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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

D. W. COMSTOCK, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

RAILROAD-GATE.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 26,018, dated November 8, 1859;

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, D. W. Comsrocxk, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved (zate for Railroads, &c.; and I do
hereby declare that the following i1s a full,
clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, formmo a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

I‘lo ure 1 represents a longitudinal verti-
cal section of my 1nvention. FKig. 2 1s a
transverse vertical section of ditto.

Similar letters of reference in both views
inclicate corresponding parts.

The great many misfortunes arising from
cattle running on the track make a gate
that opens automatically when the train
approaches and closes as scon as the train
has passed, of great importance.

Such a gate is the object of my invention
which consists in placing the ends of two
pairs of adjoining rails on a rising and fall-
ing platform that is suspended from the
short arms of crank levers to the long arms
ot which the two panels of the gate are se-
cured so that a slight depression ot said plat-
form causes the ate to swing open as will
be hereinafter more fully explnined.

To enable those skilled in the art tomake
and use my invention I will proceed to de-
scribe 1t.

A A’ represent the sleepers or crossties
which support the rails, B B’. One of these
sleepers, A’, has a recess, @, cut out In the
center, and the ends of this recess are fur-
nished with grooves, 0, that form the guides
for a rising “and fa]hnﬂ' platform C. This
platiorm 1s of the same width as the tie,
and 1t supports the ends of two pairs of ad-
joining rails, B, being suspended from rods,
¢, that are secured to the short arms, d, of
two crank-levers, d e¢. Said crank levers
have their fulera on pins, f, fastened in the
top-bar, D, that 1s supported by the stand-
ards, E, and suspended from their long
arms, ¢, are the panels, I, which form a oqte
across the whole width of a railroad track

' The weight of these panels is such that the

same Leep the platform, C, together with
the ends of the rails on the same raised, as
clearly represented in the drawings. But
1f an additional weight be placed on the
rails, or on the platiorm the latter sinks
down and the panels, If, are caused toswing
open 1n the direction of the arrows marlced
on them in Iig. 2. As soon, therefore, as
the front wheels of a locomotive or of a
car pass on the rails, B, the platform be-
o1ns to sink down causma' the gate to swing
open and leave a free passage for the tmm

and as soon as the last pair of wheels of the
train pass from the rails, B’, the gate closes
again by its own omwty

It will be easﬂy understood that the gate
swings open only when suflicient Weloht 1§
placed on the rails, B’, and the weight of the
two panels can easﬂy be so ad]usted that
an accldental opening of the gate by cat-
tle stepping on one of the rails 1s precluded.

The recess, @, under the platform may be
protected by canvas, or by some other suit-
able material, ther eby preventing stones, or
other trash, Gettmﬂ in between said plat-
form and the sleeper A’, so that the gate 1s
always in perfect WOlklllﬂ' order.

My invention 1s made %o adapt 1itself to
farm gates by placing a platform on the
raﬂs, B’. In this case however it is neces-

ary to retain the gate by a latch that is
a1sed by the person approaching on horse-
back or in a carriage.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s:—

Placing the ends of two pairs of adjoin-
Ing rfuls B, on a rising and falling plat-
f01m C, 'when the latter is suspenced from
the short arms, ¢, of crank-levers, d e, the
the long arms, ¢, of which carry the panels,
I', of a gate, SlIbSt‘"LIltla,HV In the manner
and for the purpose described.

D. W. COMSTOCK.

‘Witnesses:
K. GiteerT CURTIS,
D. Eueene Davis.
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