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'1Hopk1nton
and State of Rhode Island have invented a
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or more complete lines.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFF ICE

HORACE MAXSON OF HOPKINTO’\T RHODE ISLA"\TD |

. ROPE-WALK.

-_.Speoizieation of Letters '.Pa,tent No. 32-,483,"da_ted June 4, 1861.

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Horace MAxeo\r of
in the count of Wfashlngton

certain new and useful Improvement in Line
or Rope Walks; and I do hereby. declare
that the followmg 1S 2 full and exact descrip-
tion of the same. |

The nature of my 1nvent10n conSlsts in the

combination of a carriage sliding on perma-

nent ways and oarrylng or supporting two
" with a series of partitions |

or more “tops”
or guides for the strands, Whereby a number
of lines or ropes may be forlned m one walk
by one operation, thereby increasing the
number of lines laid up 1 a given space,
saving a large proportion of the labor pre-
v:Lously required and I‘EdU_ClIlO’ the cost of
manufacture. =

To enable othere Skllled 1n the ‘11t to .lnake_ |

and use my 1nvention I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation by the

~ald of the drawings, in which— - 1
‘Figure 11sa plan of a portion of a eround |
or laylng space, showing the several features

of my improvement and Flg 218 a cross sec-
tion of the same.

‘A, A, represent the Strands Wthh may
be of any number requisite to produce two
They are twisted
by means of spindles or “Whlrs ” @ In the
ordinary manner.

B, B, are the 1IllSh€d lines formed by the
tw1st1nﬂ* of the strands A together.

Alono the walk, and at a sufficient distance
~apart to 1noloee the required number of
- strands, I lay parallel rails C C supported at

a convenlent height from the floor by

posts
and ties at proper intervals.

sliding on the rails as may be desired. The

upper surface of this carriage is grooved in
the manner shown in Fig. 1, to receive the

strands A and unite them to form the lines
B in a manner similar to the ordinary “ top;”
or, 1f preferred, the required number of tops
may be attached to the carriage D. By slid-
ing this carriage along the rails C, C, as
many cords or 11nes may be laid a,t one > Opera-

On these rails T
mount a carriage D running on wheels or

A

to prevent tangling.
the strands becomes a serious disadvantage

convenlently
the partltlons E 1 keep

tion as the apparatue 1s fitted for 1n the

same time, and with the same labor DOW re-

quired to lay a single line. |
Within the rails O C, and parallel thereto

I place other rails or strips E, between the
strands A, to guide the latter and keep them
apart. Suitable supports e are provided at
| proper intervals to snstaln the Welﬂ‘ht of the

strand.
In line or rope walks as heretofore Ccon-
structed the strands are placed in rests or
“stakes” at intervals, between which rests,

liable to vibrate to a greatel or lesser extent

‘while twisting 1t has been found necessary -

to hold them at a considerable distance apart
This distance between

when several lines are to be laid by one
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they are entirely unconﬁned and as they are
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operation in the manner herein shown, be-

cause it would necessitate the use -of an 11-
long carriage.

rated their entlre length, and can therefore

place them 1n much closer proximity with-
out danger of their becoming intertwisted
or tangled T am thus enabled to use a much

narrower ground and oonsequentlv shorter

carriage for the same number of lines than

could be done without the divisions E, and
thus greatly facilitate the mnnnfaoture of

lines and small cordage.
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By means of
“the strands sepa-

K

Having now fully desol ibed my invention

what I olan:n as new thereln and desire to

secure by Letters Patent 1s— .
The employment of the carriage D COT-

taining or supporting two or more tops or

their equlva,lents with the ways or rails C, C,
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and the partitions E arranged and operatlng
together substantially in the manner, and so

'as to obtain the advantages herein set forth.

- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my name in presence of two sub CI'lblIlD‘-
witnesses. - - '

Witnésses: - _
O. B. Irtsm, =
ALrRED B. BURDICK, 2d
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