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tuberance ¢, on its upper side to be acted | specified.

Lo all whom it may concern: - upon by corresponding protuberances d, d,
Be 1t known that I, Wrrrisa T SHELDON, ¢ on the under sides of the playing keys, 55
of Fast Mendon, in the county of Monroe | M is g horizontal serew made with jour-
and State of New York, have invented a | nals 6y 4y to fit in fixed bearings e, ¢, 1 the
5 new-and useful Improvement in Melodeons | lower part of the case, said journals being
and other Octave- Keyed Musical Instru- - o shouldered as to prevent any longitudi-
ments; and I do hereby declare that the fol- - hal movement of the said screw. - 60"
lowing 18 a full, clear, and exact description i1 N is a nut. fitted to the scrow A, and
~of the same, reference being had to the ac- | secured rigidly to the sliding frame K. One
10 companying drawings, forming part of this | end of the serew s made with a square, 7.
specification, in which— - - walch can be reached by a key inserted in
Figure 1 is a plan of a melodeon with my | a hole at one end of the case for the purpose 65
improvement, having its cover removed to | of turning 1t. By turning the serew, the
expose the key-board. Tig. 2 is a transverse | nut is made fo move longitudinally upon
15 ‘vertical section of the same, in the plane in- | it and the frame K, and key-board are
dicated by the line @, #, in Figs. 1 and 3. | moved lengthwise of the instrument and the
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of the same, | serew holds the key-boavd securelyv in any 70
1 the plane indicated by the line v, v, in position. The length of the screw is euffi-
Figs. 1 and 2, showing the parts in front of | clent to permit the key-board to be moved
20 the plane of section. . the entire length of an octave. -
Similar letters of reference indicate cor- Lhe fixed scale is shown in Fig. 1. lettered
responcing parts in the several figures. C, C%, Dp, D, Dg, Ep, &e. corresponding 75
The object of my invention is to enable | with the denominations of the notes of =z
players of little experience to play on dif- complete octave, the several equal spaces on
25 ferent keys; and to this end my Invention | the said senle corresponding i width with
consists 11 a movable key-hoard so applied | the widths of the spaces occupied by the
and combined with the reeds or their equiva- | back parts of the keys, and by the levers 80
lents that by the aid of a fixed scale in front L, L, and being severally opposite to levers
of the key board it mav be set to play inn | which act upon reeds representing the notes
30 any desired key. with which thev (the spaces of the fixed
Lo enable others skilled in the art to make scale) arve respectively marked. One of the
and use my mnvention T avill proceed to de- | O playing-keys is marked C, or Do, and 85
seribe its construction and operation. - when this kev is opposite to the C-space the
“H 15 the case of the instrument. key-board is in position for plavine in the
35 I, 1, 1s the key-board composed of a nwn- | natural key. By moving the kev-board to
ber of playing keys representing a complete bring the marked playing key opposite to
octave more than is represented by the reeds any other of the spaces of the fixed seale the 90
o, J, or other equivalent devices for produe- ! playing will be performed in that key and
g the musical sounds. These playing r 1n all positions of the lkev-board while the
40 keys are attached to a horizontal shiding | playing kevs range with the spaces of the
frame I, which enables them to be moved | fixed scale, the proper order of the semi-
horizontally in a direetion parallel with the | tones i« preserved. 95
front of the key-board. The opening «, . L do not claim broadly providing a mu-
of the case, where the key-board is exposed | sical instrument with a movable key-board ;
45 Tor playing, i1s of such length as to expose | but
only a number of the playing kevs equal to What T claim as my invention and desire
the number of veeds J, J, or their equiva- | to secure by Letters Patent is:—— 100
lents. - 1. A movable key-board so combined with
1 Liare a set of levers, one for each reecl, ¢ the reeds of a melodeon or the equivalent
50 each arranged permanently over its respec- | parts of any other instrument that by the
tive reed to operate by a push-down-pin 0, | aid of a fived scale it may be set to play
see I1g. 2, each of said levers having a pro- | in different keys. substantiallv as herein 105
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Combining the so applied movable key- | substantially as herein described to adjust
bmrd with the reeds or their equivalents | 1t to or hold it in any desired position.

by means of interposed levers L, L, ap- -
phed and operating substantially as herem WILLIAM F. SHE‘LDO\T-

5 spectified. Witnesses:
3. The horizontal screw M, applied in Hanrrox W. Goo: AL,
combination with the movable key-board, MarTIiN S. WEBSTER.
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