L ed Clae
TESZIL Fhbented AundS I50)




UNM‘E I:

%TATM% PATBNT @FFECE

OIJOU(J”II O 5"[ I‘I‘ILLD (‘O“\‘JLGTI(‘LT

FLOOR CLAMP

Speci:ication of-L'ett:ei’*s Patent“No. 32,120; dated April 23, 1861.
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“till they can be con

Be 1t known that I, Janmmss L. GL(}UGH of

Suffield, 1n the countv of Hartford and St‘Lte. |

of Connectlcut have invented a mew and
useful Builder’s Grip; and I do hereby de-
clare that the :tollowmcr 1s a full, cle‘u*, ancl

exact description of the same, 1“efe1*(.,ncc be-

ing had to the accompanying drfl,wnws, mak-
ing a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the ma-
chine in operation. Ifig. 2 1s a side view ot

the same, and Fig. 8 a view of a pOltlon of

the machme In detzul

It 1s the design of my invention to pro-
duce a mechamcql device Tor- holding floor
boards or ship planh in their proper place
ined by nails or other
permanent fastening. For instance in lay-
ing a floor 1f a board or plank 1s crooked, 1n-
stead of straightening it by sawing off a por-
tion from each side, T lay the concave edge
against the board or plank last laid, and
apply a pressure to the other edge sufficient

to bring the board to its proper place fmd__
thereby save the waste in sawing, and also

the trouble and time used in such an opera-
tion provided my device. for stralghtening is
more convenient than sawing
a device that T claim to have. 1111Tented

A, B, are two parallel plates or jaws con-
11ected by the two pam]lel bars C, ¢ pivot-—

ing on the pins ¢, ¢’, and 0, b”.

D, 15 a hand lever attached 1:0 the jaw A
by the pmn d, as a fulerum.

E, is a pressure bar attached to the lever
D, b}*f pin ¢, and having a flat foot f.

g is a pawl W(}rkmo N a 1"‘1tchet on the
lever D, to hold it 1n lace '

K, 15 a
Operated upon. -

The jaw plate B is seen more clearly 11
IFig. 3, which shows the teeth or projections
on its inner surface, thereby differing in that
respect from A, which i 18 smooth i e. , has no
projections to operqte as teeth. -

Now the operation is as follows, having
adjusted the distance between the faces of
A, and B, as nearly to the thickness of the
floor tlmber as po‘s%lble by means of the pin

50 holes 1n the barc:-; C, (. __Place the 11’1"1(3111116

on one of the

until they grip the

1n dogs or spikes.
‘man to have found a board that has become
crooked since it was sawed and it is desir-
able to spring it back, he lays it down as

::.111(:1 1t 18 Sudl_

floor tlmbe]:' and G, a board belllﬂ'

strt

loor tlmbere‘, (1 unning at |

right angles to the boards ,)bringing the tim-

ber between the plates, A B, a,nd the foot
of the pressure bar ‘wam_st the edge of the
boarc to be 51:1:;110111:611@(1 the lever'D being

thrown back

to a perpendlculal posltlon
Now by pull:

tlmbel thus 01.:1(111(111? drawing the two par-

i allel faces of the jaw plates nearer together
floor timber suﬂimently

to form a permanent fulecrum for the lever
D, the teeth on the face of B, only serving
to hold B, from slipping when the force 1s

first applled to the lever.‘ as after the grip-
ping of the timber commences, the more
force there is applied to the lever the more
firmly the machine grasps the timber, there-

fore the teeth need not be large enouoh to
injure the timber as 15 often (:101’1@ by drwmﬂr
Now supposing the work-

before stated the concave edge against the
edge of the board last. L’:le He next

_St‘uts in some nails in suitable positions to
~hit the floor timbers, then takes the grip”’

and placing it on the timber about opposite

the center of the crook in the board, pulls on

time.

the hand lever with his left haﬂd thus
springing the board into place and drives
the 11:—111%* with his right hand at the same

In case 1t 1s 11(}1; convenient to-operate
the machine with one hand the pawl ¢ can
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ing forward on the top of lever
D, the jaw plate A, 1s shipped back on the
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be used which will hold whatever pressure -

1S qpphed until the board is nailed. By re

moving the hand lever from its fulerum pm o
and puttmﬂ it on with the other side ag ainst

the jaw phte a right handed machme 1S

Hformed. -
- Now the peculiar 13011’1’[5 of convenience
and utility 1 this machine are, first, the

facility with which it can be adj usted to ANy
thickness of floor timber; secondly, the COTL-
venlence in applying it at any point 1n the

- length of the timber, without injury to the .
the cheapness of its con-

thirdly,
c:tmn all of these qualities combining to

tlm oer

form a cheap useful and effective machme
for the use for which it is designed. _
- Now hfwmﬂ fully descrlbed the construe-
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tion and operation of my invention, what I | 2. The combination of the lever D, pres-
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | sure bar I5, and jaw plates A and B substan-
Patent 1s— tially as herein described.
1. The jaw plates A, and B, connected by ' JAMES L. CLOUGH.
5 one or more bars C, C’, when constructed | Witnesses: .
substantially as here shown and used for the Wiriam R. RippLe,
purpose substantially as herein described. MiLToNn Branprmy.
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