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Be it known - that I, HALVOR HALW*ORSON
of Cambridge, in the county of Middleeet

and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and Improved Implement for Trimming |
Lamp-Wicks; and I do hereby declare. that
the followuw i8- a fall, clear, and exact de-
seription of- ’rhe same, referenee peing had to

the annexed drawings, makmﬂ- a palt of this

- Speclﬁcatlon in which—
. Kigure 1 is a longitudinal sectmn of my in-

#fentwn ‘taken in fhe line z z, Fig. 4. Fig. 2

18 & pelspeetne view of the same,. the han-
dles being omitted; Fig.

. 3, a transverse sec-
tion of the same, ‘raken in the line vy v, Fig.

-1; Fig.4,aplanor top view of the same, show-
'mfr the 1mpleme11t in use or applied to its
work Fig.5,a perspective view of a medifica-
{ion of the. same; Fig. 6, a perspective view |
~of an 01dmary pair of ehea.l s, shown applied |

fo a wiek in the act of trimming the same to

illustrate more elearlv the ehal acter of my

invention. . -
Similar letters of reference mdlcate cene-

-

Ispendmn' parts in the several figures.

The objéct of thisinvention is to obtain an

| 1mplement by which }amp-wicks, thosetermed

and generally known as the “ flat wick,” may

‘be-trimmed so as to have their top edges per-
fectly parallel with the top edges of the wick-
“tubes, or trimmed in convex form, soas toin-
.sure an’ even and Wwell-proportioned flame,
“and thereby obviate theeliminatiorof smoke
‘and unpleasant effluvia attending the uneven.
trimming of the chk by the . ordlnary seis-

SOTS OT- shears. - ,

~ The invention conmsts in the employment-
‘or use of gages in connection with a proper

cutting device, the gages being so arranged

-as to retaln the wick or hold it in proper po-

sition while being acted upon -by the cutter

To enable those skilled in.the-ar{ to fully
understand and construct my mventmn 1
will proceed to deseribe it.

A A represent two handles, which are con- |
" nected by a fulerum-pin a, the handles cross-

ing each other at theiw fulerum and having

‘bars B C attached to them, one to each, as
shown clearly in Fig.

l

is placed on said screw-rod.
a plate e attached to it, said pl

To one bar. B 9 |

“1 anvil - to receive-the knife ot cnttel D w henu
|'forced through the wick, which also ber‘R:_1
“against said bed wheu bemﬂ' aeted upml bv tht,

'kmfe or cutter: .

In the bar C a SErew- od T is plfued 10nﬂ14
tudinally and albowed to turn freely in sult- |
able bearingsdb. Thisserew-rod has a small

thumb- wheel ¢ ab its outer end, and a nuf d
‘The nut d has

late being so
bent or curved as to prOJect over the face of

the bed E and outward fromit, as shown more
pmtmulml ¢ in Fig. 2. To the face of the bed

E a pin or pro;;ectmn £ isattached. . The pin
or projection fis permaneuntly attaened to
the face of the bed E; but the plate e, it will
be seen, by turning the rod F may be ‘moved
over the face of the bed E and adjusted ata _
greater or less distance from the pin or pro-

"__Jeetlon fi.as may be desired. The pin f and

the plate € oecupy such a position on the bed
E as to. permit the knife or eutter D in clos-
ing to just clear their upper surfaces.

The device is used as follows: The imple-
ment is kreld in a horizontal position by the
operator, and the plate e is so adjusted as. to

allow the space between the pin fand plare
e to correspond with the width of the wick to

| be trimmed. The implement is so adjusted

to the wick that the upper part of the latter

Afits between the platee and pin-f and against

the bed E, as shown ‘in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, the
wick bemn' repr esented in red The handles
A A sre then forced toward each otherbythe

hand of the operator, the bars B C of course
approach each other simultaneously wich the

movement of the handles A A,and theknifeD
cuts the wick perfectly square or parallel with

‘the top of the wick-tube, provided the imple-

ment be held perfectly horizontal. Theplate
e and pin fserve as gagés and. prevent the
wick expanding under the action of the cut-

with a clean edge and right-angular corners.
In using an ordinary scissors or shears (see
Fig. 6) it will be seen that as che blades are
forced together the wick will be expanded un-
der the pressure or action of the cut and the

‘wick will be left with one corner projecting

out laterally. A wick thus cut will be liable

knife or cutter D is atta,ehed and to the ] to smoke and burn with a very uneven iflame.
other bar C & bed E of brass or other suitable | The gages ¢ f, it will be seen, effectually pre-

seft metal attached to serve es a hearmg or

vent snch a result, as_they: eonﬁne the wick




at its edges cmd prevent it e*{pandmﬂ* under

- the actlon of the knife or cutter.

In trimming a lamp-wick with i:héoufh-_

nary seissorsorshears the corners of the wick

| after the top is cut off are frequently clipped -

~obliquely to prevent'the contingency above

- referred to. This is a good plan and fre-
quently remedies the ewl to a certam ettent:t

not perfect by any .means.
- Inm eertain cases a curved kmfe or Lutter

- .may be used, as shown in Fig. 5, so that the |
wick may be cut with a convex edﬂe This
- may be preferable, as in many cases S the wick
owiny to its texture and the,larefa,eblon of

~the bu rning material in its capillaries, will be

~expanded and made to protrude at the cor-
- mer, so as to form an uneven edge similarto |
S ;that produced by a pair of scissors orshears.

From the above deser iption it will be seen |
_that the gist of the invention consists in the

- employment or u«*:e of the gages e f to pre- :"l

‘vent the expanding’of the wiek underthe ac-
.{-tion of -the cutters, and that different cutters
or knives may be used for cutting the wick,

although, perhaps, the cutter and bed or an-

vil herem shown -and described may beas -
convenient-and operate .as well as an y that_--'

could be desired for the purpose.

Iaving thus described my invention, whatl
Gld;lnl as new,and demre to secure by Letters o
, | Patent, is— - |
.'The combination, Wlth a kmfe D and bed or
anvﬂ E, or other suitable wick-cutting device,
gages ¢ f, construeted and arranged as shown,
or in such a manner as to hold or retain the
wick and preventit expanding laterally while .
under. the action of the cuttmn* devwe, for

b o

the purpose herein set forth.

HALVOR HALVORSON
Wltnesses

(:EORGE H FOLGER
WILLIAM LINCQLN.
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