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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN NORTH, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT.

DROP-LETTER BOX.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 27,466, dated March 13, 1860.

1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jou~x Norra, of Mid-
dletown, county of Middlesex, in the State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and Im-
proved Drop-Letter Box for the Prevention
of the Abstracting of Letters; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full and
exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings and to
the letters of reference marked thereon.

The nature of my invention consists in
attaching to the aperture of a drop letter
box an inner lid which is closed on opening
the outer lid so as to prevent the abstracting

of letters therefrom and I do hereby declare

that the following is a full clear and exact
description and operation of the same refer-
ence being had to the annexed drawings
making a part of this specification in
which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevation with the end
removed to show the operation more clearly.
The outer hd (A) is connected by the link
(¢) to the id (B) which are so hinged that

on opening the outer lid the inner lid clos-
ing the aperture at the bottom the letters on
being put into the aperture above which is
of sufficient size to receive a number of let-
ters, the id (A) on being dropped will open
the 1nner Iid
the box (D) below to receive them.

Having thus fully described my invention
what I claim as my invention and desire to
secure by Letters Patent 15—

L. I claim the applying to a drop letter
box the 1nner lid for the purpose of prevent-
g the abstracting of letters from the aper-
ture of the letter box as described.

2. 1 claim the inner lid in combination
with the outer lid attached to a drop letter
box whereby the inside lid is closed on open-
ing the outer lid for the purpose as de-
scribed.

JOHN NORTH.

Attest:

J. B. Wooprurr,
JorN HOLLINGSHEAD.

(B) depositing the letters in
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