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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

CHARLES FROST OF WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT

DOOR-FASTENING.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 24,859, dated J uiy.26, 1859.

1o all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Cmarues Frost, of
Waterbury, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented a
new and Improved I‘qstemno for Doors,
(ates, &c.; smd I do hereby declare that
the f0110W1n0' 1s a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of “the sane, reference being had
to the annexed dr awnws making a part of
this specification, in Whlch—-— _

Figure 1, 1s a face view of a pair of fold-
ng dOOI‘S havmﬂ my invention applied to
them. Fig. 2, 1s a horizontal section of
clitto, taken in the line z, @, ¥1g. 1. Fig. 8,
2 vertical section of dltt() talken in the line
vy v, F1g. 1. Iig. 4, a detached perspective
view of my fa,stenme Fig. 5, a face view
of a single door, havmo my invention ap-
plled to it.

Similar letters of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in the several figures.

This invention consists In the em ploy-
ment or use of a drop plate applied to the
door or gate in such 2 manner as to insure
a proper fastening and at the same time
dispense with the use of auxiliary fastenings
or bolts hitherto required on one of a pair
of folding doors.

The 1mmvention 1s more especially designed
to be applied to gates and to the doors of
barns and onthmlge% and to supersede the
various kinds of latches hitherto most gen-
erally used for fastenings.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and construct my invention I
will proceed to describe it.

A, A, represent a pair of folding doors
which may be constructed and hIlI]O' 1n the
usual way and therefore do not require a
minute description. |

B, represents a vertical bar which is
fitted centrally in the frame of the folding
doors and may be so arranged as to be capa-
ble of being removed “when necessary.
Through the bar B, a shaft ¢, passes hori-
zonta,lly, and to the outer end of this shaft
a drop plate D, 1s attached. The form of
this plate 1s clearly shown 1n Figs. 1, 4,
and 5, and 1t will be seen by referlmcr to
said ﬁﬁ'ures that the position of the plate
throuwh which the shaft C, passes is wider

than the other part and when the drop is 1n
a vertical position laps over the edges of
both doors and secures them in a closed

state. The drop plate D, is retained in a
vertical position by its own oravity and
each door A, has a recess or notch @, made

up in a horizontal position over one door,
as shown 1n red Fig. 1, the other door may

be opened, the recesses or notches being

made to allow the doors to clear the outer
edge of the drop plate.
that either or both doors A, A, may be
opened, but they cannot be 0pened stmul-
tfl,neouslv the drop plate being turned in a
horizontal position first in one direction to
open one door, and then in an opposite di-
rection to Open the other door.

On the inner end of the shiaft C, of the
drop plate D, a button or thumb nut b, 1s
placed so that the drop plate may be turned
at the mmner side of the doors. A pad-lock
may be applied to the drop plate by having
a staple (shown in red) driven into the bar

It will be seen

9O

- 1n 1t 8o that when the drop plate is turned

60

65

75

B, through which staple and a loop 1n the

drop plate the bow of a pad-lock may pass.
A padlock 1s shown 1n red applied to a drop
plate on a single door in Fig. 5. In apply-
ing the drop plate D7, to 2 81110‘16 door A’
see If1g. 5, the shaft cz of the drop plate

SO

passes thlmwh one of the slides of the door |

frame and at such a point as to allow the
drop plate when turned in a horizontal posi-
tion and off from the (1001 to be perfectly

Tree from the latter.
From the above description it will be seen
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that the drop plate when applied to double

or folding doors,. secures both doors in a
closed state and that no auxiliary bolts or
fastenings are required to be applied to one
door as has hitherto been the case in order
to make the fastening complete. It will
also be seen that the invention is extremely
simple and may be manufactured at a small
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cost and applied by any one of ordinary

ability.
kum thus described my invention what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent 1s, -

The emp]oyment or use of the drop plate
D, constructed of the form and applied to
the door or doors substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

| CHARLDS FROST.
Witnesses:
Nortox J. BuUEgr,
THarODORE S. BUEL.
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