C C? are moved forward and the
blade C carries the cloth under the jaw N
which 1s raised by the action of the cam S
upon the pawl H’ through the lever T and
the rod W and shaft K which in tur ning
raises the jaw N and lowers the end of the
table M, allowing the blade C to pass be-
tween them and when the blade is on the
point of returning the cam S ceasing to act,

the pawl H’ falls back and the jaw N falls '

the table M rises and the cloth 1s 0%110111;
between the jaw N and table M and held
while the blade C, is drawn out leaving the
cloth; and contmumg the motion the blades
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