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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

J. D. BURDICK, OF NEWBERN,

NORTH CAROLINA.

OPERATING THE SLATS OF WINDOW-BLINDS.

Speci:ica.tien 0of Letters Patent .NG. 27,520, dated March 20, 1860.

To all whom. it mwy COTCETN:

Be it known that I, J. D. Burpick, of New-
bern, in the county of Craven and State of
North Carolina, have invented a new and

JImproved Device for Operating Slats of

Window - Blinds; and I do hereby declare
that the followmg 15 a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had

~ to the accompanying drawings, fmmmo a
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part of this Spe(nﬁcatlon In which—

Figure 1, represents a vertical transverse
section taken centrally through a window
blind, showing the device for 0pelat1no the
slats with the parts shown 1n their two ex-
treme positions. Fig. 2, 1s a sectlonal view
of my improved devme enlar oed from that
of I'ig. 1. Fig. 3, 1s a 1110c11ﬁmt1011 of Figs.

1 and 2 2, showmo a rack and pinion intro-
duced in connectlon with the spring and
lever.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the three figures.

This 1mvention is a simple Tittle device
which 1s to be attached to the inside of win-
dow blinds for operating the slats thereof,
so that they may be set at any desired angle
and kept 1n a fixed state, at said angle the
objects of which are too well understood to
require explanation.

My invention consists of a lever or pivoted

handle, combined with a pressure spring,
acting ao alnst a square or polygonal surface
on the end of lever so that when the parts
are sultably connected to the slat bar, the
slats will be locked in their two extreme
positions, and -at any intermediate to which
they may be set they will remain in a fixed
state as will be hereinafter described.

T'o enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand my invention, I will proceed to
describe its construction and operation.

In the drawings the slats are lettered A,
slat bar B, and cross rail at the bottom of
the blind C. The slats are each pivoted to
the blind frame in the usual manner and are
Eloved simultaneously by means of the slat

ar -
D, 1s a handle or lever pivoted at «, to a
plate I, which plate 1s secured to the cross
raill C, directly beneath the slat-bar B, as
shown by Fig. 1, and in a line with said bar.

—

' The lever has an enlargement b, on its end

“with notches cut out, forming teeth as shown
by Fig. 2, or this end may be squared off
like Fig. 3 or like Fig. 3 with the corners
of the enlarged end of the lever cut off form-
g five surfaces instead of three as therein
shown.

The plate I 1s constructed as shown by
Fig. 2, for recelving under the enlarged head
of the lever D, a Stmmﬂt spring ( which

exerts a strong pressure , out ammst the end
of the lever, so that the flat surface of the

| spring (thm surface may however be fur-

nished with teeth corrésponding with those
on the lever) will press hard -against the
plane surface on the lever’s end, and secure
the lever in the position in which it is set.
This lever 1s connected with the slat bar B,
by a rod F, which rod is pivoted to both, the
bar and lever so that Dy Taising or deple%—
sing the lever, or more propeﬂy speaking,
vibmting 1t, the slats A may be opened or
closed or set at any desired angle with the
bar B.

Now in order to lock the slats, i either
an open or closed state the lever D, 1s al-
lowed to fall back of its pivot connection
with plate I, so that the axis of the rod I,
will b{, behind the axis of motion of the lever
D, when the lever and the slats, are in the
two positions represented by I‘w 1, in these
positions any attempt to move the slats
would have a tendency to lock them tightly.

In Fig. 3, the same principle as that
shown by I‘los 1 and 2, 1s preserved, but
instead of connectmﬂ the rod, I, immed:-
ately with the lever, it is connected to a rack-
bar, which bar 1s operated by a pinion on the
side of the lever.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s:

The lever D, constr ucted as described, and
represented, Sp}Lmo G and wvibrating con-
necting rod K, all arranged and cembmed
formmg a new article of manufacture.

J. D. BURDICK.

Witnesses:

J. Gooping, Jr.,
Wwum., H. Gonn.
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