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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN PROTZ, OF' EASTON,

P]

UNNSYLVANTA,

KNIFE AND FORK CLEANER.

Specification of Letfers Patent No. 27,472, dated March 13, 1860.
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1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joux Prorz, of Eas-
ton, 1n the county of Northampton and State
of Pennsylvwnn have invented a new and
Improved Device for Cleaning Knives and
Forks; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lmwmﬂ* 1s a full, clear, and exact degcription
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a pa,rt of this speci-
fication, 1n whlch-——-_-

Figure 1 1s a side view of my invention
with the side of the box or case nearest the
eye removed. Ifig. 2 is a plan or top view
of ditto, with the Tid opened. Iig. 3 an end
view of ditto.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

The object of this invention 18 to obtain a
simple and economical device by which both
knives and forks may be ekpedltlousl‘}r
cleaned 1m a thorough manner. The inven-
tion 1s designed for o-rdina.ry family use and
to be operated manually.

To enable those skilled 1n the art to fully
understand and construct my invention I
will proceed to describe 1t.

A represents a rectangular box which 1s
provided with a lid, «, ‘Ltthched to the hox
by hinges, b 0. To the 1nner side of this
lid a leather strap, B 15 attached, one end of
sald strap being sectired to ‘a projecting
block, ¢, and {he opposite end secured to a
shide, cZ which 1s fitted in a guide plate, C,
attached to the lid; the shce d, having a
nut, e, connected to it thro wh which nut
and a projection or bearing, fj on the plate,
A screw rod, g, passes, as shown clearly in
Figs. 1 and 2. The strap, B, may be tight-
enec when necessm'y by t-urning the screw
rod, ¢.

At one end of the box, A, there 1s a metal
plate, £, through which near its lower end a
slot, ¢, 1s m*'l,de Between this plate, 2, and

guldes 7 7, which are attached to the inner
surfaces of the sides of the box, A, a block,
2, 18 fitted. This block 1s allowed to rise and
tall freely between the plate, 2, and guides,
7 7, and two flat springs, / /, are attached to
1t, said springs being secured to the bottom
of the box, A, and havmg a tendency to keep
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the block, %, elevated, as shown in Fig. 1, so

as to leave a space, Z between its bottom
and the bottom of the box saild space being
1 line with the slot, ¢, in plate h. The bot-
tom of block, %, is pr muded with a piece of
leather, 7, and a similar piece of leather =,
is attached to the bottom of the box under-
neath the block, £. The upper surface of
the block, £, 1s plOVldEd with a knob, o.

The 11111)1@1116nt is used as follows: A requil-
site quantity of brick dust, powdered pum-
1ce, or other suitable substance is placed
within the box, A, and 1f knives are to be
cleaned the blades are passed one at a time
through the slot, ¢, and under the block, Z,
the latter being plesqed down by the hand
and the blade drawn back and forth between
the pieces of leather, m 5, the brick dust and
other material within the box and with
which the blades come in contact, serving
1n connection with the pressure to which the
blades are subjected between the leathers, m
n, to clean and polish the blades. Forks are
cleaned by raising and turning over the hid,
¢, and rubbing them on the leather, B, the
bolster and outer surfaces of the tines being
cleaned by rubbing them on the face or outer
surtface of the leather, B, and the sides of
the tines cleaned by adjusting the forks to
the leather so that the latter will be between
the tines. The bolsters of the knives arc
also cleaned on leather B, and all stretching
of the leather by use or other causes 1s com-
pensated for by turning screw rod, g.

The box, A, may be of wood. ThL whole
may be furnished at a small cost.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by I.et-
ters Patent, 1s:—

The box, A, provided at one end with the
pressure block, %, attached to springs, 7 /,
in connection with the leather, B, secured to
the inner side of the Iid, A, of the box, and
connected at one end to a slide, d, all being
arranged to form an i1mproved article of
manuftacture, for the purposes, specified.

JOIN PROTZ.

Witnesses:
JOHN STOTZER,
Dax L. ScHLOUGH.
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