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Ty all whom U6 Ml concermn: { the gun, as shown in Figs. 1. and 2.  On this
Be it known that I, JAMES . MERRILL, of | lever A, ata point opposite the nipple when
the city of Baltimore, and State of Maryland, | the lever is let down, there1s a projection, &,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve- upon which the hammer B 1ests when it is let
ments in Breech-Loading Fire-Arms; and I do down, and t0 allow the hammer to cOmMe down
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear, | upon this projection without battering itself
and exact deseription of the same, referenee be- | OT the projection a recess, ¢ may be made on
ing had to the accompanying drawings, mak- the side of the hammer thab will catch the pro-
ing a part of this specification, in which— jection justat the moment the hammer strikes

Figures 1 and 2 represent sectional draw- | the cap Of nipple; and _as this takes place 2
ings of & portion.of g breech-loading-gun, and | moment betore the.explosion of the cartridge
Figs. 3 and 4 represent detached portions, of it adds anotier resisting-point, 1n addition to
which Fig. 3 shows more especially the nature those specially provided, against the rising of
of this invention. | " | the lever; ‘bat 1ts special office is 10 prevent.

Tn the use of breech-loading guns, where the :

the lever from rising. when by aceident the
breech is closed by a plug.or.other device,and spring-catch b is disconnected by being struck
the lever that actuates such device 18 held 1n

“or touched by any object, for when the ham-
its shut position by @ spring-cateh, which for | mer B is resting upon the projection & the

convenience must have Somo prominent pro- whole power of the mainspring of the lock
jection on 1t t0 enable theuser to readily raise will resist such result or.tendency to rise and
or throw it back-to open the charging-cham- | Opell up the bore of the gun-and drop out the
ber,it is found that the spring-catceh is gome- | cartridge. R
times sprung open by being struek or touched On the projection @ there is a second ma
by a twig, or by coming in contact with the | jection, 2 that sets in close 10 the nipple and:

low enough down toward the root of the nip-

person of the user, and when this happens _ _
‘should the gun be reversed, as often happens’ ple as not 1o interfere with the placing of the -

when the user1s onhorseback,thecartridge will | cap thereon; and when the cap is placed on
drop out. To avoid this contingency *s the | the nipple this projection 2 is below it. When

object of this invention; and the nature of | the gun 18 discharged and is to be reloaded,

the invention consists ‘n forming a projection the hammer is raised to half-cock, the lever A
1 js then raised up, and the act of raising causes

upon that side of the mainlever next the ham-

mer that will admib of the hammer resting | the proj ection 2 to throw off the exploded cap.

upon it when the hammer is dewn, and thus | When the plug is drawn back .or the rear of

prevent said lever - from rising until’ the the barrel opened, the cartridge 18 dropped

hammer is first raised up Of brought to haif- into the chamber, the lever brought down,
which runs the cartridge home in the bore.

cock, or nearly SO, anless it rises againsy the _
force of the mainspring of the lock, which 1o The cap may then be pub onto the nippleand
the hammer let down onto the cap, (or iipre-

ordinary circamstance conld effect; and my . _
invention further consists in combining with- ferred the hammer may be let down without
e s | the cap. and the cap put on just previous to

the main lever another Pproj ection, which fits | .
down close to the nipple and underneath the firing,) in which case the hammer aids the
cateh to hold the lever in place, and will hold

cap,so that when the lever israised to recharge
the gun this projection will throw off the ex- it even when the,spring_—catch;is loosened by
ploded cap, which often sticks to the nipple | any accident, and prevents the breech from
‘and retards rapid loading and firing. being opened until the hammer is raised.
To enable others skilled in the art to make | Lhave represented the two projections ¢ and
and use my invention, I will proceed to de- | 2 as being 1n one piece, or rather as the latter
seribe the same with reference to the drawings, | being a continnation of the former. I do not
Fig. 3. desire to be understood as expressly claiming
A represents the main lever that actuates them when so made or used, for one may be
the plug for closing and opening the breech of | used without the other, and 1 may sometimes

-

b ]
-




2 32,033

80 use them. Again, the two projections may | the breech is opened and closed, a projection

be used, each one separately made and con-
nected to the lever,instead of being one a pro-
longation of the other, These different plans
I have studied out, and do not restrict myself
to but a single application of the pri nciple, as
it admits of change. The idea is to have the
hammer or the power of the mainspring of
the lock to help hold the lever down, and,
Secondly, to have an automatic device connect-
ed with the main lever that will throw off the
exploded cap from the nipple,

Having thus fully described the nature and
object of my Invention, what I claim therein
as new. is— |

1. In combination with the lever by which

upon or over which the hammer rests when
down upon the ni pple, to prevent said levep
from rising or opening the breech aceident.- |
ally, substantially as described.

2. In combination with the lever by which
the breech of the gun 1is opened and closed, a
projection which extends under the cap when
on the nipple, so that the raising of said lever
breparatory to recharging the gun shall throw
off the exploded cap and leave the nipple free
for a fresh cap, substantiall Y as described.

JAMES H. MERRILL.

Witnesses:

DAvID Carson,
P. W. TroMAs,
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