o [ r
.-
H = [

S
JSogssors.

NV 434032,

Frterzzed San g, 7867

M. PHOTO-LITHO. CO. N.Y; (0SBORNE'S PROCESS)



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN REIST, OF PHILADELPHIA, PIRNNSYLVANIA.,

SCISSORS.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 31,082, dated January 1, 1861.

To all whom 1t may concern:

l

held in either of the two positibhs shown 1n

Be it known that I, Jom~x Rrist, of the | the drawing at Figs. 1 and 3 by a spring D

city of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Scissors; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawing and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

10 My invention consists in the attachment ot

n

a pair of blades (jointed and operating the

same as those of ordinary scissors) to a U
shaped spring, the tendency of said spring
being to keep the blades open when in 1ts
15 neutral position, while, by compressing the
former between the fingers, the required cut-
ting action is obtained in the blades; the
whole is further so arranged as to be readily
collapsed into a convenient and safe shape
20 for carrying the same in the pocket or other-
wise. - S |

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention T will now proceed te
describe its construction and operation.

On reference to the drawing forming part
of my specification and in which the same
letters of reference allude to similar parts
throughout the several views: IFigure 1 1s a
plan of my improved scissors. Ifig. 2 is &
30 side view of the same, and Iig. 3 a view of

the instrument in its collapsed position.

A, A are the blades, with their cutting
ends equal in shape to those of ordinary scis-
sors. They are jointed together at 0, the

35 lower or short end of each being again joint-
ed to the forked plates B, B, (see Iig. 1.)
These plates are riveted to the opposite ends
of the spring C, at ¢, ¢, the rivet joints be-
ing however loose enough to allow the plates

40 B, B to be turned freely on the same; these

13
o

plates and with them the blades A, A are

' on one side of C pressing against the flat
- side of one of the plates B, thus keeping the

blades A, A parallel with D in either posi-
tion. The tendency of spring D being to

‘hold the blades A, A in the position shown

at Fig. 1, it only requires a compression of
D, to produce the cutting action of the lat-
ter, which, when released from the pressure

of the fingers on D, will regain their former

open position. . _ _
The ease and quickness with which this

instrument can be picked up, applied and

laid aside again (without having to adjust

‘the fingers to any particular position, as 1s

the case within the eyes of ordinary scissors)
make it particularly useful in connection
with sewing machines for the clipping of
the threads, &e.; it 1s also a very serviceable
and convenlent instrument for barbers and
hairdressers in clipping the short hair in
the back of the neck, while 1t is no less use-
ful on the counter of retail trimming stores
for cutting off ribbon, cord, &c.

Having thus described the nature of my

.Ainvention, I wish it to be understood that 1

do not desire to confine myself minutely to
any particular configuration of the parts of
my improved scissors; but .
What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent 1s: - - '
Scissors formed by the described combina-
tion and arrangement of blades A, springs
C and D, plates B and pivots 6 and ¢, the

whole being constructed and operating sub-

stantially as described.
' - JOHN REIST.
Witnesses:
JOsSEr A. LEUHE,
THEODORE BERGNER.
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