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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

 JAMES §. SMITH, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

. CARTRIDGE-BOX.

Slpeci:ication of Letters Patent No. 31,63_0, dated March 12, 1861.

Lo all whom it may concern: -

- Be it known that I, J. S. Syrrs, of Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Cartridge - Boxes:
and I do hereby declare that the following
1s a full, clear, and exact description of the

same, reference being had to the accompany-

Ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-

‘tion, in which— &

F1gure J:*l“epl’*eSéIltS a perspeét-ive view of
my invention. Fig. 2 is a detached plan or
top view of the slotted metal tubes which

form the subject of my invention in a

larger scale than the previous figure. Fig.
3 18 & transverse vertical section of the same,

the line z—, Fig. 2, indicating the plane of
Fig. 4 1s a similar section taken in

the plane indicated by the line v, v, Fig. 2.
Fig. 5 is a horizontal section of a portion of
my invention. o I
Similar letters of reference in all the fig-
ures indicate corresponding parts. -
T'his invention relates to certain improve-
ments 1n the construction of the tin cases
which are inserted into the leather satchels

known by the name of cartridge boxes, and

which form the receptacles for the car-
tridges. . - o '
In ordinary cartridge boxes the cartridges
are placed into square tin cases, of such a
length or width that thev receive the car-
tridges in a horizontal position. This fact
renders it very difficult for the soldiers, espe-
cially in cold weather, or with gloved hands,
to catch hold of the cartridges in order to
charge their rif
sired rapidity. In order to obviate this dif-
iculty the case A. of my cartridge box is

constructed of a series of vertical tubes B.

of sufficient height to receive two cartridges

one on the top of the other, as plainly shown

in Fig. 4 of the drawings. Iach of these
tubes 1s provided with a slot ¢, extending
down from the top to about the middle of its
height and the cartridges are inserted into
said tubes in such a manner that their upper
ends or ears project out through the tubes

‘and by taking hold of said ears each car-
tridge can be taken out with the greatest |

| ease and facility.

es or muskets, with the de-

Two sets of such tubes
are secured to each other back to back as
clearly shown in Fig. 2, and the two sets are

- Just wide enough to fill the cartridge box C.

When one series of tubes is empty, the case
A. 1s turned so as to bring the second series
of tubes in front. A considerable number
or cartridges can thus be stored away in the
cartridge bex in such a position that they
can easily be taken out with the desired
rapidity. o
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~In order to construct the tubes B. in an

~easy and simple manner I take for each set

of tubes two strips of metal 5, bent so that
a horizontal section of the same forms a
serles of half circles, (see Fig. 5) and that

by placing the two strips together, as shown

in Iig. 2, the tubes are formed. For the

purpose ot fastening the strips together I
use staples ¢, which catch over the upper
edges of the same as clearly shown in Fig.

5. By soldering these staples to the strips
the latter are firmly fastened together and
the tubes are ready. The two sefs of tubes
are now firmly attached to a common bottom
plate ¢, which at the same time serves to
firmly unite the lower ends of the tubes.
By thus constructing the tubes T am enabled

to produce- the slotted tubular cases A. of

my cartridge boxes at a cost hardly exceed-
ing that of the ordinary square tin cases, and

the superior facility, with which the car-

tridges can be taken out of my boxes, ren-
ders this invention very important.
Having thus fully described my invention
what I claim as new
Letters Patent, is,— o
1. The employment, in combination with a

~cartridge box C. of a tin case A. constructed

of a series of slotted vertical tubes B. sub-
stantially in the manner and for the pur-
pose herein specified.

2. The within described

manner of con-

structing the tubes B. out of corr'ufa,ted

strips b, connected by staples ¢, as set forth.
_ JAMES S. SMITH.
Witnesses: o '

B. I'. Sewarp, |
- W. Havurr.

and desire-to secure by
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