J W even .

y o ASZfZ 7’? QZfEZ/Z/é/Z’”/’“/”’z .
JVe25005 Patonted Jef 25 /559




.ﬁ._
TNy
. . «F

10

1.2
vl

30

35

40

45

00

35

i - H i
T e - - 4 -
'u'l . L . I3 —

- - - ) o4 t .r':-, -

STATES PATENT

JOIIN McNEVEN, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

SKIRT-SUPPORTER.

Specification of Letﬁers Patent No. 25.903, dated October 25, 1829
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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomx McNEvex, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and
Improved Ladies’ Skirt-Supporter; and I
do hereby declare that the following 15 4
full, clear, and exact description thereot,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, In which—

Figure 1 represents a view oi the sup-
porter with the waist-band and strings for
attaching it to the person. Ifig. 2 1s a sec-
tional view of the same showing the manner
of applying it to the body for supporting
the skirts or under-clothing. Fig. 8, 1s a
perspective view of the supporter when
used in connection with a corset, showing
also the application of an abdominal sup-
porter to the skirt supporter.

My invention consists 1n a certain novel
form and arrangement of short bows with
o semi-circular bow of cane, whalebone,
metal or other material in which stifiness,
flexibility and elasticity are suitably com-
bined, covered with a suitable material and
furnished with a waistband and strings the
whole when applied to the body ot the per-
son in a novel manner, constituting a sup-
porter by which the skirts can be supported
i1 such & manner as to relieve the waist and
hips of unnecessary pressure, and bring the
entire weight of the skirts upon the but-
tock, while at the same time it serves the
purpose of a bustle which may be made ad-
justable to or from the body for giving
either a gentle or abrupt curve to the dress
below the waist, for varying the height of
the dress to suit long or short waisted
dresses, for preserving a proper form to the
dress with the waist thereof either close to
the body or perfectly loose, and for setting
out the waist of the dress away from the
body at every side so that the body may not
be closely confined by several thicknesses of

material, and lastly so the lady may prevent:

her dress and under-dresses from flying up
in front or dragging behind.

To enable others familiar with this subject
to nunderstand the construction and use of
my improved supporter I will proceed to de-
seribe it with reference to the drawings.

A, is a reed, whalebone, or any other suit-
able material which is covered and sewn be-
tween a double piece of cotton B, or other
fabric, which may be, when cdoubled, six or

eight inches wide, or of any width accord-

ing to the fancy of the wearer. The length

of the whalebone A, is sufficient to pass two-

thirds, or entirely around the body. The
ends of the cotton strips B, are then tapered
off as shown by the drawings Fig. 1, so as
to fit nicely over the hips. The two bottom
edges of the strip B, are then sewn together,
leaving stitched spaces for a number of
strips C, of whalebone, which when imserted
oive a circularity, and, at the same time, a
stiff
time the whalebones C, are all strained in
such a manner by their insertion that they
tend to one common center, so that when the
supporter is applied properly to the body
these bows are bent so as to give a convexity
to the outer surface which prevents the
weioht of the skirts, upon the hoop or reed
A from pressing too hard upon the points
of support, viz; the buttock, by giving elas-
ticity to the parts at the same time possess-
ing sufficient stiffness to sustain the skirts 1n
a comfortable and proper position.

G, are the principal straps of broad tape,
with a buckle for readily adjusting the sup-
porter to the waist, around which this strap

passes for securing the hoop A, in place and

for keeping the supporter securely attached
to the body. The lower part of the sup-
porter has two straps J, J, which are merely
for the purpose of keeping the short whale-
bones in place so as to receive the welght of
the skirts and distribute it equally when
they press upon the body, this point of pres-
sure being indicated by e, in Figs. 2 and 3,
being a part of the body which will sustain
enormous pressure without any inconven-
jence or injurious effects. This dress sup-
porter is placed on the body by securing the
straps in front, as described; and the skirts
secured around the waist in the usual man-
ner, so as to hang gracefully over the sup-
porter and be supported by 1t without bring-
ing any pressure upon either the waist or
the shoulder, as is too frequently the case
where supporters with shoulder straps are
used, or where they are strapped around the
waist in the shape of a bustle. .

Fig. 3, represents a corset which may be
nsed in connection with the dress supporter
by stitching the two extreme ends together,
-nd swhen the two are combined thus, an ab-
dominal supporter may be advantageously
applied without 1n any way affecting the
principle of my invention. |
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I do st claiin broadly to be the first in-
venter of a dress supporter having a bustle-
like form and made up of whalebone strips

5 time, relieve the waist and hips of unneces-

sary pressure and give a graceful curve to
the dress below the hips for such are in

common use, but |
What I claim as my invention and de- |

10 sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
The within described dress supporter con- |

80 as. to possess lightness, and, at the same
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sistin& of a hoop‘ A, and stiffeners C; branch-

ing off from said hoop A, the waistband G(ri

and tapes J, J, when the same are arrange

and combined and applied to the body sub- 15
stantially in the manner and for the pur-
poses herein described. '

' JOHN MoNEVEN.
Witnesses: - | '

C. M. Hucuss,
M. M. LiviNgsTON.
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