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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

P. B. SHELDON,

OF PRATTSBURG, NEW YORK.

ROLL-BLOTTER.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 31,483, dated February 19, 1861.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, P. B. Smrrpox, of

Prattsburg, in the county of Steuben and
State of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Roll- Blotter or Ink-Absorb-
ent; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowmﬂ' 1s a full, clear, and exact description
thereof reference bemo had to the accom-
panylng drawings,
specific atlon in which—

Figure 1, 1s a transverse section ; and I'ig.

2, a perspectwe view, showing the manner
of using 1it.

Lile letters designate correspondmo* parts

1in both the figures.

My 1mpr0ved blotter consists of a pair of
rollers «, a, placed side by side as represent-
ed, and connected together by means of piv-
ots or journals 1n their ends, which enter
holes or boxes for their reception in the end
plates, 6 0. These end plates are i turn
held by being attached to the wooden piece
¢, beling secured thereto by the screws ¢ ¢ or
bV ANY “other suitable method of attachment.
These plates are made of some soft metal, or
composition of metals, which may be I‘e"LdllV
cast and worked, and’ which 1s not hable to
tarnish ; or they may be cast in brass or iron
in one entire piece which takes the place of
the two end pieces and of the body or frame
plece ¢, and bronzed or finished in an orna-
mental manner. A knob 7, 1s placed in the
center of the frame piece ¢, which may be
conveniently grasped by the thumb and fin-
oer for use. |

The two rollers are covered with suitable
blotting paper, felt cloth, or other material
of an absorbent nature, ¢, which may be so
applied as to contain a number of layers,
any one of which may be removed when 1m-
paired by use, and leave a fresh surface be-
low. The rollers are placed near together,
yet not sufliciently so to cause their peuph-

“eries to be in contact, while a small supple-

mentary roller A, of the same absorbent

nature, 1s placed in the triangular space be-
tween the two and the frame. piece ¢. This
has no journals, but Tests upon the two prin-
cipal rollers. Its office is to absorb the su-

perfluous ink which may be left on the sur-
face of the main rollers, or the excess of
what they take up at one revolutlon so that
when the same parts thereof are agaln
brought 1 contact with the paper, they will
not soil its purity. Resting on them by its |

maknw part of this:

obliquely to the paper.

gravity alone it acts on both equally, and
yet 1its friction does not impede the opera-
tion of the blotting rollers in the least. The
end plates prevent its escape from the posi-
tion assigned it.

The combmed structure constitutes an ar-
ticle of great convenience for the purpose
desmned It 1s compact, and occupies but
little space, and the knob 7, being placed in
the center, so that it may be litted by 1t and
balance ploperly and when used pressure

“may be applied bV one finger only, placed on
the top, and 1t 1s equally effective at all

points where the rollers touch. Being ca-

pable of sustaining itself, it is used b the

slightest effort of the hand in rolling it bach
and forth over the manuscr 1pt, while fr ol
the duplication of the rollers the result is
effectually accomphshed 1n a very limited
space of time. It has another peculiar ad-
vantage over a singe roller, and over a sheet
blotter, which exists in its inability to turn
or rub and smear the ink upon the paper
while passing over it, since one roller must
follow exactly 1n the track of the other, and
cannot be made to do otherwise without con-
siderable effort, 1f the slightest pressure only
1s exerted omn 1t, and more especially 1s its
advantage over ‘the single-roller blotter at-
tained bv one roller Ste*ldvmo and guiding
the other while the pressure npon the blot-
ter, In using 1t, 18 applied nearly vertically,
and unlfc.r'l]nhr on all parts, so that there is
no liability of a sliding motion upon the
paper, which would be sure to smear the
same; whereas the single-roller blotter is
peculmrly liable to slide on, and smear, the

paper, because the act of usmﬂ 1t, natumll} |

requires a pressure of the hand more or less
Thus the employ-
ment of the two rollers, in this case, pro-
duces a usetful result, not attainable with a
single roller.

What T claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent 15—

The combination of the two rollers a, «,
arranged in a suitable holder 0, ¢, 7, either
with or without the Supplementfwy roller 4,
substantially as and for the purpose herein
specified.

B. SHELDON.

Witnesses:
Davip ‘K. Borron,
Worram McCurpy,
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