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~ Specification of Letters Patent No, 32,536, dated

June 11, 1861,

To all fwhom%t may cméem.- S

‘Be it known that I, W. B. Stroxg, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Combination of.

an Army-Trunk and Bedstead or Couch;:
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the

same, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making a part of this specification,

1n which—

 Higure 1, 1s ;a'limgitudinal S’eotion of my

invention, shown adjusted as a bedstead

ready for use, w, », Iig. 8, indicating the

plane of section. Fig. 2, is a transverse ver-
tical section of my invention taken in the

line v, y, Fig. 1. Kig. 8, a transverse vertical
section of the same, taken in the line 2, 2,

- Sumilar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures.

The object of this invention 1s to combine |

- a trunk and bedstead in such a manner that

25

the trunk may have nearly its usual available

capacity for the reception of clothing and
still admit of being readily converted into a

- bedstead when the latter is required.

30

35

“Lhe Invention is designed for the use of |
~ the'army officers and such members thereof

understand -and construct my invention I

- will proceed to describe 1t.

40

~ being of equal thickness, and the upper part he p
_ y unfolded adds
-entirely over so as to rest upon the ground,

45

50

A, represents a trunk which may be ',00112

structed of leather placed over a wood box
“1n the usual way. The trunk, however, in-
stead of opening at one side, as usual, opens

at one end, the two parts a, o’, of the trunk
a, admitting when necessary, of being turned

as shown in Fig. 1.

provided with a lid. These lids which are
gesignated by b, b7, are each kept closed by
a suitable button and said lids when closed

bear against cleats ¢, which are secured to the
inner sides of the parts a, ¢’.

%

The lid ', of the lower part o', of the

]

b,
‘which when not in use, are turned or folded e
within the frame ¢, see Fig. 1, in which the
Arame ¢, and its legs are shown folded within =~

‘the Iid 67, in red. The lids 5, 2/, may be

trunk has a frame _C, ;attaché_d_.bjr ] omts,and

the frame ¢, is allowed to fold within the lid

The frame ¢, is provided. with legs d,

formed of light wooden frames covered with

cloth, and to the inner side of lid &, there are
attached straps d, d, by which bars ¢’, when
not required for use are secured to the inner

side of said lid.

~The two parts a, ._a"_",-.éf; the mmk récei%

clothing as usual, and in one of them an

65

india-rubber mattress B-is placed, said mat-

There may be four or six bars ¢, as de-

| tress when required for use being inflated
with air. The mattress when not inflated =
{ may be folded within a small compass. 70

| sired, four at least must be used. These bars
‘have tenons £, at their lower ends which,
~when the trunk is converted into a bedstead, =

are fitted 1 mortises in the cleats e. The

‘upper ends of the bars ¢, are connected by

cross bars 4, and said bars form a frame to

| receive a cover C. which may be of light
‘India-rubber cloth or any water-proof fab-
, 1CeT'S _ _ 5. 1h | .r1e.. This cover C. when rot in use, may be
as are allowed to carry trunks and who, |
while occupying the tents of a flying camp,
cannot be generally provided with anything.
i the way of a bedstead to keep them ele-
vated above the surface of the ground.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully

k

strapped on the upper part ¢, of the trunk, =
‘as shown mn red'mn F1g. 1. -~ "~
- I'he bars ¢, are placed one at each outer
-angle or corner of the parts @, a’, when fully
‘opened, as’shown in Kig. 1, and said parts,

‘when thus opened, are sufficiently long to = -

form a couch or bedstead, the mattress B.
being inflated and placed thereon, as shown

‘In Fig, 1. When the mattress B. is placed =~
on the parts a, o’, the frame ¢, of 1id %', is
‘untolded and the legs d, adjusted downward
tosupport said frame in an inclined position,
as shown clearly in Fig. 1. This frame ¢,

torms I-thze-.'_pﬂl{).w-- of. the Coucli.,":aﬁd}_WhEIl o

materially to the length of
‘the couch. T

|~ When necessary or preferable the water- =

proof cover C. may be dispensed with and . -

8 mosquito net substituted for 1t. The latter
“would be of course preferable when good

‘tents are provided and insects are trouble- .

than an ordinary army trunk. =~
Having thus described my invention what

some. The trunk when closed is not longer
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I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- | mosquito netting, and a suitable mattress
ters Patent, 1s: S B., all arranged to form a combined army
A trunk formed of two equal parts a, @', | trunk and bedstead or couch as set forth.
connected by hinges at one end, and pro-;, W. B. STRONG.
5 vided with ﬁds b, b’, (the latter having a Witnesses: |
folding frame ¢,) a framing combined of - James La1rp,
bars e, d, a cover C. of water-proof cloth or | M. M. LavinesToN.
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