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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY S. NORTH AND JOHN O. COUCH, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT.

ANIMAL-TRAP.

Specification forming part of Lelters Patent Nlo. 24,373, dated June 28, 1859,

To all wchom 1t may concern :
Be it known that we, HENRY S. NORTI

and JoHN O. CoucH, both of Middietown, in

the county of Middlesex aund State of Connect-
icut, have invented a new and Improved Fire-
Arm, which we term a ‘“Game-Shooter;” and

wedo hereby declare that the following isafull, |

clear, and exact deseription of the same, ref-
erence being bad to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, 1in
which— |

Figure 1 is a side view of the game-shooter.
Fig. 2 is a back or bottom longitudinal view
of the same. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional
view of the same. Iig. 418 a transverse sec-
tion taken in the plane indicated by the line
x x of Ifig. 1. .

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Our invention consists in a fire-arm of novel
construction with several barrels or chambuers,
which are so combined as to be fired from a
single vent, and whose lock is so constructed
and applied as to permit the attachment of a
bait in such a manner that any animal seizing
and attempting to earry off the bait will pro-
duce the discharge of the piece in a direction
to shoot it. The same piece, by being pro-
vided with a stock, may also be used as a pis-
tol. |

To enable others to make and use our inven-
tion, we will proceed to describe its construc-
tion and operation.

A is a cylinder, having several bores, a a,
arranged in acircle concentric with the axis of
the cylinder, either parallel with the said axis
. or at a slight angle thereto,and having a cen-
tral bore to receive a rod, B, which passes
loosely through it. The. said cylinder 13 also
counterbored centrally from the rear, ot a size
somewhat larger than a circle inscribed with-
in the bores a @, which receive the charges,
and to a depth to meet the bores @ a, and a
serew-thread iscutinthe counterbore,asshown
at b b, Fig. 3, to permit a tube, U, which we
term the ¢ breech-pin,” to be screwed into 1t, 80
that the end of the said breech-pin abuts close
upto the frontof the counterbore. Thisbreech-
pin C has a rabbet turned in the outer portion
of its extremity, as shown at ¢ ¢in ffigs. I and
2,toform a smallannularchannel, which makes

{
!

i Theinterior of the tubualar breech-pin € 1s con-

siderably larger than the exterior of the said
central rod, B, which passes right tlirough the

rear of the breech-pin and into a cavity, d, in

a stock, D, in which the rear end of the breech-
pin is secured. - o

e is a vent drilled through the rear of oune
of the bores a a, to communicate with a nipple,
f,that is screwed into the rear of the cylinder
A, outside of the breech-pin. -

B is the hammer, made in the form of aring,
and fitted to slide on the exterior of the tubn-
lar breech-pin C.

I is the mainspring, of helical form, coiled

around the central rod, B, and having its bear-
ings between the stock D, or a suitable stop
at the rear of the breech-pin, and a collar, g,
which is fitted to slide freely upon the central
rod and within the breech-pin. The said col-
lar ¢ has screwed into it or otherwise secured
to it two lugs or pins, & h, which protrude
through slots ¢i in opposite sides of the breech-
pin and occupy positions in rear of the ham-
mer, the said slots being parallel with theé axis
of the breech-pin. T
j is a curved spring, constituting the sear,

attached securely to the central rod, B, and

working through a slot, k,in the hollow breech-
pin, for the purpose of catching against the
front of the hammer, in which aslight groove, I,
is provided for the point of the sear to enter
to prevent it-slipping out too easily.

m is an eye at the front extremity of the
central rod, B, which protrudes through the
front of the eylinder for the purpose of attach-
ing the bait. o

n is an eye provided on the stock to afford
facility for suspending the arm from a tree or
attaching it to any fixed body.

p is a trigger suitably arranged within the

stock, to be pressed by the forefinger while

the stock is grasped in the hand for the pur-

pose of forcing forward the central pin through
the breech-pin and cylinder. | |

The operation of the game-shooter is as fol-
lows: Before it is cocked the hammer I, the
sear j, the collar g, and the spring I are re-
spectivelyin the positions shownin red outline
in Fig.3 and the other parts in the condition
shown in black ontline; and it is while the
parts are in this condition that the chambers

a communication between all the bores @ @. | ¢ @ should be loaded and the bait applied to
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the front end of the stem. To cock it, theham- | communication ismade between thie chambers

mer E is drawn back by the hand until its face

passes the endof the sear j, which thensprings |

out of the slot & far enough to prevent its re-
turn when released from the hand, leaving all
the partsin the condition shown in black out-
line in Ifig. 3. When the arm 1s suspended
by the eye %, orotherwise secured in a suitable
place,and a percussion-cap applied onthenip-
ple, all the chambers will be discharged at
once by a comparatively slight pull on the
bait, for as the central rod, B,1sdrawn forward
the sear, coming in contact with the front of
the slot &, is forced inward until its extremity
passes clear of the iuner edge of the hammer
and leaves it entirely underthe influenceof the
spring If, which, pressing forward the eollarg,
with its pins or ears A& &, against the back of
the hammer, drives the latter forward against
the cap in the nipple and causes its explosion.
The fire from the cap only communicates di-
rectly with one chamber a; but the fire com-
municates from that echamber to all the others
through the chanpnel ¢ ¢. Before recocking,
the central rod should be pushed back a short
distance to bring the extremity of theseartoa
position to catch the hammer whenthelatteris
brought back again.

The arm having been loaded, cocked, and
primed, as above described, m.;w be held in
the hand by the stock D aml fired like a com-
mon pistol by pressing back thetrigger p,which
act pushes forward the centralrod aud has the
same effect as the drawing of it forward by
the seizure of the baited end.-

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of the many-chambered
cylinder A with the breech-pin C by means of
a central counterbore 1n the said cyhnder
" meeting the chambers a a, and a groove or re-
cess, ¢, all around the end of the Dbreech-pin,

substantially as berein described, whereby i

of the eylinder and all are enabled to be fired

at once with a single vent.
2. I'itting the hammer in the form of a ring

to slide along the exterior of the breech-pin C,
as herein described.

3. The combination., with the hammer ap-
plied to slide along the exterior of the hollow
breech-pin, of a rod, B, sliding through the
center of the cylinder and within the breech- -
pin, and a spring-sear, §, attached to the said
rod and working through a slot, %k, in the
breech-pin, substantially as herein described.

4. The combination, with the hammer ap-
plied outside of the hollow breech-pin,of acol-
lar, g, or its equivalent, applied within the
breech-pin, and having pins or ears I . pro-
jecting through slots 7 ¢ in the sides of the
breech-pin, behind the hammer, and a helical
spring, I, am)lled within the breech -pin, be-
bind the saul collar or equivalent, SubStdtl-
tla.lly as herein deseribed.

. The exteunsion of the central rod, B,which -
cfwrleq the sear, directly through the c,)lmder
and through the hollow breech-pin, so that 1t
may be operdted either by a pull at its front
end or by a push at its.rear end, substantially
as herein described.

6. In combination with the many-chambered
cylinder A, hollow breech-pin C, hammer E,
central rod, B, sear j, and spring If, and collar
g, as described, the stock D and trigger p, ap-
plied, as described, to inake a weapon that can
be baited and set for shooting game by the
seizure of the bait, or that can be nsed in the
hand like an ordmaly pistel or fire- arm, as

herein set forth.

"HENRY 8. NORTH.
JOHN O. COUCH.

Witnesses:
MARIA W. BARNES,
JONATOAN BARNES.
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