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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

H. A. REYNOLDS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO R. T. WILDE, OF SAME PLACE.

CLAMPY FOR BONNET~FRAMES._ |

Specification of Letters Patent No. 2&131, dated May 1; 1860.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, H. A. Rev~oups, of
the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and Improved Clasp

to be Used in the Manufacture of Ladies”

Bonnets or other Analogous Purposes; and
I do hereby declare that the following 1s a
full and exact description of the same, ret-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, 1n
which— '

Figure 1, is a perspective view ol my im-
proved clasp. Ifig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tion of the same. I'ig. 3 exhibits the form
of the piece of plate metal of which the
clasp is made. IFig. 4, exhibits the applica-
tion of the clasp in the manufacture of a
bonnet.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several figures.

To explain the object and nature of my

~invention I will first briefly describe the old

29

30

39

40

45

50

plan of making the wire frames of bonnets.
These frames are made upon a shape con-
structed of buckram or other stiff fabric
or material with an outwardly projecting
margin which serves as a guide or gage
around and within which to lay the wire in
proper form to make a frame, and the wire
as 1t is laid around this margin 1s tacked
or stitched to it with a needle and thread to
confine it in proper form and when the
frame 1s so far completed as to permit 1its
being taken off the shape the tacking threads
require to be cut and pulled out. .

The object of my invention 1s to dispens
with the tacking or stitching and to provide
a more convenient means of confining the
wire to the shape and of removing 1t there-
from when the frame is so far completed
as to permit it; and with this end 1n view
the nature of my invention consists in a
metal clasp of an elastic character and of a

peculiar construction which enables 1t to be

readily applied to secure the wire to the
margin of the shape at suitable intervals
and 1s readily removed when the confine-
ment of the wire is no longer necessary.
The clasp is made of a single piece of steel
or hard rolled brass or other metal, possess-
ing sufficient strength and elasticity of the
form represented in Fig. 3, that 1s to say

parallel for the greater portion of its length |

 and with a narrowed tongue a, at one end,

and a transverse slot b, near the other end
of a proper size for the tongue a, to pass
through. To form this piece into the clasp,

the tongue @, 1s bent at a right angle or

nearly so to the principal parallel portion
¢, ¢, which is also bent as shown at d, 1n

and the slot to form a spring which exerts
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 Ifigs. 1 and 2, midway between the tongue

its elasticity in a manner to open itself, and =
the extremity of the tongue a, 1s passed -

through the slot 6, and turned over as shown
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in Figs. 1 and 2, to form a hook e, which

serves to prevent the tongue being drawn
back through the slot by the elasticity of
the metal and to receive within it the pro-
jecting margin f, of the shape A, and the
wire ¢, of which the frame is to be formed.

Fig. 2 exhibits a sectilon of the marginal
portion f, of the shape A, and of the wire

g, and shows the manner in which they are

received within the hook the wire being rep-
resented in red color; and Kig. 4, shows how
a number of such clasps indicated by letters
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B, B, are employed in confining the wire g,

to the shape. To apply the clasp the oper-
ator holds 1t with the fore finger under the
part & Figs. 1 and 2, and with the tip of the
thumb on the part ¢, extending beyond the

%'I

slot 0, and presses it between the thumb and
finger to push up and open the hook e, in
the manner illustrated in Fig. 2 1n dotted

outline ready to be slipped over the wire g,

and projecting margin f, of the frame.
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When it 1s put on in the manner represented,

the removal of the pressure of the thumb
and finger allows the hook to be closed by
the elasticity of the metal and clamp the
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wire ¢, against the shape A. When the

frame 1s sufficiently completed to permit the
removal of the clamps, they only require to
be pressed between the thumb and fingers
as before described and slipped off. '
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What I claim as my invention and desire

to secure by Letters Patent 1s: .
The elastic clamp constructed and operat-

ing substantially as herein described for pur-

pPOoSes su“asﬁ&ntially such as that herein speci-

ed. - |
- H. A REYNOLDS.

Witnesses:: _
- GooowiN Y. ArLEE,
Gustavos DIETERICH.
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