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L9 all whom it may concern : .

~ Be it known that I, JAMES O. WHITCOMBE, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Im proved Hand-Hemmer

- for Folding Hemsin Sewing by Hand; and T
- do hereby declare that the following is-a full,

clear, and exact description of the same, refer-
euce being had to the accompauying draw-

ings, . . - : -

My improvéd bemmer is composed of two
plates and a flexible strap, one plate resem-
- bling in most respects the bem-folder used- in
sewing-machines, and being attached to the.

other plate, which is of such form that by the
ald of the strap placed ou the thumb it may
be hield in the left hand in such manuver that
the cloth to be hemmed may be worked freely

- through it by that haud to effect the folding of

the hem as fast as the stitching is proceeded

with by the needle used in the right hand.

Figure 1 in the drawings is a perspective

view of ‘the hemmer complete, Kig. 2 illus-
- trates the manner in which itis held in the

hand in hemming. TFig. 3 is a perspective
view of the folder detached. TFig. 4 is a top
view of the plate A, to which the folder is at-

tached, and by which it is held. Fig. 5.is a
side view of the said plate with the thumb-.
- strap attached. S |

- Sunilar letters of reference indicate corre-

The form and construction of the plate A are

“illustrated in the Figs. 1, 2, and 4. . The prin-
~cipal portion « b of the said plate is made fiat,

and of sufficient size to enable it to have =«

proper support upon the first and '._secou_d fin-
gers.of the left hand and to form a Learing

for the fabric while the hem is being folded.
From the back of this portion « b, even with

onesidethereof, there extends anarrow tongue,
¢, Which is curved to fit the thumb, and to
~which is attached the thumb-strap B, of india-
1 Tubberwebbing,_tape,(}rother_.elastiuorﬂ&xible_
~ material, of suitable size to fit the thumb, and
- on that side of thesaid portion abnextto which
the sald tongue ¢ is situated a portion, d, of
the plate is turned over the said portion « b, |

such portion d being flat and nearly close to

- and parallel with ¢ b. From that portion of

@ b opposite to which 4 is situated a plece, e,

13 extended downward at a right angle to en-

ter between the first and second fingérs and

rest against the first inger.,
The folder ¢ consists simply of a plate, pro-

vided at one edge for the purpose of turning

the fold of the hem, with.a flattened scroll, f,
like what is common in sewing-machine hem-

mers. The scroll £ is raised eutirely above a
flat portion, g, of the said plate, which is in-
tended to slip between the portion ¢ b and the

-portion d of the plate A, and is made with

two lips, j4, to fit over the edges of and clasp
the portion d.. This construction of the folder
1s to enable it to be attached to and detached

from the plate A, as it is intended to use fold- |
-ers of different sizes, according to the various

widths of the hem desired.

In order to-provide for the hemmer being

managed with the left haud when the hew is
once started, an opening, ¢ 4, is made in the
upper part of the scroll f, to expose the por-
tion of the fabriec within the scroll to be acted

‘upoun by the thumb of the left hand for the

purpose of feeding the fabric forward.

- To use the hemmer, the thumb-strap B is

slipped ou to the left thumb far enough to al-

low the end of the said thumb to enter the
opening 4 4, as shown in Fig. 2, and the rest e

to pass between the first and second fingers.
The edge of the fabric to be hemmed is then

| 1oserted between the plate A and the seroll of
‘the folder, leaving about oue inch of the edge

protruding from the front end of the folder,

and the fabric is drawn backward by taking

hold ot it with the thumb and forefinger of

| the left hand bebind the rest e, while with the

right hand the edge is. turned over the first
turn of the folder until it appears through the
aperture 4. The end of the thumb of the left
hand is then placed on that portion of the fab-
ric exposed through the opening ¢4, and by -
moving the thumb forward in an oblique direc-
tion over the edge of the fabric the latter, ad-
hering to the thumb and slipping over the
metal, is caused to pass under the secoud and
last turn of the scroll of the folder, thus com-

pleting the folding of the bem. By repeating

this movementof the thumb the fabric isurged
forward as fast as required for sewing and
the hem folded as the forward movement of
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the cloth is proceeded with. The sewing 1s
performed as the fabric passes over the fore-
finger after leaving the folder. |

I do not claim the hem-folder composed of a
flattened scroll; but |

What I claim as myinvention,and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, 1s—-

‘1. The plate A, with its reste, tongue ¢, and |

thumb-strap B-for holding the felder C and
‘supporting the fabric while the hem is folded,
substantially as herein described.

2. Providing an opening, 7 4, in the scroll ot
the folder for the admission of the end of the
thumb, substantially as and for the purpose
herein specified. | | |

J. 0. WHITCOMB.
Witnesses: | .

JAMES LAIRD,
M. M. LIVINGSTON.
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