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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFIOE

WM. P. MOSIES, OI‘ EXETER, "\TDW' HA\IPQHIRD

CURRYING-KNIFE.

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent No. 28,5094, dated June o, 1860.

1o all whom 1T may concern: .

Be it known that I, Wa. P. Mosgs, of
Exeter, in the county "of Rockingham and
State of New Hampshire, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Cur-
rying-Knives, of which the following 1s a
full, clear, and exact description, reference

_ bemg had to the accompanying drawings,

making part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1, is a view of a currying knife
such as is now in general use, a thin sheet
metal blade & being confined between the
two plates of the stock A, by screws b, pass-

ing through slots in the“*bhde a. jlg 2, &

view of the same kmife with my unprove—
ments attached. Fig. 3, detail to be re-

- ferred to hereafter.
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In the knife shown in Fig. 1, the blade «
projects a short distance beyond the edges of
the confining plates or stock A, which are

- beveled down on each side toward the blade;
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the cutting edge ¢ 1s of a peculiar form be-
Ing turned over at right angles to the blade,

~and requires when in use, frequent settmg

or touching up with-an instrument kept for
the purpose; to give room for this operation
and also to allow for the frequent rubbing
or sharpening which the blade requires, a
sufficient width of blade 1s required bey{md
the edge of the stock A,—this allows the
blade @, to tremble or spring, when the op-
erator 1s passing it over the surface of the
leather, this he does by grasping the han-
dles B and C and pushmw the knife with
the cutting edge away from him, the blade
being held nearly at right fmgles to the
beam on which he works; ~his own skill and
experience acquired by 10110* practice being
the only guides by which he can regulate the
position of the edge of the knife and the
depth to which 1t will cut into the leather.

The object of my present invention is to
prevent the springing of the blade ¢ and to
facilitate the operation of shaving and my
invention consists 1 applylng to the back
of the blade ¢ a brace which serves to sup-
port and render rigid the blade at the same
time that 1t serves as a rest or guide for the
operator.

That others skilled in the art may under-
stand and use my invention 1 will proceed
to describe the manner in which I have car-
ried out the same.

A strip of hard wood D, (shown detached
in Fig. 8, and in red Fig. 1) has attached to

its front edge or face a strip of metal d se-
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cured by screws ¢. Irom this edge it 1s bev-
eled off toward the edge 7, so that 1t will be
snug against the beveled face ol the stock A.
It 1s sccured to the stock A, in the follow-
1Ing manner. The ends of the piece D, are
cut down at z and a link A, (Fig. 2) which
embraces the shank ¢ of the stock A, at each
end 1s slipped over the portion z and a
thumb-screw /%, which passes through the
end of the 11111{ 1s turned up against the

shank ¢, of the stock. In addition to this
two (or more 1f necessary) screws /, (Iig.

1,) pass diagonally through the plece D,
into the Stock A. The metal face d is set

‘close up to the edge ¢ of the blade a, but on

the back part of the blade, this gives the
requisite rigidity to the’ blade while the
face d, of the pilece D serves as a guide. for
the workman to regulate the 13051’01011 of the
edge ¢ as he opera,tes the knife, and allows
him to bear down boldly on the, knife with-
out so much danger of injuring the leather.
By the use of such a guard the operator can
perform better work “than he can with the
ordinary knife, or a larger amount of work
may be done by the same person.

The edge d of the guard-D, may be square
as shown in Figs. 1, “and 3, or of any other
contour to suit the fancy or the require-
ments of the workman, or to facilitate its
passage over the surface of the leather a
roller or round rod =, (IFig. 2) may be set
in the face d and run in bearings o at each
end of the guard D. The screws / may pass
through slots » 1n pleces of metal », at-
tached to the back of the piece D, as shown
in Kig. 2, which will facilitate the adjust-
ment of the ouard D. |

In some cases in addition to the guard D,
on the back of the blade @, 1 use another
piece K, (Fig. 2,) on the front of the blade.
This plece 1s secured at each end at «, under
the link %, and bears against the blade at

each end at S but is cut ¢ away at ¢, for nearly

1ts whole length so that it 1s out of the way
of the cuttmﬂ edge ¢. This gives still
oreater rigidity to the blade . The pleces
D and E, are easily removable when neces-
sary for sharpening the blade.

The. link A may be arranged so that the
thumb screw £ will not be in the way when
either side of the knife is being used—or
some other device may be employed for se-
curing the ends of the pieces D, and IL.
For example, a cap may embrace the shank
¢ of the stock which can be forced down
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over the ends of the :pieces D, and 10} by | - What I .claim as my invention and desire

turning down a screw rmg onto 1’( the uhan to secure by Letters Patent i1s—
being pronerly rounded for the purpose, or | The guard D as applied to a currying

the pieces 7 on the back of the guard D, | knife substantially in the manner and for
5 :gmy belmade heavier and the screws Z alone the purpose specified. -
e employed to hold the guard, the slots S _
allowing its ready adjustment. The wua,rd | ' WM. P. MOSES'

D may be of metal but I prefer wood TFaced | Witnesses:
with metal as lightness 1s a, great des1der—- Tmos. R. RoacwH,
10 atum in a currymcr kmfe S P. K. TescHEMACHER.
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