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Yo all whom it Ve CONCETTL : o

Be it known that I, C. EDWARD SNEIDER,
of the city of Baltimore, in the county of Balti-
more and State of Maryland, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Breech-Loading Fire-Arms; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference belng
had to the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, in which— .

Figure 1 is a side view, partly in section, of
the breech and parts of the barrel and stoek of
a breech-loading rifle with my improvements.
Iig. 2 is a top view of the same. Fig. 3 is an
nnder side view of part of the spring which
locks the breech. Tig. 4isa perspective view
of the wedge-spring which is applied to the
locking-spring.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention relates to the locking-spring
that is used to secure the breech and barrel
together in condition for firing in some kinds
of fire-arms. -

1t consists, first, in a certain contrivance ap-
plied to such locking-spring for the purpose of
constituting means of adjustment, to make the
sald spring lock the breech-joint tightly, and
compensate for wear of the said spring and the
projections on the breech and barrel, upon
which the said spring acts. |

It consists, secondly, in certain improved
means of raising the locking-spring from the
projection on the breech to-unlock it and per-
mit it to be opened for loading.

Lo enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

A.1s the breech, attached permanently to
the stock C; and B is the barrel, connected
with the bottom of the breech by a hinge-joint,
«, bisasquare projection on the breech, and
¢ & corresponding projection on the barrel to

fit the opening in the locking-spring D. The

locking-spring is attached at its front end to
~the barrel by a screw, d, or other suitable

means.

the said spring, is made of the same width as
the projections b ¢, and of a length somewhat
greater than the combined length of the pro- |

Y

The opening 7 4, that is provided in.
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Jections b ¢, to make room for the steel wedge
¢, which is made in the same piece with or
permanently attached to the front end of g
small spring, f, which is fitted to a recess

| provided for it in the bottom of the rear part

of the locking-spring, and is attached at its
rear end to the latter spring by a screw, g.
The rear end of the opening ¢ is made with g
‘slight bevel to correspond with a taper of the
wedge e. |
his a set-screw screwing through the lock-
ing-spring to press on the spring f close to
the wedge e, for the purpose of forcing the
wedge e downward in the opening 4 4, that the
projection b ¢ may fit tightly between the front
end of the said opening and the face of the
wedge, and so secure the barrel and breech
closely together to make a perfectly tight
joint. Byserewing down the set-screw to force
down the wedge, whenever the locking-spring,
owing towedr of any of the parts, or from any
other cause, has failed to make a tight joint,
the tightness of the joint may be re-estab-
Iished. | | | o
J1sa pin fitted toslide up and down through
an opening provided for it in the breech, with
1ts lower end inside of the trigger-guard L.
This pin, when the breech is closed, has its
upper extremity under the rear end of the
locking-spring. o - |
F is a’small frigeer-like lever attached by
1ts fulerum-pin % to the front part of the inte- |
rior of the trigger-guard, and occupying a po-
sition directly under the pin .-
provided with a shoulder, 7, to come in con-
tact with a stop, m, attached to or formed upon
the trigger-gnard for the purpose of prevent-
ing it from moving downward farther than is
necessary to allow the pin j to descend lower
than just sufficient to permit its upper end to
clear the locking-spring when the breech is
closed. When the stock is grasped in the
| right hand, the lever T can Dbe easily forced
upward by the forefinger thereof for the pur-
pose of pushing up the pin j against the lock-
Ing-spring to raise it from the projection b,
and unlock the breech from the barrel to per-
mib 1t to be opened. | o |
What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— -

This leveris
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1. The combination, with the locking-spring stantially as and for the purpose herein Specl-
D, of the wedge ¢, the spring f, and the set- fied. | |
serew 7, the whole applied and operating sub- f_ N—
stantially as and for the purpose herein speci- C. EDWARD S}'LIPER"
fied. Witnesses: |
2. Thelever F, applied in combination with JOHN N. MACKENHEIM, |

the trigger-guard and with the pin j, sub- | Wi, H. HAYWARD.
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