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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM HEPPENSTALL, OF SPRINGEFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.

SKIRT.

Spet:lﬁca,tlon formmg part of Letters Patent No. 30,534, dated October 30, 1860; Re1ssued June 4,

1867, No. 2,634.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WiLrtam HEPPEN--

starL, of Springfield, county of Hampden,
~and St'lte of Massachusetts, have invented

certaln new and  useful Improvements in
the Manufacture of Skirts; and I do hereby

declare that the same 1s deeeriped and rep-
resented in the following specification and

drawings.

To enable others skilled i the art to
make and use the said improvement, I will
proceed to describe its construction, refer-
ring to the drawings, in which the same let-
ters indicate like perts in each of the figures.

The nature of this improvement in the
manufacture of skirts consists in weaving
into the selvage of the fabric, a waist-band,
the warp threads of which are larger, and
stronger than the threads which compose
the filling, and larger than the other warp

threads of the f‘ibI‘lC for the purpose of

drawing up the cloth to form the waist-

band, and adapt 1t to the size of the wearer,

tecrether with weaving into the fabric open-

ings for hoops, cords, or tape, whereby 1 am

enabled to produce a skirt complete for use,
and which is capable of being drawn at the
wailst to suit the wearer.

In order to explain more fully how my

1improvement is effected, I will refer to Fig-

ures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, of the accompanying draw-
INgs, in WIHCh I 1g. 1, 15 a view of this im-

~ provement in slirts eom leted. Fig. 2, 1s

~a view of a piece cut off irom the leno‘th of
the fabric as taken from the loom. Fw 3,

- 1s an enlarged end view of Fig. 2. Flgs 4:

and 5, show a side and edge view of Fig. 2
of the hoops, the lap of the hoops, and the

- manner of securing them, and to which I
40 |

do not lay any claim as of my invention.
a, 18 the waist-band, or 1t 1s the selvage
of the cloth or fabric, showmﬂ' the ends of

o the larger and stronﬂ'er threeds which com-

45

- the wearer.
1n the ordinary way for receiving the hoops
50
o spersed at different intervals in the fabric,

- for the insertion of hoops, cord, or tape, |

pose the warp of the said waist -band, the
object of Wthh threads 1s to draw up the
selvage a, to accommodate 1t to the waist of
Openings b, are also formed

¢, cord, or tape d.
D, shows the openings formed and inter-

l

(and T propose sometimes to Intersperse
among the warp threads, more or less in
number through the entire width of the
tabric, l‘u“cfer and stronger thread, and weav-
Ing them into, and makmg them a part of
the fabric 1tse1f so that they may be used
for drawing the garment when desirable).
The remaining p%rt of the cloth or fabric is
closely woven, much in the ordinary way.
The width of the fabric determines the
length of the garment.

¢, shows the end of the hoops.

d shows the end of the tape or cord, which
are designed to be interspersed between the

without hoops. -

e, shows the hooks and eyes, by Wthh 1t
is secured around the waist.

f, are the eye-let holes, to receive the hooks

for taking up the band shorter

By this method of weaving the fabric T
am enabled to gather the eloth or the waist,

to adapt the waist-band to the size of the
wearer, and after inserting the hoops ¢,—

.cord, or tape d, I am enabled to ad]uet the

extension and produce such prominence 1n
1ts shape, and appearance as desired.

By thisimprovement all objections brought
against skeleton skirts are removed, and at
the same time 1t affords all of the quulsl‘te
qualities to produce extension, form, and
shape, with that desirableness of sty le and

taste to suit the most fastidious, ‘md at the

same time, they are much che‘tper in the

anufaeture more easily and rapidly made,
with ordlnfuy machinery, and cheaper help

I have thus endeavored to show the nature
of my 1nvention, the method of its construc-
tion, and m‘mufecture and 1n doing so I
have also endeavored to show the admnteoe
to be derived therefrom to the public.

I do not claim weaving a :{fabrie with 0pen-
ings for the insertion “of hoops, cord,
t‘mpe, nor do I claam weaving a fabric Wlth
draw strings as ordinarily used but

What T do claim, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, iS—

As a new artlcle of manufacture, a skirt
constructed substantially as herein descrlbed
WILLIAM HI‘PPENSTALL
- Witnesses:
Epwarp M. Buriss,
JEREMY W BLISS
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