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UNITED STATES

NORMAN PLATT,

PATENT OFFICE.

OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPL

IMPROVED LIFE-PRESERVER.
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Spemﬁcatlon forming part of Letters Patent No., 27 ,0066, dated Februar y 7 1860.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it knownthatl. NORMAN PLATT, of Jack-
son, in the county of Hinds and State of Mis-
S1SSippl, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Life-Preservers; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full and
clear description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon and made
to form a part of thisspecification.

The nature of my invention relates to a de-
vice for inflating a life-preserver, by means
of which the preserver may be properly and
almost instantly inflated after being properly
adjusted upon a person for use.

In reference tothe accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a frontview of a life-preserver be-
fore being inflated and being provided with
my improvement.
of the life-preserver mﬂated as for use, and
Fig. 3 is a sectional view showing the ar-
ran gement. of the device forin ﬂating the pre-
Server.

A represents the life-preserver, made in the
form of a coat of water-proof material, the
waist of which is formed double,so0 as tohave
an interior space for air.

B is a belt, which facilitates the securing of
the preserver around the body.

C are bellows constructed, as is usual, with

valves for the reception and discharge of air,
and being secured to the body of the pre-

server and also to its sleeves in such manner

as to be easily operated by the arms of a per-.

son using the preserver.
- disa Tube communicating with the inte-
rior of the air-space of the preserverand also
with the bellows, by means of which-air may
be conducted from the bellows d to the air-

space of the preserver.
Having described the construction of my
invention, its adaptation to use may be set

forth as follows: When it may be required to |

Fig. 2 i1s an oblique view |

| use the preserverforsustaining persons upon

the surface of the water, the preserver will be
adjusted upon the body in the same manner
as an ordinary coat, and then secured about
the neck, front, and waist. The arms will
then be moved in such manner as to operate
the bellows C, by means of which air will be
forced thlough the tubesd into the air-space
of the body of the preserver through the me-
dium of valvese f g,and may be secured there-
in by means of a suitable valve or stop.

The advantages secured by means of my in-
vention are that the preserver may be folded
within a small space, is light and portable, is
readily adjusted for use, and may be almost
instantly inflated with air sufficient to sus-
tain a person upon the surface of the water
by a natural and easy action of thearms, said
inflation being certain, inasmuch as nearly
all motions of the arms must necessarily op-
erate the bellows.

I do not wish to be undersfood as claiming
the bellows C or the preserver A when taken
separately,as 1 am aware that similar devu:,e%
are in common use; but,

Having described my invention, what I do
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is —

The employment ot bellows C or their
equivalent in effect, secured to the body and
sleeves of the preserver and having a tube
communicating with the air-space of said pre-
server, and being so arranged as to be oper-
ated by the motion of the arms of the wearer
in such manner as to inflate the preserver
with air, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set, forth.

In testimony of which invention I have
hereunto set my hand.

NORMAN PLATT.

Witnesses:

H. E. CLIFTON,
F. A. MCDOWELL. .
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