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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY N. DE GRAW,

OF GREEN ISLAND,

NEW YORI.

BOOTJACK,

Specification of Letters Patent No. 31,874, dated February 12, 1861.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HExry N. Dr Graw,
of Green Island, in the county of Albmy
and State of New York, have invented a

new and Improved Boot]ack and I do here-

by declare that the follownw 1s a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making
a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perslaective view of my in-
venfion. Iig. 2 1s an enlarged 1nverted
plan of the same. Iig. 3 1s a lonoltuduml
section of the same, taken in the line 2, @,
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 1s 2 detached view of the
mechanism by which the jaws are operated.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts i the several figures. |

This invention relates to an 1mprovement
in that class of boot-jacks which are pro-
vided with movable jaws arranged to grasp
firmly the back part of the boot to admit of
the leo being drawn from it.

The obj ect of the invention is to obtain
a simple .':md efficient means for operating
the jaws, whereby the same may be made to
orasp ﬁlmly the boot, and the 1mplement
rendered capable of beinﬂ manipulated with
the greatest facility and of operating 1n a
very “efficient manner.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention I
will proceed to describe it.

A represents a block or foot piece which
may be of wood of suitable dimensions, and
B, 1s a metal plate having feet ¢, «, attached
one at each end, said plate bemﬂ secured to
the front part of the foot piece, so that the
feet @, may give the former when adjusted
for use a proper inclined position, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 3. -

C C are two metal jaws, of curved form,
as shown clearly in Fig. 2. These jaws are
at the ends of shanks or levers D, D, which
are attached to the under side of the foot-
pleces A, by screws 0, b, which screws also
secure the plate I3, to the foot- -piece. The
shanks or levers D D, of the jaws C, C,
are allowed to WorL freely on their screws
b, b, and at the inner end of each shank or

lever there is a pendent pm ¢, and these pins |

!

| necessity of his stooping to adjust it.

it in grooves d, d, in a shaft K, the journals
of which are phced 1n bealmgs e, ¢, secured

to the bottom of the foot-p 1ece A The

grooves d, d, are of spiral fmm or they may

be described as being sections of SCrews, one
being a right and the other a left hand one,
as shown clea,ll m Kig. 4.

To each end of shaft E, there 1s attached
at right angles an arm or lever F, and to
the ends of these arms, the ends of a cord
or rope (G, are ftttached said cord or rope
being Sufﬁcienﬂy long that 1ts upper part
may be grasped by the operator while the
1mplement 1s on the floor—see F1g. 1.

IFrom the above description of parts 1t
will be seen that by turning the shatt I, the
jaws C, C, will be opened and closed the
spiral 0100‘?’6% d, d, moving the shanlks or
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levers D D, of the 1aWS sunultfmeously in

opposue directions.  The arms or levers
K, F, may be suiliciently heavy to keep the
]aws C C, distended. This however would
be pr efel able but not absolutely necessary,
as the jaws could be readily distended by
the action of the boot.

The implement 1s used by placing one toot
on the foot-piece A, the cord (G, bemng
orasped by one hand and the heel of the
boot to be drawn placed between the jaws
C, C. The operator then draws upward the
cord G, and thereby turns the shaft K, which
forces outward the inner ends of the shanks
or levers D, D, and forces inward or toward

each other the ; jaws C, C, the latter grasping
firmly the boot and mllowmﬂ the leg to be
readily withdrawn.

- The cord 3, admits of the implement be-

| Ing very 1e‘1dlly handled or manipulated,
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as the implement may be swung by the oper-

ator to the desired 130811:1011 without Tt%le

1e
cord also admits of the ready raising of the
jack from the floor atter use for the purpose
of putting 1t in proper place.

The implement may be constructed at a
moderate cost, and it possesses the advantage
of being cmpmble of being adapted to boots
of different sizes; the jaws C, C, admitting
of being pr essed as firmly acr*unst a SIIIELH
boot as a large one.
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Having thus described my invention what | nected to the shaft E: .all being arranged
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- | substantially as and for the purpose set 10
tershPatent, :8—6 | forth. , |

The jaws C, C, attached to the foot-piece

5 A, and providedjwith the shanks or 1£vers HENRY N. DE GRAW.

D, D, in connection with the shaft K, pro-! Witnesses:
vided with spiral grooves d, ¢, in which pins Wiriam P. TavyLor,
¢, ¢, of the levers D, fit, and the cord G, con- Daxntern C. STEWART.
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