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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

F. ELDER, OF WINNSBORO, SOUTH CAROLINA.

MATTRESS AND BED.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 20,066, dated J uly 10, 1860.

To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, F. Erper, of Winns-

boro, 1n the district of Fairfield and State

of South Carolina, have invented a new and
Improved Combined Mattress and DBed-
stead ; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing 1s a full and exact description there-
of, reference being had to the accompany-

‘g drawings, making part of this speciii-

cation.

Figure 1, being a plan of my mattress
and bedstead combined; Ifig. 2, a bottom
view thereof, IFig. 3, an end elevation
thereof; Fig. 4, a vertical section of the
same, in the plane indicated by the line 2 x,
Figs. 1, and 2; Fig. 5, an end view of the
mattress separate; Kig. 6, a side view of
a portion of one of the bedstead posts;
Fig. 7, a transverse section of one of the
posts, in the plane indicated by the line ¥ v,
Fig. 6.

Like letters designate corresponding parts
i all the figures.

My 1nvention consists in an 1mproved
method of connecting a mattress 1mmedi-
ately with bedstead posts, without the use
of bedstead rails, and without the em-

- ployment of mortises and tenons for uniting
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the same, while the whole bed 1s rendered
very strong, firm and convenlent, and as
compact as any bed 1In use.

The peculiarity of the mattress, consists
in the construction and arrangement of 1its
frame. Two side pieces, or strips, A, A, are
united, in the form of a parallelogram, with
two end pieces B, B, the dimensions of the
posts being such as desired. The side and
end pieces are generally dovetailed and glued
together. Two other strips C, C, are se-
cured, through intervening blocks ¢, ¢, (F1gs.
2, and 4,) at their ends, outside of, and par-
allel with, the end pieces B, B, substantially
as shown. These outer strips are shorter
than the mattress frame, so as to allow a
space, at each end, equal 1n width nearly or
exactly to the width of the bedstead posts
intended to be employed ; and they stand out
from the strips B, B, nearly or exactly an
equal extent; so that there 1s, at each corner
of the mattress, a notch or open space I,
(F1g. 2,) to receive the posts D, D, either
lush with the frame of the mattress, or pro-
jecting somewhat beyond the same, as any
one may prefer. These corner notches, or

spaces, are of the utmost importance in com-
bining a mattress with bedstead posts, with-

——]

out the use of bedstead rails. They are es-
sential, to steady the posts, to 1mpart the

| requisite firmness to the bed, and to help

stustain the fastening, by furnishing two
right-angled abutting sides to each post, as
shown.

The kind of fastening for uniting the
posts to the mattress frame, is not essential.
Any kind which 1s conveniently applied in
the corner spaces will answer the purpose.
The best kind within my knowledge, is that
which I have represented in the drawings,
and which I will here briefly describe, al-
though I lay no claim to the iInvention
thereof, by itself. Wedge-sockets N, N, of
cast-iron, are first secured, by two screws
h, h, each, respectively in the corner notches
E, E, generally to the strips B, B, either
upon the surface thereof, or by letting into
notches formed therein to receive them.
The wedge-notches ¢, ¢, in said sockets, are
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narrowed from bottom to top, as shown, and

are of dovetail form in cross section. Corre-
sponding cast-iron wedge pleces P, P, are

80

then respectively attached to the posts D, D,

by screws ¢, 7. (Fig. 6). These wedge-pieces

fit accurately in the wedge-sockets N, N, by

inserting them from below upward; and
their positions on the posts are such as to
cause said posts to fit closely in the corner
notches, or spaces, I&, i, in the mattress
frame and be sustained with greatly in-
creased firmness and strength thereby.

For greater convenience in inserting and
taking out the posts, I attach to the mat-
tress frame what I term, “false posts,” or
“legs,” T I, (Figs. 2, and 4,) arranged and
operating substantially as follows: I usually
locate them 1n the spaces between the end
strips B, B, and C, C, hinging, or pivoting,
one end to the mattress frame, while the
other end is free to turn down into a ver-
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tical position, when to be used; or to be

turned up and shut out of the way into the
mattress frame, as shown in Iigs. 2, and 4.
This 1s their ordinary position. But when
it 1s desired to insert or withdraw the posts,
the ¢ false post,” at one end, is turned down
into a vertical position; and its length being

such as to support the mattress a little

higher than the regular posts used will sus-
tain it, as indicated by red lines 1n If1g. 8,
the posts are readily joined with the mat-
tress frame by their fastenings, by any one,
with the utmost ease. Then the other end
of the mattress i1s supported temporarily in
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- way.

the same manner. After the posts are 1n-
serted, or withdrawn, the * false”
again ‘turned up out of the way, till required
for the same purpose, another time. There
may be either one, (as shown,) or two, of
these * false” posts, at each end of the mat-
tress; generally one will be found sufficient.
They may be adjustable in length, or extent
of projection, so as to adapt them to any
height of post, or any kind of fastening
used.

- The mattress may be formed inside of the
frame in any convenient or desired manner;
and of-any suitable materials.
represented in the drawings. Slets K, F,
are placed across the bottom of the frame,
being sustained by lip, or ledge, strips a, a,
secured to the inside of the side frame-
pieces A, A, in the usual manner; and on

these slats mattress Springs are 81t11a,ted be-

ing secured in place by cords in the usual
Over these springs, canvas or other
cloth 1is stretched, as at m, Fig. 4. Then a
thin layer of halr L, 1s 1w1d over that, and

5 the Whele finally secured together by a top

coveringn =, of canvas, or other cloth,

 stretched over and nelled to, the mattress
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frame. Thus all the parts of a complete bed
are united in one compact body. Ally other
mode or material may be employed ‘since
I do not claim anything in the structure of

the mattress, except in its frame; but I men-

tion this method of eenstructlon as the best
with which I am acquainted and peculiarly
appropriate to my invention. Thus a com-
plete bed is formed, cheaper, lighter, and
stronger, than by any other construction
known to me. The mattress frame is ap- |

‘plicable to any kind of post high or low, |

posts are

I prefer thet '

20,068

and of any size or shape. The peculiar
mode of forming the corner notches, by add-
ing the end strl s C, C, with blocks ¢, ¢, be-
hmd renders the construction of the mat-
tress frame cheap and simple, and enables
the notches to be adapted, or changed, to
different sizes of posts, while the outward
appearance 1s the same as that of any bed-
stead, with a mattress on it. If a French
style of bedstead is desired, the outer frame
pleces A, A, and C, C, are made of orna-
mental] WOOd and form so as to exhibit a
handsome eppeerenee The posts are so
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readily separated from the mattress, and

may be packed so closely therewith, that the
whole 1s especially eom‘fement for trans-
portatlon

Staples or loops d, d, are drwen into the
poets In proper pOSlthllS on the inside there-
of; and corresponding hooks #, f, secured to
the head and foot boards G, H, being in-
serted therein, a very convenient mede of
attaching said head and foot boards is there-
by produced. This device also serves to as-

sist in keeping the posts upright.

What I claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, 15—
The combination and armno'ement of the

Do

GO

GO

frame A, B, strips C, with mattress L, cor-

ner netches I, and false
tially as and for the purpose Speelﬁed
In witness that the above 1s a true speci-
fication of my improved combined mattress
and bedstead, I hereunto set my hend this
19th day of May, 1860.
| F. ELDER.
Witnesses: -
J. S. Brown,
R. F. Oscoop.

posts 1, substan-
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